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LETTER I. 

Jane Roper to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1 538. 

. (miscellaneous exchequer documents^ second series, no. 1954 
ROLLS house. Holograph,^ 

*»• Jane Roper was the daughter and co-heir of Sir John Fineux, 
Speaker and Lord Chief Jastice of Enghmd, and widow of John 
HoT^er, of Eltham, in Kent, Attorney-General to Henry VIII. She 
had three sons — William, Christopher, and Edward, and six daughters, 
several of whom married law lords. Her daughter Elizabeth was 
married to John Pilborough, afterwards one of the Barons of the 
Exchequer, and it is in reference to his preferment that the present 
letter was written. 

Mrs. Roper was a woman of high and active spirit. She wrote 
another letter to Lord Cromwell, remonstrating against one of his 
agents for letting to another person a farm which had been promised 
to her, and adds, <' although it be no great hinderance onto me, yet 
the relnike that shall ensue grieveth me more than the loss of 100/." 
She goes on to request his influence in behalf of her son Christoph. 

TOL. III. B 
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whom people think must be in disgrace, because he is not advanced 
like others. <<And though," she says, <' that youth so reigneth in 
him that rather pleasure than profit is esteemed, yet nature with 
motherly love constraineth me to write and speak for him." ^ She 
was so much attached to her two younger sons, that, on the death of 
her husband, she had to undergo a legal examination on suspicion of 
having influenced him to make a will in favour of them and herself, 
and against her eldest son William, who had no bequest whatever 
from his father, on the ground that he was already in possession of a 
lucrative situation in Westminster.^ The examinations of the depo- 
nents are curious, but rather leng&kyS The affair was ultimately 
of importance enough to be brought into parliament, and an act was 
passed for the settlement of the disputes between the mother and 
8ons.^ The will of Jane Roper herself is printed by Sir Harris 
Nicolas ; « it was proved July 29th, 1544, so that she .cannot have 
sarri^ed the date of the pvetent letter many years. 



In my most humble mse 1 have me commended 
mito your good lordship. And although, my good 
lord, I am already exceedingly bounden unto you 
for your manifold goodnesses, evermore shewed unto 
me and unto my poor friends, for my sake, whereof 
I am not able to recompense any part indeed, but of 
bounden duty, must persevere your daily beadwoman 
to Hoi for tlie C Dutiuua nce x^t yoor prosperous 
eitate; yet ihe ^ood behaviour of my son, P3- 
boroctgli, yrar maru^tmaa^B ue,wd asyastinal 

« Wsed. Le««rs,%id«erie8,*vol. xxjev.Ib1. 142. Si«tePaper4UBoe. 

^ 'Bke was e a iB c irtii i L xf[ the will,«iid MBongrt ihe MffffilhwcwoD 
Ezehequer Documents is a complaint from one 4ohn LktlMOto 1o 
Woteey tliatiAie^elig^^rMfafled to pagr ite 40U<owA (by hv late 
Inisband as pirt ipiiMlnse inoMy for fponelniAk 

« nKdhoiema fizdheqwr PwlibiHb , ^ad Mriw, Ko. It67. 
Mb Boom. 

^ StuAatas of the Unte, ^. m.-p. 919. 
i V«taMa,<^. ii. p. 7ft. 
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love to my daughter, his wife, compel me now to 
desire most heartily your good lordship to be good 
lord unto my said sou^ and preserve him to be 
attorney unto the queen, whom, as I hear say, by 
God's grace, the king's highness pleaseth shortly 
Viost nobly to mArry, And yotur lordship's «o doing 
sluiH not be to my said son more pleasure than to 
me comfort, which, God reward you, you bav© 
ftlways tendered m me ; Mid, nevmrthdess, bind my 
said SOB evermore, both with deed to his little power, 
iuid good-wiU of bk poor beiart, to veoompmm 
during all liis life. 

And forannuoli, abo, my good lordi ih%t I b^^ 
0ay it u the kmg'i pleasure shortly to eome down 
into this country of Kent^ I do prepare to receive 
your lordship most gladly mio my poor bouse, whidl^ 
ii so amch evinehed^ in my vemeodbnuiiee of your 
once 1)e1ng there, that my special trust is, you win 
sever beraafter £akQ to be mi bold tbereof as of your 
#wn« And ihoM Almighty God grant your lordship 
prosperously long to live in your honourable estate. 

Written tbe 16tb day of this p^^esent montb of 
November^ by her which 10 no less yours than she 
k bottuden. 

jAim BOHHI. 

Jp ^ Bigbt HonounWe «ul 
JBDJ BMWt Jiiigiilflyr p»A I9H, 
th9 Ju«rd Pmy Sasl, pr£ 
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LETTER II. 

Anne^ Lady Russell^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 
[HOWARD LBTTEBS, p. 296. From the OrigincU,'] 

*»* Anne, Lady Russell, was the daughter and heiress of Sir Guy 
Sapcotes, Knight, from whom she inherited the manor of Cheneye{, 
in Buckinghamshire, and the widow of Sir J. Broughton, by whom 
she had a son and two daughters.^ 

Her second husband was at first a simple country gentleman, of 
good education and considerable ability. He was indebted to an 
accidental circumstance for his elevation. In 1506, when Philip the 
Handsome^ of Austria, and his queen, Joanna of Castile, were storm- 
driven upon the coast of Weymouth, they were received by Sir M. 
Trenchard, a neighbouring knight. He, anxious about the entertain- 
knent of his royal guests, sent in all haste for Mr. Russell, who, 
liaving travelled much, was considered the most competent person to 
liold intercourse with the illustrious strangers. Philip was SD 
pleased with his companion, that he took him to Windsor, and intro- 
duced him to Henry YIL In 1522 he was knighted ; in 1539 he was 
made Baron Russell of Cheneys ; in 1543 Lord Privy Seal ; and on 
the 19th of January, 1550, he was created Earl of Bedford; and is 
the ancestor of the dukes of that noble house. 

The letter before us is presumed to be addressed to Lord Crom- 
well, from internal evidence, and also froiQ the circumstance tba^ 
since the Wolsey, Cromwell, and Lisle Papers are the only domestic 
documents of that period that are still extensively preserved, and 
several of them have at different times been stolen from the State 
receptacle^ to which, on the attainder of their owners, they were con- 
signed, and found their way into private collections, any letter in which 
the superscription is lost, may be fairly supposed to have been ad- 
dressed to one of these three. It is no less strange than true that 
these nobles performed a greater service to their country by their 
supposed treasonable acts than they could have done by any exploits, 
however brilliant, since the seizure and consequent preservation of 
iheir [papers have handed down to posterity a vast mass of docu- 
ments, alike valuable to the historian and biographer. 

The editor of the Howard Letters says, in reference to the epistie 
now laid before the reader : — *' This letter is published to show the 

*• See note, vol. ii. p. 29, of the present work. 
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early taste for quackery, which, like the firogs in Egypt, got into the 
king's pahuse. However, it chanced to turn out a valuable medicme, 
and was purchased of the king for 5,000/. It is thought to be what 
we now call the Gascoigne powder/^ 

The illness of Sir John Russell was tedious, for he wrote to 
Cromwell, the 2nd of the following October, to say that he was only 
just recovered from it ; * and his lady, who was Ihen enceinte, either 
firom infection, or the anxiety of attendance, was a sharer in his 
indisposition.^ 

Lady Russell survived her husband, and lived to a good old 
age. She lies interred by him in the north side of the church 
of her ancestral manor of Cheneys, since that time the burial-place 
of the house of Bedford, where their coroneted forms sleep in scnlp- 
tured alabaster amidst the proud insignia of their noble race. 



In most humble manner, I commend me unto your 
lordship ; so it is, that it hath pleased God to visit my 
husband with a burning ague, ensuring your lordship 
he was as sick and as sore handled with it yesterday 
as ever I saw him in my life ; and as your lordship 
shall perceive by the letter therein, I sent to London 
to a chaplain of my husband's, to send him physicians^ 
but^^he could get none that my husband had any mind 
to. Wherefore this shall be most heartily to beseech 
your lordship, of your goodness, that you will help 
him, so that Doctor Butts, or the Spanish physician, 
might come hither ; for if they did but see my hus- 
band, he would think himself half healed. 

* Miscellaneous Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxxvii. fol. 302. State 
Paper Office. 

^ J. Husee to Lady Lisle, Sept. 26 ; Lisle Papers, vol. xii. fol. 6. 
State Paper Office. In a previous letter, dated August 16th, Husee 
mentions theur sickness, and tells Lady Lisle that if with the first 
messenger she would send nnto them of all her sundry conserves, it 
would be taktn for gentle remembxanoe.— Ibid. fol. 71. ^ 
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FttrUieniio00^ th«e its powdar that tlie king*! grttoe 
gstrd to my lord Admiral wUdi my hturband hath a 
great mind unto ; and if your lordship could get a 
few of that of ih^ king^s grace for him, you abould do 
him the greatest pleamire in the world. At the writing 
of this letter, I had, nor could get, no physicians, as 
knoweth Him, who preserve your good lordship. 
By your poor beadswoman, 

Anks Russell. 

At Gbeyn^ Joty 2Mli. 



LETTER IIL 
Elizabeth, Lady Whtathell, io Ltnrd Cromwell a.d. 1638. 

[MISCSL. LBTTERSy SECOND SERIES, VOL. XLTIII. NO. 351. STATE PAPEB 

Oft'idE. OtipindL] 

\* Sir Richard Wheathell, the husband of Lady Wheathelli a 
len«r frott whom hais previonsty been given, died at Ckfatis in tiie 
atttotun of 1537.* Yaliotis diq^vtM arose soon afle<ii»ardi betweea 
her and her son Robert, which occasioned the two following letters 
to Cromwell, and also a third and subsequent one in the same 
Mxmet t^iliyp in stgrlt and subjects Lotfd C^mwelFs replies aro 
not in exiitonee ; but that he did intetffers and partially soeceed in 
settling the dispute i^>pears from a letter addressed to him by 
Bldward Lee, Archbishop of York, dated June 11th, 153d, thanking 
hun for his g o tf i t ss s itt «y^ l» wttls the long and onnstscml 
variance between Lady Wheathell and her son Robert, and request- 

> A letter from him to Cromwell, as Lord Privy Saal, dated 
AugriSt 88nd) 1537» lA which he speaJks of the kind tNataest he 
reeeived ^m Lord Lisle, is in the same volume with the present^ 
M«347. 

i» Dated Jamtai^ SOth, and Mdoxwid A^ skS. (1630). WImboo 
it is evident tftlSt Hit ^liSeal fcstNgj irss» wsMsa ki 1631% 
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ing Ihb te iitef<M llMi Imt lad jfshi^'ft dai^ 
wmaaa, might hae her jnarriage money dulj paid« * 



B%!it Iioiioiirabte and mhie especkl good lord> 

In most faumble wke I oommend me unto yoor 
good lordship, beeeediing the same, in the way of 
charity, to be good lord mito (me) in my right. So 
it is that it hath pleased our Lord to take into his 
mercy my good husband (whose soul God pardon), 
to my great loss and discomfort, and now his tsaa^ 
and mine, like an unnatural child, putteth me into 
right great trouble, and will not suffer his fatherVi 
will to stand in any case ; but keepeth.me from my 
living, and his brethren and sisters in like wise ; by 
mean whereof his father's debts cannot be paid, nor 
his bequests performed ; so that I am constrained to 
sue to the law here for my living, according to the kw, 
use, and custom here, of long time used. Where- 
fore I beseedi your good lordship, in the most hum- 
ble wise that I can, to be good lord to me that am 
a poor widow, in my right. 

My son maketh many friends against me to do me 
wrong; and I have no friend but God, and such 
friends as God will send me to help me in my right. 
Wherefore eftsoons I beseech your lordship to be 
good lord to me, and to help me, that I may have 
right according unto the law here used. My lord, I 
have been married unto my husbapd these forty-six 
years, and have borne him fourteen children, and have 

* Miflcel. Letters, 2iid series^ voL xxLioL 998, 
t> Sir Robert Wheathell. 
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Iiad much trouble all my life, as it is i^it wdHmown, 
by reason of his prisomneiit and otherwise, whidi he 
hath ri^t well considered in his will at hsi desth, if 
it may stand, both for me and all his childrwi, and 
hath left me two youngs sons and three daughters 
yet nnmarried ; as also for the payment of hsi debts, 
the which he was in, partly for his ransc^n, as I 
shewed your lorddiip when I was with yoo, and 
partly for porchasing of hmds for his youngest fsaoB^ 
to the intent that my mmatnral son^s liymg dhoold be 
the better* As also he was at right great charge for 
the suit for a room for him here, which charges he 
little considereth. 

My lord, I was worth nnto my husband'^s firiends 
in money, goods, and lands, better than a thousand 
marks ; and now to be left with nothing, were against 
all reason and conscience. My son hath taken a 
letter ad coUigendtm^ and hath appraised all his. 
father^s goods and chattels^ contrary unto his will; 
insomuch (saving your honour) he hath appraised the 
bed that I do lie in ; which I do think is an unnatural 
handling of a child unto his mother* As our Lord 
kHowetb, who ever preserve your good lordship in 
long Und prosperous life. 

From Calais^ 20th April. 

By your beadwoman, 

Dams Elizabeth Whbathell. 



To the Right Honourable and 
mine especial good lord, 
my Lord Priyy Seal, be 
thiagiTen. 



ULLCSTRIOUS LADIES. 



LETTER IV. 

EUzabedi^ Lady WheathdL to Lord CromweJL 
A.D. 1538. 



[XISCEZJJLlCBOrs] UEREIS, fsBOOSD SOtllS^ TQU ZLTIU. JIO. ^3. 
SZAXB PATBL OTFIGK. OrigmuL\ 

Right honourable and mine especial good lord. 

In the hnmblest manner that I can, I recommend 
me mito jom: good lordship, and in like wise do thank 
your good lordship for the great goodness shewed 
mito me in my suits, for the which I beseech Al- 
mighty God to reward yoo. And where it pleased 
your lordship to let me have the king's commisaon 
hither unto my lord chamberlain and others, the 
which commission, as I do understand, is returned 
unto your lordship, but what that they haTe done in 
it I know not, but as I do perceive they have not 
determined what that I shall have, wherefore I do 
fear me, unless that you be my (good) lord, I shall 
sustain great wron^ for the matter is so borne that 
I shall not have law according to the use and customs 
of long time here used. And if it would please your 
lordship to send a strait commandment unto the 
lawyers* here, to advertise you what their use and cus- 
toms have been of long time used ; and that it may 
please your lordship to determine the matter, J will 
put my matter wholly into your lordship's hands, or 
else I would be content that he would let the will 
stand. Also, my lord, there hath been communica- 

» LawefinllS. 

B 2 
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tion for agreement between my son and me, and I 
was content to take % himdred marks de claro (clear) 
by the year, and to suflfer him to have 10/. by the 
year more than his father hath given him by his will, 
and that the rest of the land should have gone to the 
performing <^ tbe will. 

And for because I demanded a little house in the 
country with a little £strm of the value of 20 quarters 
of wheat by the year, the which my husband and I 
have always kept in our hands to maintain our pool* 
house^ die which farm my husband hath given me 
by his will, and I do ac^ to have it in part of the 
hundred marks, aiul to allow tmto him as much as 
it bath been accustomed to be letten to ^um^ but he 
will not agree in no wise that I shdl have it, unless 
Aat I will 1^ him have the dne half of the house ^udd 
hxm^ and his wife aod hd to b^iii bouse with i»e, unto 
the which I will not a^ee^ oonttdoriog his unaatural 
handling of me that am hid mother^ And thtufi he 
|>uts me unto much trouble and will not be <0rdered 
by no law, nor will Jiot let hit Attlier'« vriH irtaiid, nor 
will not fall unto no point by ^Atreaty of feieftdi. 
And for this w&all farm^ which k but 20 quarters «f 
wiieat by the yetur besides the king's rent, the ngree- 
Blent is broken ; the wHadi Iktm I caimot forbear for 
the m^tlnteUailk^ of my poK»r boued. 

My lord^ I ittever teoeived of uU my imdbmi% 
land since thM my boBbaiid died, whiok is % year 
^iMt, unto Aty behoof, »ot past 41 lis. etucUng, and 
thus he drivedi aie«lito extnttnfd tvonble m^ pofwipf. 
Wherefore I humbly beseech your good lordship, in 
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tliQ w»7 of ohacity, to be my hdp in ngr nj^ m> 
that I and my poor children may have our right and 
EviDg ; for here the htw shall not be miffored to pro* 
eeed. And whereas I have oeonpied the said honae 
and farm since my husband died, and there' remained 
the chattels appraised and not yet sold, and also I 
have some wheat there now^ ere any determination 
be had by the law or otherwise, my son hath arrested 
the said £urm, so that there was never poor widow so 
emelly handled by her own child. Wherefore my 
especial and singular good lord, I beseech your good 
lordship to be my good lord in this my great trouble^ 
or else I know well it will cost me my life, and that 
shortly: as our Lord knowetb, who ever preserve 
your lordship. 

Written at Calw, the 7th day of November, 
By your humble beadwoman, 

Damb Eltzabsth Whbathill, 

A poor widow, 

fo fbtT Ittght HononnBle 
md 1117 lingnlsr good 
lord, my Lord Privy Seal. 



LETTER V. 

Princess Mary to Lord CromwelL jUD, 1538. 

{coma M. gntsuoi xznc fol. 6S ; tsooim FOLunoK. Sfaloffraph 
nmek bumL sotpubb fmm wmna m. no. 68, vol. 10« aoDLnuf 
iubamt.] 

•••TliepoB&mofHaryfroin the period of lierinogitimatioD to Chs 
bMi of her brother was peculiar, nnoe^ after ^tbe di^praee of Anao 
BolejD, the pzinoeoa Efizabeth was in the samo dination as h«rself, 
and alfhoagh the kiiyg had two children, he had no acknowledged 
hafa* to Hm flnoM. The emperor tried hand id proeure the legUi- 
mation of his cousin Mary, but his inter f s w ss mm hmfMf 
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resented by the king, as appears from the followiDg notice of a 
reply to his application :— 

^To the second overture, touching the legitimation of our 
daughter Mary, we answered that^ forasmuch as she is our natural 
daughter, in case she shall, in her doings, shew her due obedience 
mito us, and humbly submit herself to our grace, without relucta. 
tion, contention, or wrestling against the determination of our 
laws, to the obseryation whereof she is also bound both by Grod's 
laws and civil orders, we shall not only know her for our daughter, 
but use her besides in all things as, to the degree of the daughter of 
80 great a prince^and the honour of her parentage, shall be seemly 
and convenient. Nevertheless, we said unto him that we would 
not herein be diverted or pressed, no^ have any other prescription 
made unto us, or any other order devised for her entertainment, 
degree in honour, or continuance,* than should proceed from the 
Inclination of our own heart, which, by her humility, and the gentle 
proceedings towards us of such as pretend to be her friends, might 
be so moved, afifected and tempted, as the emperor should not have 
cause to take thought for her entreaty or the advancement of her 
estate, and certainty of living in that degree of honour that shall 
appertain.'' The king goes on to assure the emperor that God 
of his goodness had given him ^ wisdom, policy, and most plentiful 
years," so necessary for a prince to direct his afifairs by, and declines 
peremptorily all foreign advice or dictation, in the management ^of 
his children or his realm.* 

At length, however, the council thought proper that some pro- 
vision should be made for the princesses. Then: reasonings were 
as follows :«— 

** First, whereas his highness hath two daughters, (though not 
lawful, yet king's daughters) considering that all amities are com- 
monly concluded either upon the frankness of the parties, and the 
entire love that sometime chanceth to be between prince and prince, 
or upon conjunctions and alliances in blood and consanguinity ; it 
]» thought necessary that these two daughters should be made of 
8ome^ estimation, without the which no man will have any great 
respect or desire unto them. And, forasmuch as the one of them is of 
more age than the other, and more apt to make a present alliance 
than the other, for want of age, is, if it might please the king's 
highness to declare her according to his laws, which, to her estima- 
tion, is thought will be a great thing, or else otherwise to advance 

• Domestic Records, temp. Henry VIII. No. 179. State Paper 
OfficOj sub anno 1537. . 
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her to some certain livingy decent for snch an estate ; it is thought 
the same would bring her to that reputation that the more suit 
would he made for her, and that, percase, with some acceleration, 
and then a like direction to be taken for my hidy Elizabeth." 

The object of the council was to make a friend of the French 
king, by giving Mary to the Duke of Orleans.* These negotiations 
all fell through, however, and Mary still continued an object of 
jealous surveillance to her father's council, when the following 
letters were written. 



My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you, 
these shall be to give you thanks for the gentle 
and friendly letter, which I received from you upon 
Sunday last, whereby I may well perceive not only 
your continual diligence to further me in the king's 
highness' favour, (which, I take God to my judge, 
is mine only comfort and treasure in this world), 
but also your wise and friendly counsel in adver- 
tising me to eschew such things, whereby I might 
seem to give any other occasion than should be 
expedient for me ; for the which your goodness, my 
lord, I think myself more bound to you than ever I 
did. For, rather than I would willingly commit 
any jot contrary to the increasing of the king's 
majesty's favour, my most gracious and benign 
father, towards me, I would not only utterly eschew 
all occasions to the contrary, (according to my 
bounden duty), but also suffer certain pain of body ; 
for I take that for the chief part of my life in this 
world. 

Wherefore, concerning the lodging of strangers 

State Papenf, voL i. p, 545. April 3rd, 1537. 
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that yon write to me of, although I fear it hath been 
reported to the worst, nevertheless, I will promise 
you, with Ood'^s help, from henceforth to re&ain 
it so utterly, that of right none shall have cause to 
speak of it ; desiring you, my lord, for God's sake, 
to continue your goodness, both in exhorting me 
to follow such things as you think most convenient 
for me, and how I may eschew the contrary. For 
I confess the frailty of my youth to be such, that 
by negligence I may forget myself, without the stay' 
of good counsel; which, whensoever I shall hear, 
I trust to follow to the uttermost of my power, 
with God's grace. To whose keeping I commit you, 
desiring him to reward you for your friendly part 
in this matter towards me, with all others, in times 
past. From Richmond, the 27th of May. 

Your assored, bounden friend, during my life, 

Maby. 

LETTER VL 
Princess Mary to Lord Cromwen. a.d. 1538. 

[suth xs. no. 68. fol. 15. boolbuh ubbast.] 

•9* The Tisit of tilie imperial ambassadors to the princefls Maqf 
and her bro&er is detuled in a letter from the prlnoeas to Lord 
GnnwiBn, -wiuoh is printed from Hie Holograph in ^e State Paper 
(Mbq bj Miss StBck]and,<^ and which bean date '< TMuadaj^** pto* 
bab^jr August 25ih, the day afier the present 

* ^ Qneens of Enghmd," voL y« p. 233* Mie Stwctland, misled 
by a mistalcey now corrected, in the calendar of the Domestic Records 
in the State Paper Office, has dated this letter 1542. This date Is 
manifestly ineorreciy sinoe it was written to Cromwell, who was 
beheaded in 1540. The true date seems to be 1538. The original is 
in Domestic BflBQiiistHni^. Bmrj YIU. M«. 378. 
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My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you, I 
have received your letters by tint ho^reT^, wiiereby I 
do perceive the king'a highnesB', my most gracious 
father's, pleasure touching my commimication to the 
emperor's ambassadors, when they shall come to visit 
the prince'^s grace, my brother; which thin^ although 
(his grace^s pleasure except) I would have been very 
loath to have spoken of, considering myself a young 
maid, and very willing to continue that life, if his said 
majesty will permit the same ; nevertheless, according 
to my duty, I shall fulfil all things contained in your 
letters, as well as my siii^)le wit will serve me ; and 
also vnrite their whole answer unto you, as soon as 
they shall depart. 

In the mean while, not foi^tting the inestimable 
goodness of the king's majesty towards me, in esteem^ 
ing* my bestowii^ more than I liaye, or shall de- 
serve, which can do nothing, but (as I am most 
bounden) in all thii^ obey his gcaoe^s commandments 
to the end of my life ; as knoweth God, whose help 
I shall continually ask to peiform my said duty ; and 
thus commit you to his hobjr IsBcjiing* 

From Forbore ; this Saint Bartholomew's 
day, at after dinner,^ 
Your assured lavix\g iidend, during mj life. 
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LETTER VIL 
Princess Mary to Lard Cromwdl. a.d. 1538. 

[SVITH K8. NO. 689 FOU 16. BODLMIAll LIBKABT.] 

My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you ; for- 
asmuch as I have always found your gentleness such 
as never refused to further my continual suits to you, 
it maketh me the bolder to use mine accustomed 
manner in writing to you^ to be mean for me to the 
king^s highness for such things as I have need of, 
which at this time is this : it hath pleased the king^s 
majesty, my most gracious father, of his great good- 
ness, to send me, every quarter of this year, forty 
pounds, as you best know; for you were always a 
mean for it, as (I thank you) you be for all my other 
suits. And, seeing this quarter of Christmas must 
needs be more chargeable than the rest, specially con- 
sidering the house I am in, I would desire you, if 
your wisdom thought it most convenient, to be a 
suitor to the king's said highness (if it may so stand 
vnih. his gracious pleasure), somewhat to increase that 
sum. And thus, my lord, I am ashamed always to 
be a beggar to you ; but that the occasion at this 
time is such that I cannot choose. Wherefore, I 
trust in your goodness, you will accept it thereafter. 
And thus I commit you to God, desiring him to 
reward you for all your pains taken for me. 

From Hunsdon, the 8th of December. 
. Your assured loving friend, during my life, 

Mary. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Maryy Lady KingsUmj to Mr. Wriotheslet/. a.d. 1538. 
[howasd UERKBSy p. 312. Fr<nn the Ort^'na/.] 

•«• The following letter is written in reference to the Princess 
Marjy by the wife of Sir William Kingston.^ From the mention of 
the Lord PriTy Sesl, its date most be between 1536 and 1540, when 
Cromwell held that office, and it was probably written in 1538, when 
the eonrt had been in monming for Queen Jane Seymour. The 
letter ia full of character, both in the tenderness with which her kind 
friend sought to remind the king of the pleasure he was wont to take 
in his daughter's attire, and of the cool indifference with which he 
answered that she might wear whateyer she choee.^ 

Master Wriothesley, 

After my hearty commendations unto you," this 
shall be to advertise you I have sent to know the king's 
grace's pleasure, whether my lady's grace should leave 
wearing of black this Easter, or no. And his grace'^s 
answer was, that she might wear what colour she 
would. Wherefore, if you think but convenient, my 
lady's grace desireth you now to be a suitor to my 
lord Privy Seal, to speak to the king's grace for her 
wearing her white taffety edged with velvet, which used 
to be to his own liking whenever he saw her grace, 
and suiteth to this joyful feast of our Lord's holy 
rising from the dead. 

Thus fare you well ; from 

Your most bounden 

A. Kingston. 

* A curious notice of this lady occurs in a letter from CromweU to 
Henry YIII.— State Papers, yol. i. p. 597* 

^ This passage is decisiYe as to the letter referring to Mary, because 
Elizabeth was at that time too young to have any choice in matters of 
attire. 
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LETTER IX. 
Margarety Queen of Scotland^ to Henry VIII. 

[SCOTLAND BOTIL LBTTEBS^ VOL. I. NO. 37. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Hd9ffraphJ\ 

•»• The young Qneen of Scotland aUnded to in tke foUowii^ 
letter WM ihe celebxated Mary of Gniae, mother of Mary Qjaeesa of 
Soots, who was selected to console James Y. for the loss of his bean- 
tifid and lamented wifa Magdalen of France. 

Dearest brother, 

Pleaseth your graee to comdder now the taaajog in 
this realm the lady to be spouse to your nephew, our 
dearest son, and with her comes sundry strangers, 
for the which, an it pleaseth your grace, we think to 
address us at that time, according so far as we may, 
to the honour of your grace and our noble proge- 
nitors. Wherefore an it pleaseth your grace to be so 
good and kind brother to us as to support with part 
of money and some silver work, as pleaseth best 
your grace (to) do, for we may charge your grace 
before all earthly creature. Beseeching your grace, 
in our most humble manner, of your grace's pardon 
hereunto, and that it please your grace advertise 
me with this bearer of your grace's will anent the 
premises in writing. And if it please your grace do 
such pleasure and honour to me your only faithful 
sister, your grace shall more and more think the 
same well merited as my possible power may. And 
Almighty God conserve your grace etenuiUy« 

By the evil hand of your grace's humble sister, 

Margaret "BL. ; 
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LETTEB X. 

Queen Mwrgaret to King Henry VIII. iUD. I5S8. 
(sooftANo ItetAi. VKvnUf you t ko. 88. mxt pafib ovnoL 

Dearest brother the king, 

In xAj moat kving manner I reoommend me to 
your grace ; i^om please to wit tteit I thii^ very 
long since I heard from [your] grace, believing I am 
out of your rem[embrance. Kot] withstanding ; I will 
write to your grace such [news] as occurs here in this 
realm. Your grace shall understand that the king 
my dearest son is in good health and prosperity, and 
the queen his wife, and great love betwixt them, and 
great honour done to her, and she is right richly 
come here m this realm. It may be well understood 
by her that she hath good friends, and has looked 
greatly to her honour. I trust she shall prove a wise 
princess. Your grace shall understand that, once 
her coming in this realm, I have been much in her 
company, and she bears her very honourably to me, 
with very good entreating, as may be, and hearty. 
And she asked at me^ when I heard any word out of 
your realm from your grace. I said, but short since 
I heard from you. Now, dearest brother, since it is 
that here is an other princess than L your only 
sister, I beseech your grace that it may be seen and 
understood that you will be a kind and aloving brother 
to me, for that will be great occasion to the king 
my [son, and all] his realm to honour me and entr[eat 
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me in such wise] as will (be) to your grace's honour. 
For every [body doeth somewhat] for their friend « 
Your grace hath been ever a kind brother and prince 
to me, and now is as good time to continue in the 
same, and I shall ever on my part deserve it, as I 
may ; and in this realm I trust I may do your grace 
both honour and pleasure. Herefor, dearest brother, 
I beseech you remember that you have no more sisters 
but me, and do in such sort that it may be seen 
[your] brotherly heart toward me. For I think 
very [unkindly] that I should be so near you and 
your realm, I being your only sister, and of long time 
have no word nor writing from your grace, but 
like piS you set not by me, nor cared not how I were 
entreated, which I trust I did never deserve. I think 
right heavy that now, when I come to age, I should 
be forgot with your grace, seeing I have ever kept a 
good part to you and your realm at my power, and 
ever shall. I can say no more, but I will think long, 
while I have answer of my writing, and know your 
grace''s good mind toward me with this bearer. 
And God preserve your grace. 

Written at Edinborough, the last day of July, by 
the hand of 

Your loving sister, 

Margaret R. 
To the King's Grace, my dearest brother. 
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LETTER XL 

Anne Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1 538. 

{usLB PAFBSy TOL. I. HO. 80. siAXB PAPKR OFFiCB. OrigmmU\ 

•«• Bmiiig ifae time thmt Anne Basset resided wiOi the Connfteas 
of Snasezy she fdl into disgnee alike with her moflier and her 
patroness. Her fuilt seems to have heen, thai, having reedved* 
Aram her mother a present of 120 pearis for a girdle^ irhidi sho 
thought were not enoogfa, sinee the qneen reqmred the girdles to he 
set quite fall of pearis, or otherwise they might not he worn, 
she had some time afterwards given away her pearls, without 
permission, to her eoosin, Gatherine Stradling,^ who had treated her 
with great kindnwL For this act of improdent generosity, she was 
sererely reprimanded on the part of Hnsee, Lady Lide's faeiotwm^ 
who had now come in for the offiees of purveyo r , provider, wardrobe 
keeper, and sopervisor of her ladyship's dangfaters. He thus 
reooonts the penitence of the yonng delinqnent.*^ 

^ Mrs. Anne will never offmd yon again in like case. I have so 
ordered the matter, that I trust nobody sball speak of this more 
than she and L Such apparel and stuff as she hath undoubtedly 
fihe saveth and keepeth the best that ever I saw any. Your ladyship, 
I trust, will now be good lady unto her, for she taketh the matter 
very heavfly^ and against amends and repentance your ladyship 
cannot be." And again, three days afterward s ^ — ^ Vtn. Anne 
maketh not a little moan for your displeasure, but weepeth and 
taketh on right heartily. I was very quick with her at the first ; but 
seeing her so penitent and sorry at the second time, I was somewhat 
more qualified." 

But, though her mother forgave ])er. Lady Sussex® was not quite so 
easOy appeased, and Husee wrote to say that, as far as he could per- 
eeive, she was not well pleased with her, and though the matter was 
forgiven, it was not forgotten. 

^ Husee to Lady Lisle, Lisle Papers, vol. xi. art. 47. 
^ Ibid. vol. xii. art 44. 

« Lisle Papen^ voL xiL art. 43, May 2ad, 1538. 
^ Ibid, art 44, Bfay 5th. 
^ Ibid. vol. xL art 43. 
Ibid, art 98, date May 26th. 
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The next report^ however, was one of unqualified approhation. 
« I assure your hidyship, both by my Lady Sussex' report and by Mrs. 
Stayning's, and also by the report of all the gentlewomen, Mrs. Anne 
is clearly altered, and in manner no fault can be found in her. So 
that I doubt not but that tiie worst is past, and from henoeforth she 
will use herself as demurely and discreetly as the best of her fellows. 
My Lady Sussex willeth me to make her a gown of Uon tawny satin, 
taniAd up with yelyet of the same colour, and also to bay her a 
■tMndard for her gowns, which shall be done, God willing, against 
Cbristmas. And there is no doubt, wheosoeyer the time shall eome/ 
die diall enjoy her accustomed place." 

The following letter is the first that Anne Basset wrote to her 
mother frem England wheie she had then rcrMded sis months. 



Bi^ht HoaoaniUe and mj most especial good lady 
and mother, 

In my humblest wise I have me lowly commended 
unto my especial good lord and feiher, and unto your 
ladyship) accordmg unto my natural and bounden 
duty, desiring your daily blessing, which is more 
comfort unto me than all worldly treasure ; beseech- 
iiig your ladyship not to conceive any ingratitude 
toward me, that I, according unto my duty, have not 
written imto you nnee my coming into England. For 
snrdy, whi^e your ladyship doth think that J can 
write English, in very deed I cannot, but that Uttle 
that I can write is French ; and to cause any other to 
write for me unto your ladyship in English I know 
not whom I may trust to open my mind mxto. Your 
ladyship I trust will even so accept it, and not to 
impute me to be thereby disobedient (»r remiss and 
negligent ; but if your ladyship will pardon me this, 
I trust hereafter you shall find no like fault in me. . 

* That is, when a new queen arriree. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADISS. SS 

Ilis?ereeeff«d|i]l titings l>y1iua bearer^ and touch- 
mg the Fitraioh paitlet, my lad j of Siumk wifl in no 
ime let me part from it ; beBeeefamg yon to be 00 
good lady and mother unto me, as to gm imto Mn. 
Griffin hearty thanks for her gentle token and semem- 
brance, imto vAiook by this bearer I do s^d a poor 
token, which I will desire her to take aworth with 
my whole heart ; whereof «he tliaU be well aMnred 
daring my life ; giving her therewith my right entire 
and hearty commendations. And as for Madame de 
Ryen* I will not fail, as soon as I may have any leisnre, 
to write her a gentle and thankful letter, with some 
like token, tor her kind and loving remenibcanoe 
towards me. I have received of Hugh Philkocks aH 
things your hdyriiip sent me, mving myjefrome^ ihe 
whidi I beseech your ladyship to eend me with the 
first, and al^o « fiontlet, far Jameshad the fixntletB 
of black Telret your ladyship sent me, and aaid your 
ladyship would send me another with the &Bt. And 
if your ladyship would be so good lady anto me as to 
send me an edge of peail and % tablet to wear, I 
were mneh bound^i unto yoiar bdyslnp, for I have 
never a tablet to wear. My lord juid my lady of 
Sussex httih them heartily commended unto you, and 
I find them both very good unto me, and my said 
lady tarrietii but for her good hour, wfaiefa I beseedi 
Jesu to sendlier, to hear ladyidiip^scomfcHrt andrefoice- 
ment of her friends. 

* Her former gorecneas at Pont de Remy. 
^ So la MS., bnt it 18 jovlnbly a conrnpfioii iff chaperm, a snail 
Prendi hoofl. 
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Mj eoonn Jane Amndel and my eoonn SUyniiigB/ 
Mr« Oxenberg, and all other genUewomen here hadi 
them whdBj commended mito yomr ladyship. I sent 
yoor hdyship, by Coibett and M. Lcmdon, two t<&ens. 
And I knowledge myself not a little boonden mito 
yoor ladyship that it hath pleased the same to be so 
good lady and mother unto me as to so see me set 
forward, to yomr great cost and charge (which I do 
well consider) for my preferment in time coming ; for 
the which it lieth not in me to deserve any part 
thereof toward yoor ladyship, nnless it be with my 
poor prayer, and in so udng and ordering of myself 
that it shall be nnto your comfort hereafter and 
rejoicement of my firiends ; so that I have good hope 
yonr ladyship shall think the same right well bestowed 
and employed npon me. And thus I rest, patting me 
wholly onto yonr ladyship's hands, humbly desiring 
the same to continue good lady and mother unto me« 
My lord of Sussex findeth no fault with the wine 
you sent him, but only that the same is small : for I 
perceive my lord loveth great and mighty wines, as 
well Gascon as French.** And, after my most loving 
recommendations unto my brotherand sisters, I make 
an end of this rude libel ; beseeching your ladyship 
to take the same in good part and think it not long ; 
for me seemeth I can do no less but open my whole 
mind unto your ladyship, as unto her in whom, next 

^ Probablj the Elizabeth Staynings, a letter from whom has pre- 
Tionsly been given . 

^ Hosee records that mj lord of Sussex and Mrs. Anne were 
very good friends — a friendship probablj promoted by these and 
other presents.— Lisle Papers, yoL ii. art. 31. 
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God^ my only trust dependeth, unto whom I diall 
never eease to pray for the preservation of my lord 
and yonr ladyship long in most joyfol life to oontinne, 
to the pleasnre of God and your most hearths aggra- 
dation. From London in haste the Idth day of 
Mardi. 

By yoor hdyslup^s most loving 
and obedient danghter, 

Anitb Bassst. 

Madam. After the vnriting of this I wrote a letter 
nnto Madame de Ryon, and send the same with a 
pair of Guernsey deeves for her, by this bearer, the 
which I lowly desire your ladyship with the first to 
see conveyed unto her. 

To ihe BiffKi Hoomixable mj 
fiiiignlar good lady and mothCT, 
iheTiBooiiniteB Lide'sygood hdy- 



LETTER XII. 

Mary Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 153S. 
[uabBFAnBB|W>L.i.*iB.ia4,8XAZBPiPSE€VFiCB. Origtmi Fwmuk,} 

%* Hie weddiog aHiided to in flie f oDowhig letter was that of 
John Basset, Lady Lisle's eldest son, to Lady Franees Plant n^iiC, 
the eldest danghter of Lord Lisle. Jn a subsequent letter, dated 
Feb. ISth, Mary expresses her regret that Madame de Boms cannot 
aecompaDy her to Cbiais ; bat says her anxiety to see Ididy Lisle is 
Mdiy that sbe will eome notwithstanding.* 

* Lisle Papers, vol. ].,art. 13L 
VOL. III. C 
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I reeommend myedf most fannbly to mjIcNrd's good 
grace and yoon. 

Madam^ I bare been refj ^ad to leceire good 
news from joo, for the greatest bappiness I can haTe 
in this world is to receive it yerj often. From what 
I haye understood by the bearer, yon will shortly, 
within eighty ten, or twelre days, send to fetch me 
hence, to go to my brother^s wedding. I entreat yon, 
madam, to do me snch a favonr^ and so to arrange it 
with my lord, that he may let me come with Madame, 
for I should be very sorry to have to leave Madame 
de Bonrs at all, for she has done me so much honour, 
and showed me so much friendship, that I shall never 
be able to forget how well situated I am. I have 
received by the bearer the toilet and shoes that you 
have sent me. I thank you most humbly for them, 
and also for the laced * gloves which you sent me by the 
present bearer. I entreat you, madam, to do me the 
favour to send me something good for a present for 
Madame de Bours' maid, for she does me as much 
service as is possible. I have not yet given her any- 
thing; so it is that she holds herself much indebted 
to you for two ells of worsted which you have sent 
her when I came first into this country, which will be 
hers. I pray our Creator, madam, to give you a very 
good and long life. 

From Bours, the 28th of January. 

Your very humble and very obedient daughter, 

Mart Basset. 
To Lh^y Lisle. 

* This word is partly tom« .... lasers. 
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LETTER XIIL 
Mary Basset to her Sister Philippa Basset. 

[miscellaneous LETTBRS/ third series, vol. I. FOL. 77. STATE 

PAPER OFFICE. Original French,'\ 

%* The incident detailed in the following letter, of a young ladj 
losing a pair of shoes in a game of chance with her waiting-maid, 
gives an odd notion of the politesse pervading a French seminary. 
There is extant another letter from Mary to her sister Philippa, in 
which she requests her to thank her father, lord Lisle, for his 
present of a demi-ducat, and to remind him of his promise to give 
her a gown. Lord Lisle seems to have treated his step-daughters 
with much kindly familiarity. 



My good sister and friend, 

I desire much to know good news of you and of my 
other sisters. If wishes availed anything I should be 
an hour with you every day, to teach you to speak 
French. I enjoy myself so much here in this 
country, that I should be very well satisfied, if I 
could only see my lady my mother very often, to 
return no more to England. I send you a green 
velvet purse, and a little pot to my sister Frances, and 
a gospel to my sister Catherine, and a parroquet to 
my lord my father, because he is very fond of birds ; 
I entreat you, sister, to have the goodness to present 
it to him, and tell him to send me something hand- 
some for this Whitsuntide. He has not sent me any- 
thing yet, although I have not forgotten him. There 
is a gentleman here who is called Philip, and for the 
love of your name he sends you a little basket. I 
had promised him a bow. I pray you to use a mean 
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with mj lady to send it him by this bearer. I owe 
a pair of shoes to the maid who attends to my wants, 
which I lost in playing against her. I much wish that 
my lady my mother would send her them. I have not 
yet made any present to Mad&me^s /imme de chambre, 
I should be very glad to have something to give her. 
Reconmiending myself well and humbly to your good 
favour, to the good favour of my sister Frances, and 
to that of my sister Catherine, and to all the maids 
of my lady my mother, I beg to be recommended to 
Janssein. I shoidd be very glad to know whether he 
be cured. I pray our Lord to give you a good 
husband, and very soon. Madame de Bours com- 
mends herself very much to your good ifkYWa, and 
to my other sisters. 

From Abbeville, the 14th of March. 
Your best sister and &iend for ever, 

Ma.rt Bassjet. 

Miss Philippa, mjr good sister. 



LETTER XIV. 

Mary Basset to Lady Lisle. 



[LISLE PAPXBS, VOL. I. lAT. 121. STikXX PAFBft OfFMB. OfigmoX 

Madam, 

I recommend mysdf most humbly to the good 
favour of my lord my father and yours. 

Madam, I am very weary of being so loi^ without 
hearifig good news fr<»n you. I have been yetj ^ad 
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ikat Madftme de Boors sends to see yon. It was told 
me at Abbeville that you sent me a letter; but 
the messenger lost it; at whkh I was very much 
amtoyed. Madam, I thank you most humbly for that 
which you sent me by John Somit. I am waiting till 
some one repasses through Abbeville, in order that I 
may send you tidings of myself. Madame, I entreat 
you to be so good to me as to send a pair of tooth- 
brushes to Madame, and a pair for me; she has 
very little from England ; if you would please to send 
her s(nnething, I ishould be very glad. There is 
a gentleman, a good friend of mine, who has begged 
a pair from me, and a pair of shoes. I should 
be very glad to make him a present of them. This 
bearer will tell you who he is» I think that Madame 
de Bonrs has written to you for some running-dogs 
for Monsieur d^Agincourt, and a white leveret for his 
brother* All the letters that I write to you are ever 
only to make requests. I find each time that you 
bear me so much friendship, and do me so much 
honour, that I wish to be very grateful for the good 
affection which you have for me, which makes me so 
bold as to petition you. I conclude by praying our 
Lord, Madam, to give you a very good and long life. 

From Bours this 5th of September. 

Your very humUe and very obedient daughter. 

Mart Basset. 

Mademoiselled'Agmcourtcommendsherself humbly 
to your favour. 

To my Lady Lide. 
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Mazy Basset is reeorded to have been a yery loyely girl ;* but 
the only subsequeDt notice we find of her is, that an attempt was made 
to get her a post in the household of one of the Princesses, Mary or 
Elizabeth, which faUed^ — and that she was with Lady Lisle at Calais 
on the disgrace of Lord Lisle, and shared her mother's imprisonment.*^ 



. LETTER XV. 

HoTvoVyViscountess LisUyto Thomas Thirlby. a.d. 1538. 

[fbom thb original in the p&iyate collection of b. lemon, Esq.] 

*»* The following curious letter was addressed to Thomas 
Thirlby, afterwards Bishop of Westminster, one of the attendants of 
Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, who, on the 24th of October, 
1535, had passed through Calais on his way to Paris on an embassy 
to the French king,<i and who returned through Calais about Septem- 
ber, 1538,<^ where they partook of Lady Lisle's bountiful hospitality. 
Honor prided herself greatly in her skill in the culinary art, a 
department in which even titled ladies of the sixteenth centuiy did 
not disdain personally to assist, as well as to superintend. The 
receipt which she here inquires for was probably that of the codiniac 
or marmalade of quinces, a sweetmeat, in the manufacture of which 
she afterwards so greatly excelled, that she frequently sent some of 

• Lisle Papers, vol. xv. 

^ J. Husee to Lady Lisle^ Lisle Papers, vol. xii. foL 84. 

« Earl of Sussex and Sur John Gage to the Earl of Essex. Calais 
Correspond., Bundle I., art 84. 

^ A letter from Sir Francis Bryan to Cromwell, dated Lyons, 
1st August, 1535^ knentions that Gardiner, Thirlby, and himself, 
were summoned to return to England. French Correspondence, vol. 
i., Art. 138 ; and a subsequent letter from Wriothesley to Cromwell 

proves that Thirlby alone attended the bishop on the journey Lady 

Lisle's letter must therefore be addressed to him. 

e Turpyn's Calais Chronicle, Harl. MS. 542, fol. 64 b. The 
expenses of the bishop's diet when on this embassy, from Oct. Ist, 
1535, to Sept. 28tb, 1538, are in Cotton MS., Vespasian, C. xix. 
fol. 18. 
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it over as a present to Henry YIII., who was pleased to express his 
royal satisfaction therewith.* 



Right worshipful sir, 

In my most hearty manner I commend me unto 
you, thanking you for the great pains that you took 
when you were here. I was not so glad for your fair 
passage^ but I was as sorry for your departing, and 
that you would tarry no longer at my desire ; but my 
lord of Winchester and you will do nothing after a 
woman's advice. I thought surely your horses were 
not yet then come. Better it had been your horses 
had tarried for you, than you had tarried for them. 
I think verily it was because you were weary here, 
your cheer was so evil ; yet you had it with a good 
heart. 

Sir, these shall be to desire you to be so good unto 
your servant and worst scholar as to write unto me 
of the thing that you taught me, how many pounds 
of sugar must go to how many pounds of quinces, 
barberries, and damascenes, or plums. I have clean 
forgotten how many pounds of the one and of the 
other. Now the time of quinces is come, I would fain 
be doing. It may please you, therefore, to write to 
me of all this, and of anything more that it will please 
you to teach me. And thus I shall ever remain your 

• In Tol. xYii. of the Lisle Papers, which is unfoliated, is a French 
receipt for making jellies of gooseberries, cherries, plums, &c., in 
which the processes of boiling, straining, clearing, &c. are very 
minutely detailed. 
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pocMT flciicJar, pnjj^ our Lord send yoa jour genile 
hearths desire. 

From Calais, the Ist day of October. 

By your ever assured servant^ 

H<moB Lisle. 



LETTER XVL 

Honor^ Viseoumtess Lisle, to Lord Lisk. 
A.D. 1538. 

£USLB PAFKBS^ TOL. I. JUL 54. SZAXB PAPEE OmCS. OngtBoL} 

Lady lisle with Iwr HiwhiiMl dnii^ a Tiait ^Kuek de paid t* 
Knghnd in the airtamii ol 1538, on bosmeas the deteib of iddA. 
win be noticed boreafter. 

Gontruy to die genend tenor of the letters eontained in ifawo 
TcdnmeSy wbicb MPe« for tbemoBtputi addroandtopnUicdiazneleniy 
as ministfira of state, &c., theae e yiMoi anreil ''die secret diazities 
ofdomntiefife,''and,afteraaliMbcrof moie 4fc«n Ibiee contiiiiBBy 
their writer cir— rni befiirena^inaJltheftediaBSSof active fifii^ display- 
ing, in her eonfideotial intereooise with ber bnsfaand, the affisctioDate 
familiarily of a fimd and fiutfafid wife, along with the pemKar cneigy 
by which her rbamrtrr was so iii< kmrIj i 



Mine own sweet heart. 

This shaQ be to advertise you that I have had a 
goodly and fair passage; but it was somewhat slow, 
and long ere I landed ; for this night, at ten of the 
dodc, I arrived. I thank God I was but once mA in 
an the way; and after that I was merry and weD, and 
should have been much merrier if I had been comiiig 
towards you, or if you had been with me. Your ab- 
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aence and mj defMurtore nudcoUi heavj; ako for tlut 
I depuried at tbe stair at Cidais so liastOy^ without 
taking m j leaie of you aeoordin^, made me r&ry 
Sony ; bat I assure yoa^ my krd^ that I thought you 
had been in the boat, and would have farooght me to 
the ship, as yon said yoa would do. 

This letttf I began yeeternigfat at sapper time, 
intoiding to haw sent it to yea by John Nde ; and 
beeanse it was in the ni^^t late, they looked not for 
me> so that there was no provision here ready for 
me ; but, while the sapper was in dressing, I ^told to 
John Nele, Marks, John Smith, and Lamb, whom I 
had at sapper, merry tales; and then John Nele 
promised me to come again in the morning for a 
token and letter to your lordship ; but, contrary to 
his promise, he went his way at three of the dock in 
the morning, giving me no wamii^ thereof, which, 
I assmre you, have not made me a little soiry, for 
that I fear yon should conedve any unkindness or 
displeasure towards me, thinking me so neglig^t 
that I would not write to you* The counsel and 
company of John Nele did me mudbi ease, and caused 
us to come to land much sooner than we should have 
done ; but he did me not so much pleasure that way, 
but he have done me much m^e displeasure by this 
means. I beseech your lordship to be good lord to 
Asheton, the gunner; for I assure you he is an 
honest man, and I think he loveth your lordship as 
well as any man in Calais. Lamb had a very evil 
chance, and ran his sh^ against the pier ; I think 
John Nele have dbewed yea there(^; but I was out 

c 2 
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of tlio ship ore that time. The said Lamb ^riU take 
no money of me for passage, not for the ship ; bat he 
have taken of me two crowns for himflBlf, whidi I 
gavo him for the passage. He saith, you ahaU agree 
with his o^^er. I gave him the two crowns because 
ho had loss by the breaking of his bowsprit and fore 
part of his ship. And thus, good sweet heart, I bid 
yon most heartily farewell ; praying to Ahnighty God 
to Ncnfl mo good speed in my suit, that I may have 
a Nhort end, and rctmn to you shortly agun ; for I 
•liall Uiink every hour ten till I be with you again. 
I^^roni Dover, the 7th day of November, 
By her that is both your and her own. 

Honor Lisle. 

I pray you shew Mistress Minshaw that WilliaiD, 
her son, was not sick in all the way. 

I I usee is not yet come. I intend to ride to Sit- 
tingboume this night, if I may. Howbeit it was jerj 
lato ere I went to bed this night, and the momiiig 
boisterous and windy, which causeth it to be late ere 
I do take my journey. 



LETTER XVIL 

Honor, Vucovntess Lisk, to Lord Lide. A.n. 1538. 

[lisle papsbSi tol. I. »o. 67, state PAPEa office. OriffiMMH 

*«* The estate of PainBwick referred to in the following and 
sereral other letters, -was part of the pr operty poesessed hj Lord 
Lisle, in right of his first wife Lady £liaU>eth Grey, uUmt Dudley^ 
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By an indenture entered into witb her son and heir. Sir John Dudley^ 
he was permitted to enjoy it daring the life of his second wife, to whom 
he assigned it as lier jointure, and after her death, 1,0002. having been 
paid out of it for the marriage portions of his daughters, it was to 
revert to Sir John Dudley.^ In a thoughtless hour, however, Lord 
lisle had made a sort of half promise to Cromwell to grant him 
Painswick ; and the grasping minister pertinaciously resisted his 
attempts to draw back. On the 5th of November this year Lord 
Lisle wrote to him,i» explaining that he had forgotten that the land 
formed his wife's jointure, sending him a copy of the indentures with 
Sir John Dudley, and expressing the regret he should feel, were 
anything to occur to deprive his wife of the profit she should receive 
by him — but referring Cromwell to her to make '< some reasonable 
order" with her, on which he doubted not she would confirm the 
grant. 



My own good lord, 

This shall be to advertise you, that this day, com- 
ing into Canterbury, Husee did meet with me ; who 
sheweth me that my lord privy seal is fully bent and 
determined to have Painswick ; and he saith that, at 
your being at Canterbury, yoii did not only make 
him promise thereof, but also fully promised to get 
him my good will therein. My lord, what may 
I now do herein ? your promise every way considered : 
I might as well have tarried at home but for this 
matter, as you shall perceive by George Rollers letter, 
which I send you inclosed in Husee's letter. I pray 
God I lose no more. Also, Husee sheweth me, that 
I cannot lie at Sir Christopher Morris' ^ house, but I 

* Lord Lisle to Husee. — Miscel. Letters, 3rd series, voL iii 
fol. 104. 

*» Ibid. 2nd series, vol. xxiv. fol. 369. 

^ Probably the same person previously alluded to as a step-son of 
Sir John Basset by one of his former wives. See page 76, note b, 
vol. iL; he was one of the masters of the ordnance. 
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must lie at the house which he first provided for me. 
What this matter meaneth I camiot tell. 

Mine own sweet heart, this journey will be vary 
costly to me, for it have cost me 40 crowns already, 
and yet I have not paid for all my charges here. 
Howbeit 24 of them were gone ere I came from 
Calais. I pray God send me an end shortly, for I 
think the time very long till I see you again. And 
thus mine own dear heart I bid you farewell 

From Canterbury, the 7th day of November, 

By her that is both yours and hers, 

HoNOB Lisle. 

To mine own good lord, the 
Viscount Lisle, Deputy-General \^ 

of the King's town of Calais, 
and maxchee of the same. 



In reply to the foregoing. Lord Lisle told his wife thai his promiae 
about Painswick was not an absolute one, but that he only said he 
would use his influence with her — and that, as to the costliness of her 
journey, he had foreseen that ; but, since she knew his means, he 
trusted entirely to her discretion^ and that his yeceiTer and hen would 
supply her with money .i^ 

"^ Lisle Papers, ToL i. art. 5, date NoYttnber llth^^-A fonasp letter 
dated November 8th from him to her is in the same volume^ 
art. 25. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Honor^ Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 
A.D. 1538, 

[lisle PAPEBS, vol. I. NO. 62. STATS PAPER OFFICE. Qriffinoi,^ 

GkK>d mine own, 

Even with whole heart and mind I have me most 
heartily commended unto yon, and am not a little 
sorry that John Nele departed yesterday without my 
letters, which I trust ere this time are come unto 
your hands ; and this shall be advertising you that I 
have spoken with Husee, who met with me here at 
Canterbury, who sheweth me that Sir Christopher 
Morris hath no room in his house for me, by reason 
that Mr. Long of the Privy Chamber lieth sick there, 
and also Mr. Tyrwitt; for the which, as Husee 
reporteth, the said Sir Christopher is not a little 
aggrieved.* So that now I must take patience with 
the other lodging which is prepared for me at one 
Archer's house, against Sir Brian Tuke's in Loth- 
bury. Here are no news to be written but such as I 
^oubt not are alre^^dy come to Calais, and at my 
coming to London I shall from time to time certify 
you how I shall prosper and proceed in all my affairs 
and doings, wherein I trust you shall not find me 
slack, but shall well know me to use such diligence as 
one should do, whose whole heart and mind will never 
be settled nor stab&hed till the body be returned unto 

» Hmee wzoto io Lord Lisle on the snbjoci tbe auBft daj m the 
present. Lisle Papers, toL |ii. foL 66. 
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yon. And thus, mine own good lord, with full heart 
and confidence shortly to return again, I bid you 
most heartily farewelL From Canterbury this the 
8th day of Noyember. 

Good my lord, I do now remember the words the 
king's majesty spake unto you at your last being 
here ; trusting when you shall hear of these, you will 
utter them to no creature, nor ako be miscontent 
that I write you this my poor advice ; for good my 
lord, you know Calais people are not all one man's 
children. 

By her that is more than all your own. 

Honor Lislb. 
To mine own good lard. 



LETTER XIX. 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle. 
A.D. 1538. 

[USLB TATEBSf TOL. I. XO. 55. STATE PAPER OFFICEL OH^tfUt/L] 

Mine own sweet heart. 

Even with whole heart and mind I have me 
commended unto you, and so signifying you that I 
arrived here* the 9th day of this month, being 
Saturday last past,^ and upon Sunday I sent to 

^ » In London* 

^ Dating the period that GromweU WIS lord PriTjSed, the 9th 
Noremher oeemred bat onee on a Satordaj, and that wis in 1538, 
This ii dedshre, as to the date of hufy Uale's fisit to England, ogd* 
finned as it is bj other internal eTidenoe, as the mention of the 
cbtI of Biidgewafter, who was created in Joljr, 1538, and of Sir John 
B— tD, iHio became Lord Rondl in March, 1539. 
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know ^Aether I might, thjit day, speak with my 
lord privy seal or no ; so that I had answer that 
it mi^t in no wise that day be. And upon Monday 
fdlowing, in the morning, I spake with my Lord, 
whom I found Tery good lord unto me, and to my 
son, his servant, and so he then willed me to sue 
unto the tonga's grace, as well fortius my suit as your 
annuity. So that, following his counsel, I sent unto 
Sir John Russell, which is our very firiend, to know 
what time I might best find to attend upon his 
grace, and he sent me word that there was no 
remedy but that I must take pain to come to 
Ebunpton Court, and there I should not fail but 
have time with his grace to open my suit unto him ; 
so that I was then half unquieted the Tuesday all 
day; yet would I not thus leave, but sent again 
unto Mr. Russell, who, on the Wednesday, in the 
morning, sent me word that I should come to the 
Court, to his chamber, at four of the clock at after- 
noon, and then he would find means that I should 
speak with his grace. And so I followed his counsel, 
and came to the Court, at the hour limited ; and at 
my coming I was had and conveyed unto a lodging 
which was prepared for me, and other lodgings for 
my lord and lady of Suffolk, the earls of Sussex and 
Hertford, and their ladies, which was appointed 
unknown unto me. Whereas I lay all that night, 
and the others, lords and ladies before-mentioned ; 
so that we were highly feasted at supper, and after 
banquetted, and this day dined ; and after dinner 



40 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

hk graoe shewed us all the commodities of his 
palace, bo that it was night ere we came from 
thence. And in this mean time I moved his grace, 
and gave his highness thanks for the great goodness 
he had shewed unto ns and my son;"^ so that, 
after much communication* his grace was very good 
and gracious lord unto you, my lord, me> and my 
son^ and willed me to resort again unto my lord 
privy seal ; which I intend to do this next morning, 
and incontinent thereupon, to send one of my 
folks over unto you, by whom I shall write unto you 
all things at large with more leisure. 

As touching Painswiok, I never heard yet of it 
since my coming; what I shall do hereafter Ood 
knoweth, who send you mine own good lord as well 
to fare as myself, and me shortly where my heart 
already is. From London, the 14th day of No- 
vember. 

By her that is more yours than her own. 

Honor Lislb. 



Robert Warner, a serrant of the Earl of SusBex, writing to Lord 
Fitzwalter, thus details the Uie here mentioned,^ after recording the 
health of the king, -who ^Hhanked be Grod was never merrier. And 
the Wednesday bef ore<^ he made a banquet to certain lords and ladies, 
which was — first the duke of Suffolk, and my kdj hia wife^ my lord, 
my master, and my lady (earl and countess of Sussex), the earl of 

' John Basset. 

^ Ellis' Letters, first series, vol. il p. 96. 
« i.e.y before Tuesday, November 19th, that is November 13th 
the precise date here given.. 
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H«rtfoid| and kk wifiB^ imd my Imdy Liale^ with oHuir maids 'whicb 
were the queen's wome% and there they lay all night in the court, and 
Aeir chambers gorgeousTy drest, and every one had banquets in their 
dtembers, and tiM kiagVi sonrants to wait upon them ; and the next 
day they tarried their dinner^ and after the king shewed them all the 
pleasure of his house which dured (lasted) till it was four of the clock, 
and then they departed and went their way." 



LETTER XX. 

HonoTy Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[USLS PAFSBSj TOI.. U KO* 65. STATB PAPBB OFFICE. OrigilUliJ] 

*«• The ground of the dispute between Lady Lisle and the Earls 
of Bridgewat«r and Hertford, alladed to in the following and aereral 
other letters, may be thus briefly detailed. In 1504, Sir John Basset 
entered into an agreement with Giles Lord Daubeney, by which, in 
gratilade fbr eertain faYoam reeeiTed from that noUeman, he 
aettled eztensive lands on Henry, his son and heir, who was affianced 
at the same time to one of his own daughters, Anne or Thomasine, 
with the proviso, however, that, should the marriage]not take place, 
the lands were to remain to the heirs male of Lord Daubeney, on 
failure of whom they were to revert to Sir John Basset's heira,'^ 
Now Henry, Earl of Bridgewater, Lord Daubeney's only son, had no 
children ; but, wishing to reap all possible advantage from the 
bargain, he had, eontrary to the deed of settlemmit, aUenated part 
of the lands to the Earl of Hertford,^ a proceeding, of course, highly 
resented by the Bassets, and to frustrate which Lady Lisle exerted 
I efforts. 



Mine own sweet good lord, 

Even with whole heart and mind, I i^have me most 
heartily commended unto you. And yesterday I 
wrote you by George Brown, of the wardrobe, how 

*■ Close roll, 22 Henry YIIL, memb. 9, et seq» in dorse, date, 
Dec. 11th, 20 Henry VII.' 
^ Ibid., 30 Henry VIII., p* 2, memh. 21, in dors*. 
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the king'^s highness entertained me, yet forgot I to 
write you, that his grace at the banquet wished you 
there ; and I answered his highness, that you would, 
with all your heart, have been there, and that not- 
withstanding your absence it shall not be a little 
comfort to you to hear that his grace had you in 
remembrance. I assure you, my lord, his highness 
asked heartily for you, and wished you as heartily to 
have been at this banquet, which was the best that 
ever I was at, and was partly made for me. For at 
my coming to the court, I thought not upon it till 
Mr. Grenway, the gentleman usher, met me with a 
wherry, and caused me to land at the privy-stairs, 
where Mr. Henneage received me, and so conveyed 
me to my chamber appointed, and there Mr. Comp- 
troller met me, where was a rich bed furnished, and 
nothing lacking for me nor my folks ; where I also 
found his grace most singular lord unto me in my 
suits ; for that both the lords* are commanded no 
further to meddle with any part of my son'^s inherit- 
ance. And this day I thought to have spoken with 
my lord privy seal, but his lordship hath deferred it 
till to-morrow, and sent me word by Husee that I 
should be with him to-morrow by six of the clock, 
which I will not fail, and then to break unto him, 
amongst other matters, for the parks and lands in 
Devonshire, whereof I have received your letters this 
day by Bircham ; and with mine own servant, which 
I will send incontinent after I have spoken with my 
lord privy seal, I will make you answer, particularly, 

» The Earls of Bridgewater and Hertford. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 4$ 

to all the rest of your affairs. And this day hath 
Mr. Pollard been with me, whom I find very good 
unto me, who hath partly broken unto me concerning 
Painswick, to whom I made such answer, that I 
trusted so to use me to my lord that he should have 
no cause to say that I have been ingrate, trusting 
farther that my lord would see me no loser. 

I have in hope to dispatch my business ere it be 
long; for fain would I be with you, notwithstanding 
you promised me that after my departing you would 
dine at ten of the clock every day, and keep little 
company, because you would mourn for mine absence ; 
but, I warrant you, I know what rule you keep and 
company well enough since my departing, and what 
thought you take for me, whereof you shall hear at 
my coming home. But now to conclude. How the 
king handled me, and how I was used, although I 
have written you part, I refer the relation of the rest 
till mine own coming home. And thus desiring to be 
heartily recommended unto my lord comptroller,* my 
nephew Grenville, and his wife, and to all others as 
shall please you, most heartily I bid you farewell. 

From London, the 15th of November, by her that 
is more yours than her own, which had much rather 
die with you there, than live here, 

Honor Lisle. 



My recommendations may not be forgotten unto 
Mr. Rookewood and Mr. Fowler, Mr. Skryven, Mr. 
Snowden, and others, at your pleasure. I pray you 
« Lord Edmund Howard. 
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make no man privy to mj letter; for this quarrel I 

make you is but my fantasy. 

To mine own good brd. 



Iff reply to the half^ayf al, half-petnlaBt remonsfennees of bis wife, 
Lord Liide thus wviios : — 

<< And where yon write that I have partly broken promise to yon, 
that J would be at dinner erery daj by ten of ti» cloolc» I kaTebeen 
80 feasted by the wydwards of this town, at Mr. NioholaaV ^tb the 
mayor, Mr. Wingfield, that I cannot mourn by day ; but in the nig^t, 
I swear (by) God I slei^ not an hovr together for laek of yon."^^ 

In a previous letter he had assured her, that on account of her 
abeenee he luerrtir slept after two o'dodc in the aMming ; enougby i 
all conscience, to have satisfied a reasonable woman I 



LETTER XXI. 
Jane^ Lady Clinton^ to Lady Lisk* x.jk 1538. 

[USLE r^PEBS, VOL. X. NO. 115. STATS PAFBB OVFICB. OH^WmI^] 

%* Lady Clinton's f Ste, particulars of which are here detailed, is 
the same which is alluded to by Lord Lisle in the preceding extract 
from his letter, as eompelling^.him to break the i 
of dining at 10 o'clock^ and not freqaoiting company* 



Kight Honourable and mine especial good lady, 

After all due recommendations, I most heartily 
commend me to your good ladyship. And this shall 
be to advertise you the 16th day of November, I 
received a cramp-ring of gold by Mistress SaMeld, 

^ Sir Nicholas Clinton. 

b Lisle Papers^ vol. i. art» 6» Nvfoniber 20th. 
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and the next day after I received by Smith, a soldier 
of Calais, a ring, with a stone. Also, the Idth day 
of this month, I received a letter from your lady- 
ship, by a servant of my daughter's. Wherefore I 
heartily thank your good ladyship that it hath 
pleased you to remember me, being so poor a woman. 

Madam, on Tuesday, the 18th ^ day of this month, 
here dined with us my lord and all the Council ;^ at 
which Mr. Wingfield and I desired greatly to have 
had your ladyship, if it so might have been ; but in 
your absence you were drank unto of my lord and of 
all your good lovers, and of a great sort, all out ; ^ 
and my lord said that he thought the time long of 
your absence, and would for no good that you should 
lack him so long again, if it might otherwise be ; 
which was to me great comfort to hear. 

Madam, Master Wingfield hath him heartily com- 
mended unto your ladyship, as he that would gladly 
have you here again. Madam, my daughter and her 
husband hath them most humbly recommended unto 
your good ladyship, and so hath Master Hall and 
Mistress Hall also, and Mistress Sayle ; she will be 
your work-woman now your silk is come home. 
Madam, I am sorry that my son can so little good 
that he hath not seen your ladyship since your being 
at London; for it is a token that he hath little love to 
me. Methink he should have been desirous to have 

» This is a mistake. In 1538 Tuesday was the 19th. 
^ Lord Idsle and the Council of Cahus alluded to by Lisle, vol. L 
No. 6, 20th Nov. 
c They temed tiieir enpi in her honour. 
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Been your ladyship, an it had been but to have 

heard from you. And thus the Holy Trinity be 

with you. 

Written in haste the 19th day of November, 

By your assured to her little power, 

Jane Clinton. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my very good Lady my Lady 
Honor Viscountess Lisle, these be 
presented. 



LETTER XXII. 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 
A.D. 1538. 

[lisle papebs, vol. I. NO. 60. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. Original,] 

*«• The annuity alluded to in the following letter was the 
government salary granted to Lord Lisle as deputy of GalaiQ. On 
the 16th of November, Lord Cromwell had promised her ladyship to 
do his best to obtain 4002. for him, as she wished *, but he afterwards 
changed his mind, and objected that it was too large a sum to be 
taken from the royal exchequer at once ! It is curious to trace in 
the details of the following letters the extensive influence of Crom- 
well, which was suoh that even the titled suppliants, who were 
admitted to familiar intercourse with royalty, scarcely dared to make 
known their requests to the king, for fear of displeasing the all- 
powerful minister. 



Mine own sweet heart, 
Even with whole heart and mind I have me most 

* Lady to Lord Lisle, vol. i art 56, date Nov. 16th. 
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entirely unto you recommendedi not a little desirous 
to be with you. Howbeit my chance hath been such 
to come in such time as serveth full ill for my purpose* 
Howbeit I must be and am contented, and abide the 
time, referring all mine affairs only unto God in whom 
I trust. 

And this is signifying you that I have been 
with my lord prince, whose life I pray God long to 
prosper and continue ; for his grace is the goodliest 
babe that ever I set mine eye upon. I pray God 
make him an old man, for I think I should never be 
weary of looking on him. Whereas I saw also my 
lady Mary and my lady Elizabeth ; my lady Mary^s 
grace heartily asking how you did, and even so desiring 
to be unto you recommended. I would not for no 
good but that I had been there, for it was the king's 
pleasure I should so do. Howbeit it was costly unto 
me ; for there is none cometh there but they give 
great rewards. 

And touching my lord privy seal, he hath made 
plain answer that your annuity shall be no more but 
200/., yet wUl I not let to do my best, notwithstanding 
I dare not speak to the king for his displeasure. As 
for Painswick, I am yet at no determinate point ; 
howbeit Mr. Pollard hath been in hand with me, and 
as far as I can perceive he doth think to have the 
lOOOZ. released, for the pleasures he hath done 
already to you and me, and specially now last con- 
cerning my son^s inheritance. I shall be glad to 
accomplish my lord's mind, so that nor you, my good 
lord) nor I be no losers, which I trust, of his honour. 
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he will not deedre. Y<m may be assured I wiQ make 
as mueh haste as I can, that I were rid hence, for I 
long not a little to be with you. I have received of 
this bearer yonr sundry loving letters with the 
partridges and also the baked meats you sent 
me along seas, for the which I most entirely thank 
yon. Mr. Cotton, vice-chamberlain to my lord prince, 
hath him most heartily commended unto you, and 
saith that all the cooks are furnished. He is right 
sorry that he cannot prefer the cook you wrote to 
him for. 

The Earl of Bridgewater wafi this day with me at 
dinner,"^ with whom I had much communication, and 
if he be reasonable I will do my best to make all sure 
ere I depart ; if not, seeing the king's highness halii 
been so good and gracious lord unto me, and also my 
lord privy seal, I wiH let it alone ; trasting in God, 
the king^s majesty, and him, that the said earlediall 
do me no wrong. Both the king and my lord privy 
seal hath been in hand with him and the eari of 
Hertford, and so shaken them up for meddling in 
that, that they both bath promised to meddle no 
farther therein ; so that I can do no more to it than 
is done, unless the said earl would be content to make 
a surrender by fine, or part from the possession for 
some reasonable portion of money. Wherein I shall 
know his mind within two or three days. Here is 
Mr. Windsor,^ which hath not yet finished his account, 

* Husee mentions this in a letter to Lord Lisle of the Mine date. 
— LisV Papers, vol. iii. fol. 65. 
*> % Anthony Windsor^Btewaird at Lord IMe'smanor of Sahl>«r(<m. 
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by reason that Acton will yet come to no reckoning. 
He intendeth to make clear with him ere he depart : 
it is sure a hard honest man. 

My lord, I trust you will conceive none linkindness 
that I do not send you money, for as yet I have not 
received it of Mr. Windsor, nor you have not com- 
manded me by any of your letters what I should send 
you. I would gladly have sent you some by this 
bearer, but I fear there are so many casualties and 
dangers by the way. I pray you, good mine own, let 
me know your mind with the first; trusting you will 
take no unkindness for my tarrying ; for surely I lose 
no time, but am up every day three hours before day ; 
and seeing I am here I would finish that I came for 
gladly, ere I depart, so that I might be reasonably 
handled : for surely I shall never be merry till I see 
you. By this bearer I do send you half a doe, which 
my lady Sussex sent me. I have none other goodness 
to send you. If Carey come, although he have put 
you to cost already, I will deliver him 405. I have 
put your gown to making, and it shall be sent you 
the next week, and Husee doth send you a cap and 
an under-cap. And thus, good mine own, with heart 
and mind most heartily I bid you once again farewell. 
From London the 23rd of November, 

By her that is more than all yours, 

Honor Lislb. 

Good my lord, let this bearer remain still in your 
chamber till I come home ; and Spyecot goeth hence 
toward Calais within these two days. I do more 

VOL. III. D 
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LETTER XXIIL 

ItomTf ViMemadeu iafe, to Lord Lide. aj>. 15S8. 
[untit rAm§f toL. u wa. 75, murm KApm obtigs. OrijMiif.] 



•«• th^nmfpdztuumham aU«d«d to, dirted Diee. 6tk, ■< 
Ml tiMfloMP roll <>f tbt j«ar« B/ it theEarlof Biidgewaterl 
lifmawlf in ft ptmMliy of 10^0/., to eaose the Eari of Hertfocd and 
oHlMWi b«for« ChriftDiM-dayy to lose all intefest aeqoized by nie or 
oHmtwIm la tli« land* derited eonditionally to Laid I>ndiene|i ky 
Mr Jokn BatMt, and on failure of his hein^ to rerert to the Baaaet 
fanilly^ 

The praemit lellev Ita reply to one firom Lord Lisle, of the 24tiiof 
NovfMberi*^ In wbleh be aaked for the articles of dress here named^ 
thouglii In the oaMo of the ruby points, Lady Lisle was Tery liberal, 
iHmtlIng hU doxon when only two dozen were asked for. She seems 
to kwfw been the keeper of his wardrobe and puree, for on one ooe»» 
utott he has to sollolt very earnestly to be permitted to- have a new 
doublet against (*lirlHtmas/* and, in the letternow quoted, he renews a 
pmmlM fonn«rly made to husband his revenues well, and give her a 
ail let acpuuni on Upv return of all that he has eacpended^ at the sane 
ttmi? eonmltng her by the assurance tbat he shall want no^more money 
till her r«»tum, 

Mv% WVH>th»alty^ wfaott prospective visit is mentioned, (afterwards 

*" t«Mrd tMe, In hi* acknowledgment of the veniaon, hopes his bdy 
will be al hou)!^ in time to partake of it^^Vol u art. 9. 
^ C1««i^ nUl, 30 Itenij VUr«, pu 3, m«nb. 21 in done. 
« \Ml» IV«i% vek k art U« . 
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vnk Ear! tf SootiuHDDpten^ mm timi an a 
L in FlaoderSj nefotiating a marriage between Henry VIII. 
and the Duchess of Milan, and had sent his commendatioiis to Lac^ 
Lifll^ and hoped t» W a* Calais Wte& Qirktmas. 



Mine own good loeiy 

'Eren as die ihai is afi joon, I hsve me wUiy 
eoramendied tuito yos, being not a little desirous to 
see yovi, wMeh I kaTe. good hope riuJl be 81101-1117; 
moat beartily thanking yov Seh: yonr pttrtii^ea aoMl 
ike baked haire, wkidi I this day received from yov^ 
with yooF two lettera^ And aa touehii^ my suit £00* 
my son^a inkeritanee, I wookl have had a fine levied^ 
and the I«id surrendered, but my lord pdry seal 
would none of it, saying that the king's pleasure should 
be fulfilled, and farther would he not meddle ; and ao 
upon that he concluded that the Earl of Bridgewatflr 
shouki be bound to my son in 10,000/., to amnfaflate 
the covenants betwixt the Earl of Hertford ^id bm, 
and farther not alien, sell, tangle, put away, or dis- 
eoRtimie any of my said son's inheritance. And thus 
is he bound before my lord, chancellor and the king's 
comieil in reeognizanees ; so that for this time that 
matter is determined. 

Farther, I have knowledged before a jui^e the 
surrender of my right in Painswick and Morton 
Valance, which was my jointure, conditionally that, 
at such time as the same lands shall be assured to my 
lord privy seal, he shall assure you and me during 
our lives of an annual rent of 120/. by year, going out 
of the same, which cannot be done till the next tenxk 
Howbeit he claimeth the 1,000/. which was your 
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jmA ^oirihr tjr }ra^ pnHBB^ So tdhafit^ as Cv as I 
can pereeiic, tkai k past lenedhr. It swvetii me ; 
ftr if kkidHt hem lor jum'jB^k^BB^ I mmid 
■ever ksw aiiliFiiriiUni idheveHUOL As fir jour 
^■■■itT. he maie ae itttt tks it ifcraiH be no 
■HRtedODiL Hovbeb. I va ^cak widn the king 
eie I deport, and first widi aijriind, andaftec, as I 
find Ub good to me. » niB I nw »sdt For if it 
> Mt fiir Ub dsplenaDCL I noald man tke kii^^s 

n it Hvadt Yon hit be aaaned I nill 
do wbat I awr, and 111 BK as Aarthr bence as I can, 
fir I long not a Ende to be vitk Ton. And fiir the 
^% foom. I vin be in band nitb mr lard, as I 

bonbeit. I eonld nerer qcak in a noise 



go>«n is a-makingy and Tonr boeen sball be 
sent jon; and also dbirts, and finen boeen, and ax 
doKon points; and Temson AaR not be foigottoi 
^p^hmk Cbn^mas. I woold be sort bat I dioakl 
be there ere Mr. Wnotheder doth letom. I pnj 
God send 3Ir. Porter his heahh, if it be ids pleasure, 
tlwa^ it be not deserved oa his bduJf tonaid me. 
I do send jon bjr Vemam, packed in a band, two 
does. I trort to have more befiMe Christmas. Mr. 
Tnke^ hath him recommaided heartilj mito joo. 



* T%B ■■■ TArred to in ^k iatrodactiaB to Lctler xviL to be 
fwdtoLapiLMJefiroBithePMDamidKlaBdsiorAeMiiiiigi |Mgt»MiT 
«f kii AMu0iHit, or imdici^ m aftervwds aseoisbwd, for die poj. 
wmut €i kis drt4ii— J. Foisted to Lord Gramvdl, IGBed. Letters, 
HsiMm^mL xxza.frL365. 

^SrBkwilUEe. 
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whom I have found most gentle and loving mito me^ 
and hath made me the best cheer that ever I had in 
my life. I pray you, my lord, write him some letter 
of thanks. He gave me this day two green geese, 
which I wished with you. And thus most heartily I 
bid you fare well and good night, as she that shall 
not think the time short till I be with you. 

From London, the 28th day of November. 
By her that is more than all yours. 

Honor Lisle. 

To mine own good brd. 



LETTER XXIV. 
Honor, Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[lisle papebs, tol. I. NO. 52. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original.} 

*0* The deficiency of his expected annuity was a source of great 
annoyance to Lord Lisle. He had written to his Udy^ expressing 
his regret, and saying that he would consent to a diminution of 
£100 per annum, if he might have the priory of Flumpton, in 
Devonshire, in compensation, but was evidently unprepared for the 
flat refusal which Lady Lisle reports in the present letter. 



Mine own sweet heart. 

Even with my whole heart root, I have me most 
heartily recommended unto you, and have this 
day received your simdry letters, the contents 
whereof I shall endeavour myself, as much as I may, 
to accomplish, to the best of my power; yet the 
time is such, by reason of the king's weighty 
matters, that I could, these eight days, have no 

a On November 28th. Lisle Papers, vol. i., art. 18. 
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Htm to spetk with my Lord Privy SeaL Hawbdt, 
I tnmt, on ThnzBday next,* to h&TO my lord «t 
0cxBe ooBTenieiit Insure to open and declare nato 
him my whole mmd oonoerning your smidry affiuni 
and matters : whom if I find not somethii]^ eon- 
formable mito my reasonable reqaests^ I diall not 
fail to open ihe same at my coming unto the kii^'B 
highness^ presence, whom I intend to see as soon 
as I have spoken with my lord Privy Seal ; yea, 
and I had been with his grace ere this time, had 
it not been for my said lord's displeasm-e, which 
I would not gladly have. Howbwt, if I be driven 
to it, I must and will not fail to speak that 
which shall stand with reason ; trusting his grace 
will give me the hearing and take the same in 
good part. And how I speed with my lord you 
shall be certified within these three days. 

And where, my lord, you will me to be pLun 
with my Lord Privy Seal for your amsoity; Ae 
truth is so have (I) been, but how he handled 
me and shook me up, I will not now write, nor 
it is not to be written. Howbeit, he made me 
plain answer that your annuity should be no 
more but i^OO. I trust the king w31 be better 
lord unto you, or else I wouM be sorry. And 
where you write that you never longed so sore 
for me as you now do, I assure you, my good 
heart root, your desire in that behalf can be no 

« On the 3l8t of November, Lady Lisle wrote to say she conld not 
see CromweU before Wednesday next, (December 4th). Vol. i. 
foL 68. 
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yehementer than mine is; for I know that I am 
here at great diarge, and think that small profit 
wiH rise on i(t» as &r as I oajt perceive, which 
maketh me not a little heavy; for I can neither 
sleep, nor eat, nor drink, that doth me good, my 
heart is so heavy and full of sorrow, which I know 
well win never be lightened till I be with you, 
wfaieh, I trust, shall be shortly. For, after I have 
spoken unto the king's majesty, I hope shortly to be 
st a point, which is my whole desire. And so, mine 
own sweet heart, even as she that longeih not a 
little to be with you, with all my heart I bid you 
farewell, with long life in health* 
From London, the 3rd day of November.* 
By her that is more than all yours, 

HONOB LiSUE. 

My lord, I beseech you keep my letters dose, or 
bum them ; for though I have sorrows, I would no 
creature should be partaker, nor of knowledge with 
me.. 

To mine own good lord. ^ 

« Evidently a mistake for Deoember. Lady Lisle had not 
landed in England on November 3rd. 

^ This letter is sealed with the seal of the yiscountess ; — a double 
eirde, three quarters of an ineh in diameter, with tiie initials H. L. 
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LETTER XXV, 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1588. 

"[lisle PAPEHS, vol, I. NO. 70. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Ort^t»a/.] 

*^* The present is the last letter of Lady Lisle during her short 
absence from home, of scarcely a month, in which time she had 
written at least 12 letters to her husband.^ Her expressions of 
anxiety to see him again were fully reiterated by him. He declares 
that *'no man living would gladlier have his wife's company than he 
would hers,"'' and that <* never child longed for its nurse as he does 
for her.'' '^ They were, indeed, proverbial for conjugal affection. Sur 
Francis Brian, writing to Lord Lisle on one occasion, sends com- 
mendations to her ladyship, adding that it will be unnecessary to 
write to her as well as to her lord, because, though they be two 
bodies, they are but one soul. 



Mine own good lord, 

Even after most hearty recommendations, these 
shall signify you that yesterday I was in hand with 
my lord Privy Seal for your annuity, insomuch that 
he made me answer, that I should have full answer 
in that behalf at his coming from the court, which 
shall be on Monday or Tuesday at the farthest ; so 
that I would be loath to depart till I had brought that 
to a final end. Yesterday I went towards the court, 
and was within 3 miles of it, and returned again by 
such chance as I now will not write, for it were too 
tedious. Your gown, hosen, and points are ready, 

* Nine are given, and two othenf alluded to here. The remaining 
one, dated London, 2nd November (for December) says, that her 
cousin Lyn of the Staple and Lady Wallop have given her fat capons 
woodcocks, larks, conies, &c. — vol. i. fol. 69. 

^ Lisle Papers, vol. i. art. 18. 

« Ibid, art 32. 
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and shall be sent with the first convenient messenger, 
and your shirts and linen hosen shall not be for- 
gotten. And thus as she that desireth nothing but 
to be with you, I bid you, mine own heart root, 
farewelL 

From London, the 8th of December.^ 

She that is more than all yours^ 

Honor Lisle. 

On Friday last,^ my Lord of Bridgewater did know- 
ledge the recognizance, and yet my Lord of Hertford 
hath not signed and sealed the releases of such 
interests as he had in the lands in Gloucestershire. 

To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XXVL 

Lady Frances Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1588. 

[lisle PAPEBSy TOL. I. NO. 87* STATE PAPEB OFFICE. Ort^ma/.] 

•»* The Lady Frances Plantagenet has before been alluded to as 
the eldest daughter of Lord Lisle by his first wife Lady Elizabeth 
Grey. As she and her two sisters Elizabeth and Bridget were Lord 
Lisle's only children^ they were of course co-heiresses. The dif- 
ference of rank between these ladies^ who were the grandchildren, 
though by illegitimate descent, of Edward IV.^ and the Bassets^ was 
considerable ; and when Lady Lisle projected a marriage between 
her son John and the lady Frances, many doubts were raised as to 
whether the lady would not lose her rank and station by so compa- 
ratively low a marriage. After much communication on the subject, 
however, the heralds gave in their opinion that she would lose no 

« In 1538, the 8th of December was on a Sunday, 
b December 6th. See introduction to letter xxiii. 

D 2 
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degree thereby,^ and the CounteBS of Wiltshixiey Queen Anne Bdeyn's 
mother,^ having been consulted, as a dernier authority, and ex- 
pressed a favouraVle opinion, it was then determmed upon. 

What the marriage terms -were, is not known ; hot uiukr Ihe 
powerful influence of Lady Lisle they were so favourable to the 
young couple, that Sir John Dudley wrote a cerious remonstrance to 
his father-in-law, telling him that a marriage for one of Mb oflier 
sisters had been broken o£F from Uie report thait all Lard lode's 
lands were to be given to the Lady Frances.^ The marriage took 
place in the spring of 1538.^ The bridal dresses were ordered in 
England and sent over by John Husee ; but Lady Frances shared the 
evil destiny of many a bride in reference to that all-important point, 
her attire; for, when it arrived, the sleeves were not turned up with 
tinsel, and the kirtle was not of silver as had been ordered, on which 
the unfortunate Husee received a severe reprimand.® The bride- 
groom had not as yet completed his 20th year,' and a few months 
after his marriage, he returned to England to reeame his legal atocBes 
at Lincoln*s-inn. ff 

" Husee to Lady Lisle, date June 29. Lisle Papers, vol. xiL 
fol. 20. 

' ^ It may be incidentally noted, that in the Howard memorials this 
lady is said to have died in 1512, but one of the Lisle papers, written 
on the 7th of April 1538 (Monday), mentions her death as taking 
place on ** Wednesdayilast." Vol. ii. art. 44. This date is con- 
firmed by Harl. M.S. 897, fol. 78, where she is said to have died at 
the Abbot of Reading's house, London, on Wednesday, April 3rd, 
29 Henry VIII. (1638). She was buried at Lambeth. 

^ This match was probably that of Thomas, son and heir of Sir 
Francis Level, to Lady Elizabeth Plantagenet, of which notices 
occur in the Lisle Papers, vol. vii. fol. 113 ; and in Miscellaneoua 
Letters, Ist series, vol. vi^ fol. 114. She afterwards married Sir 
Francis Jobson, knight. 

^ Husee to Lady Lisle, date February 23rd. Lisle Papers, voL ii« 
fol. 41. This letter, taken in conjunction with the present, deter- 
mines the date of the marriage. Husee speaks of Catherine Basset 
as being in England, where she had not arrived in February 1537 ; 
and the present letter shows that Frances was a wife in 1538. 

* Lisle Papers, vol. ii. fol. 41. 

'He was bom October 27th, 1518. Inquisitions post mortem^ 
Nos. 13, 73, 83, A^ 20 Henry VIII. 

sr Husee to Lady Lisle, date August 16th, 1538. Lisle Papers, 
vol. xii,fol. 71. 
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The two foUowing letten were written to Lady Lisle, during 
her absence in England. From ihem^it ^onld seem that Lady 
Frances sincerely loved her husband^ and one of her friends at 
Gahus declared to Lady Lisle, that she wonld be half enred of the 
ague from which she was suffering, if her ladyship wonld permit 
Mr. Basset to come over and see hers.* 

The allusions to embroidery xemind ns of the fiexadean .tasks 
in carpet and furniture work performed in the now happily snb- 
ading Glerman wool mania. Three centuries ago, however, when 
intellectual resources were closed for the most part to the female 
sex, such oocupationB for leisoze hours were more needfuL 



Most honourable and my singular good lady and 
mother, 

In the most humble manner that I can I recom- 
mend me unto your ^ood ladyship, desiring you of your 
blessing, as also doth my sister Philippa. It may 
please your ladyship lovingly to be advertised that I 
have received your ladyship's letter of the 16th day 
of this month, whereof most humbly I do thank your 
ladyship ; and, according to your ladyship^s pleasure 
and commandment, 1 do send you, by the bearer 
hereof, all such things as your ladyship hath written 
for, trusting it shall be safely delivered imto your 
ladyship^s hands. I send you also herein inclosed, 
the key of your ladyship'^s coflfer. 

And as touching my breast, thanked be God, it is 
somewhat amended ; howbeit, I have had sore pain 
in it since your ladyship's departing. And as for my 
sister Philippa, the ague holdeth her very sore still.^ 

^ John North to Lady Lisle, date November 22nd, 1538. Lisle 
Papers, vol. xiii. art. 31. 

*>Lord Lisle, writing on the 20th of November, says, that Philippa 
has taken Jack's medicine and is better, but on the 22nd she still 
had ague-fits every other day. Lisle Papers, vol. i. fol. 6 ; vol. xiii. 
fol. 31. 
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or dK to mad scsae: cdbo'^ 
Uk Car Aft iMs fancf At 4 

htyhtWttittBDg JQOir iMlvdujK. I 1 

to Hj Icdfidbir, Mr. BuKt, BBETdEi^Iksr not 
fnMilniB. Idotlnik tlae tiBewiyloBgtiDIliear 
jEnombiai. And tins mask h t mi t i} I deare God 
to aeod joor hdpbip good fpccd m toot mts^ and 
[ jcm dbortlr home. 
Fiom C«hii, the l»tli darcfXaranber, by 
Your liumlfc loiiDe dai^iter, 

Fk&SCB B^flSET. 




LETTER XXVII. 
Liufy FroMca Bassd to Lady Lidt. xjk 15S8. 

[UflLC TATWMM, TOL. I. M. 88. 8ZAZS TATEML OVFICB. OnfOMli:] 

Bight honomable and my especial good huly and 
mother, 
I onnmend me most humbly nnto yonr good lady- 
•hip* It may please you to be advertised that I have 
received your loving letter by Nicholas Roland, whereof 
most humbly I do thank your ladyship. And as touch- 
ing fiuch things as your ladyship wrote unto me for, by 
your former letter, I did deliver it unto the master of 
Philip Crayer'^s ship, who went the same time to 
London by long seas. And Nicholas hath shewed 
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me that at his coming to London he received of the 
said Philip Crayer's servant the same^ and delivered 
it unto your ladyship, marvelling that your ladyship 
hath not the nightcaps as well as the other ; for I 
delivered everything that your ladyship wrote for, 
unto the said Crayer's servant. As touching the 
cushions, five of them be made already ; and the other, 
my cushion, should have been made an end of ere 
this time, saving that I lack silk for the filling, for 
the dark green of it. I suppose half an ounce of 
silk will make an end, or somewhat more. Farther- 
more, I have done your ladyship's recommendations 
to my Lady Garnish, who hath her most heartily re- 
commended unto your ladyship again, and doth thank 
you that your ladyship doth so well remember her. 
Master Grey he is well amended of his sickness, and 
waxes a goodly child, thanked be God. Thanking 
your ladyship that it hath pleased your ladyship to 
remember me to Master Basset, who hath sent me a 
letter by Nicholas Roland. 

Thanked be God, my sister Philippa (who also 
hath her most humbly recommended unto your lady- 
ship, and she and I both desire you of your daily 
blessing) is well amended ; her ague taketh her not 
so sore as it hath done. And as for my breast, it is 
well amended. Mistress Boys hath her humbly re- 
commended unto your ladyship, and in likewise Mis- 
tress Broke, with all other your friends in Calais, 
and all we would be glad to hear of your coming 
home. Mistress Boys doth thank your ladyship 
most humbly for your token ; and she sendeth unto 
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your ladyAip a ring cf >goId with a diamond, for a 
token, here iodosed ; and I also do send one ring 
TnHbi a diamond. And Urns I beseech our Lord to 
send your ladyship good speed in your affisurs, and 
diortly home. 

Written at Calais, the 29th day of November. 

My Lady Garnish hath sent your ladyship here in- 
closed a ring with a sapphire, for a token; and she 
trusteth that when your ladyship cometh home, 
Mast^ Grey i^all meet you without the gates, with 
his cap in his hand. My sister Philippa sendeth your 
ladyship also our Lady of Boulogne, >hereinck>sed, for 
a token. Mrs. London sendeth your ladyship a ring 
with a turquoise here inclosed. 

By your loroig daughter, 

Frances Basset. 

To Ihe Bight Honourable and 
my singular good lady and 
mother, Viscountess Lisle. 



Of Lady Frances Basset hut little remains to ^be^reeorded. 
Li the spring of 1539 she became the mother of a little gir],« whose 
birth was joyfully hailed by its grandparents, in spite of some little 
disappointment that it was not a boy. The following year, however, 
she had a son, afterwards Sir Arthur Basset ; but in a few more 
months the premature death of her husband left her a widow. On 
the 21st of January, 1542, an order was issued by the Privy Council 
to Mr. Pollaid, of Calais, to pay certain sums of money, specified in 
a bill annexed, to Frances Basset, widow,^ She was re-married to 
Thomas Monk, Esq., of Potheridge, Devonshire. 

« James Basset to Lady Lisle, vol. i. p. 102| date May 9th, day 
after Ascension Sunday. 
•» Nicolas' Acts of the Privy Council, vol. vii. p. 296. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
Mtrgaret^ Lady Coffin to Lord Cromu)dL a.su 1588. 

[MISfiELLANKOPB LKCIEBI^ 2kD SERIES, VOL. TI. Ma 122. fiXAXB PAFSE 

OVFICE. OriyiaML'l 

•»• The excessiye timorousness of Henry VIII. in regard to 
infectious disorders was such, that formal notifications were some- 
times required to-be issued to his ministers on the appearance of the 
dreaded pestilence. Of such a character seems to be the following 
communication, written^ doubtless, in 1538, when the ravages of the 
plague were very destructive in England. Sir William Coffin, 
occupied some inferior post in the court of Henry VIII., from whom 
he Teoeived a pension of 10/. per annum.* Several notices of him 
occur among the Lisle Papers ^. 

Right honorable and my singular good lord, 

In my most hmnblest manner, as a poor] widow, full 

of heaviness and without comfort for the departing of 

my husband, whose soiil God pardon, beseeching your 

lordship to be good lord unto me, and that it may 

plefuse you to advertise the king^s highness of his 

departing, and whereon he died, and as the women 

that laid him forth said, and shewed me, it was the 

great sickness and full of God's marks over all his 

body. And I most bumbly beseech his grace to 

be good and gracious lord to me in all my rightful 

causes; for I know not what case I and my servants 

stand in, but I remit all] to the mercy of God, to 

whom I beseech God send your lordship long life. 

— Written at Standon, the &Ai day of December, 

By your beadwoman, 

Makgaret Coffin. 
To the Bight Honourable 
my Lord Privy Seal. 

* Tellers' Accounts, 26 Henry VIII., Michaelmas. Rolls-house, 
b Vol. ii. art. 106. 
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LETTER XXIX^ 
Mrs. Anne Owen to Lord Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1538. 

[MISCBLLAMEOUS LBTTEBS, 2nd SEBIBS, vol. XXX. NO. 53. STATE IPAPEB 

OFFICE. Origmal.l 

•«• The following letter is given to show the rigid economy and 
even pennrionsness which regulated the household arrangements of 
Lord Cromwell ; so that even the board of his pages and the young 
companions of his son was matter of bargaining between him and 
their parents, and when bestowed, given grudgingly. Another letter 
from Mrs. Owen, of a later date, precedes this in the same volume. 
It is written in a similar strain, entreating that the twenty marks 
a year which she paid with her child might be appropriated to his 
use, as was the case with other gentlemen. This lady seems to have 
been the widow 'of William Owen, of the Middle Temple, who also 
wrote several letters to Cromwell.* 



Right honourable and my special good lord, 

In my most humble wise I recommend me unto 
your good lordship, glad to hear of your good pro* 
sperity and welfare, lyhich I pray God long to con- 
tinue to your most heart's desire. You have so 
bounden me as your daily beadwoman and servant^ 
both I and my poor husband, to the uttermost of our 
powers to be at your commandment ; and under like 
manner, most humbly thanking your good lordship 
for your great goodness shewed to my child and your 
little servant, John Owen, beseeching your lordship 
of your most favourable continuance of the same* 

Pleaseth your lordship to call unto your remem- 
brance how good you promised to be to me at the 
making of the award between the executors of my 
late husband and me, which was, that I should have 
paid unto me half-yearly, at Michaelmas and our 
* They precede those of Mrs. Owen in the same volume. 
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Lady Day, twenty marks a payment, in recompense 
of the small thing that was awarded me, during 
the young age of my child, and that you would give 
him his keeping. And thereupon I was agreed, 
contrary to my own heart, seeing I could get no 
better friendship. My lord, I beseech you to perceive 
and know I have not put you to so far charge in 
keeping of my son ; for his apparel, with all other 
expenses, hath hitherto been at my cost, save his 
meat and drink only, which, notwithstanding, shall 
be at your lordship's pleasure to take for the same, 
trusting that I shall have the rest, seeing you pro- 
mised me the whole to comfort me with. By my 
faith and truth, I never saved penny by it hitherto. 
Nevertheless, it was my hearty comfort to know that 
my child did not lack ; for if he should have been 
in other keeping than yours, my heart should ever 
have been fearful of him. Beseeching your pleasure 
again herein, and to know your pleasure farther 
whether my child shall tarry longer in the company 
of Mr. Gregory, for as I hear they be not now 
together. And if it might please your lordship I 
would be very glad to see him. And thus the Holy 
Ghost preserve you with long life in prosperous 
health.— From Dychling*, the Tuesday after St. 

Hillary's Day. 

By your beadwoman, 

Anne Owen. 
To the Right Honourable and 
her singnlar good lord the 
Lord CromweU, Lord of the 
Privy Seal. 

* In Sussex. 
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LETTER XXX. 







TS^bt homoaaUle and mr ringiilar good lori^ 

Mr dotT remembered, I lunnbiT rommeiid me imto 
joor lorddup, thanking yon of yoiir great and 
manificdd IdndDcsB diewed toiraids me at all timeB, 
tbe wlueh I am not aUe to reqidle Toa again. And 
at tluf time I heardlj desire jour kcdshqi to be 
gradoos loid unto Griflhh Bidiaids^ n^ bratlier-in- 
law, the bearer hforect, wfaidk labooreth to be in aer- 
Tiee with our jonn^ lord and master the prince's 
grace ; and I doubt not, God willing, bat that he 
shaU obtain hia grace's aerrice, if your lordship's 
faTonr to him in the same be shewed. May it there- 
fore please yom- hmioor to have the said bearer in 
rcrmembrance, and to prefer him uito the said Bervioe» 
so soon as your lordship shall see time opportme and 

•MibMLLetteriVTid.zfi.lbL 776. ^Ilad.fiDL229. 
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expedient for iSw snue. And thus I commit your 
honourable lordship unto the tuition of God, unto 
whom daily, ae I am bcmnd, and the said Griffith 
shall pray for your honourable estate in aQ honour 
and health long to persevere to his pleasure. 

At your lordship's commandment 
to her simple power, 

Sybil Penne, 
Norrice to the prince's grace. 

To fhe iUgfat Honourable and my 
flingiilar -good lord the Lord 
Cromwell, Lord Privy Seal^ 
gxyefhis. 



LETTER XXXL 

Margaret^ Lady Bryan^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 

[miscbu^nboub JusnxaBf Ist sbbies. yol. xii. mo. 142. state 
PiPBB OFFICE. Holograph,'} 

•»• The following curious letter was evidently written in reply to 
a mandate for the state exhibition of the infant Prince Edward 
Iwfore agme Imrdly visitor at his nursery xMUace of Havering. It is 
probable that this visitor was the Lord Chancellor Audeley, who wont 
to see^the prince at Havering, on the 8th of September, 1537, and, 
in a letter to Cromwell, after many thanks for permission '^ to visit 
and see my lord prinee's grace,'' gives the following description of 
the royal infant i— 

^ And I assure your lordship I never saw so goodly a child of his 
age — so merry, so pleasant, so good and loving countenance, and so 
earnest an eye, as U were a sage judgment towards Any person that 
sepaireth to his grace ; and as it seemeth to m^ thanks be.te our 
Lord, his grace increaseth well in the air that he is in, and albeit, a 
little his grace's flesh decayeth, yet he shooteth out in length, and 
waxfiih £mn and 8ti£^ and can steadfastly stand, and would advance 
himself to move and go, if they would suffer him, but as me seemeth 
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they do yet best, considering his grace is yet tender, that he should 
not strain himself, as his own courage would serve him, till he come 
above a year of age.» 

Lady Margaret Bryan, the lady mistress of Prince Edward, had 
previously performed the same ofiSce for his two sisters. A curious 
letter from her about the infant Princess Elizabeth has been printed 
by Sir Henry Ellis,'' and also by Miss Strickland in her Life of Eliza- 
beth.<^ She received from the king a pension of 25/. a year, granted 
her on July 7th, 1519.«> 

Jesus. 
My lord, 

After my mojst bounden duty I humbly recommend 
me unto your good lordship ; and according to the 
king's grace^s commandment and yours shall accom- 
plish it to the best of my power with such things as 
here is to do it withal : which is but very bare for 
such a time. The best coat my lord prince''s grace 
hath is tinsel, and that he shall have on at that time; 
he hath never a good jewel to set on his cap ; howbeit 
I shall order all things for my lord's honour the best 
I can, so as I trust the king'^s grace shall be contented 
withal ; and also master vice-chamberlain and master 
cofiTerer I am sure will do the best diligence that lieth 
in them in all causes. 

My lord, I thank Jesu my lord prince's grace is in 
good health and merry, and his grace hath four teeth; 
three full out, and the fourth appeareth. And thus 

* Audeley to Cromwell. Miscellaneous Letters, 2nd series, voL il 
fol. 48. State Paper Office. 

*» Historical Letters, 2nd series, vol. il p. 78, from Ck)tton. M.S. 
Otho, b. X. fol. 230. 

« Queens of England, vol. vi. p. 9. 

« Issue Book, 31 H. YIIL Tellers' Accounts. 26 H. YIII. Rolls- 
house. 
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fare you well, my own good lord, with as much joy 

and honor as your noble heart can desire. 

From Havering, with the hand of her that is 

your true beadwoman, and will be during my life, 

Mabgabet Bryan. 
To the Right Noble and my 

yery singular good lord, 

my Lord Privy Seal ; be 

this deliyered. 



LETTER XXXII. 



Catherine Btdkeley^ Abbess of Godstow^ to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1538. 

[HISCELLAIVEOUS LBTTBBS, 1st SBRIBS, vol. XIII. NO. 37. STATE PAPER 

OPPICE. Origmal,'^ 

\* Catherine, abbess of Godstow, was installed into office, and 
received the temporalities on April 16th, 1535. Her conduct was 
yery satisfactory, and at the visitation of the monasteries the state of 
Grodstow was so favourably reported, ■^ that it at first escaped the 
general dissolution. Anxious to ward off the danger as long as 
posuble, the abbess took great pains to cultivate the good will of 
Cromwell. He was notoriously accessible to a bribe ; and, availing 
herself of this weakness, the abbess wrote hiin the following letters. 
His lordship was pleased to accept the proffered stewardship of 
Grodstow, and his patent was made out accordingly.^ 

Another letter from Catherine Bulkeley to Cromwell thanks him 
for staying the mayor and commonalty of Oxford from taking pos- 
session of a common which had belonged to the abbey 400 years, and 
she sends him a couple of Banbury cheeses. <^ 



My most humble commendations premised, with 
my most entire thanks for all your goodness done 

• See Dr. Tregonnell's Letter to Secretary Cromwell, 27fch Sept. 
Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xliii. fbl. 227. 

^ Catherine Bulkeley to Lord Cromwell. Miscell. Letters, 2nd 
series, vol. xiv. art. 2. Date March 12th. 

« Ibid. vol. xiii. fol. 35. 
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mito me ; wheieaa yon hmra of notkaig Vroiiglit me 
to all that I kave hj your mere^ goocfaieiK^ serer 4e* 
sem^ otmem asuy part. It iff so, B^y gcvod lord, tbat 
the stewardsUp* of Ihiff monaBteiy m bo^ TC»d by tbc 
death of Mr. "Welch, which had it; and is of so 
small value, being but 40^. fee by the year, that I 
dare not be so bold so to desire your lordship to taA:e 
so small a thing ; but if it would please you not to \>e 
offended therewith, both my poor sisters and I do 
most heartily beseeeh you to accept it, which were 
greatly to our comfort. It is more honest than pro- 
fitable; for you shall have at your commandment 
twenty or thirty men to do the king service thereby, 
as Mr. Welch had to the nortk.^ I can make it no 
better than it is ;. but if it were a l^OOOZ., your good 
lordfldiip'fidiould have it with all mj heart andprayen* 
And m case it will not stand with your pleasure to 
accept it, yet I beseech you point ii to wbcaa it shall 
please you. A wsder-steward we have, wfaich » a 
honest man, permanent with us, and hath his patent 
thereof for his life, which is^ and ever must be, at the 
high-steward^s beck and comTnandment. As kRoweth 
our Lord Jesus, who ever preserve your honour, daily 
to encrease to His pleasure. Amen, 
At Godstow, the 7th day of March. 

By your most bounden beadwoman, 

Catherine Bulkeley, 
Abbess of Godstow. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my most especial good lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal. 

• In 1537. 
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Catherine BtMekp, Atbear of Godstow^ to Lord 
Cromweft. a.d. vers. 1538. 

[MISCBLL. LBISEBI, IST SBRIES^ TOL. XIII. NO. 34. STATB PAPEB OPFICB. 

Origmcd.'] 

Pleaseth it your honour, 

After my most humble duty, with immortal thanks 
for all your great goodness shewed unto me, to be 
advertised that I have sent by this bearer your old 
fee of 40».5 and your new fee of other 40*., due both at 
Michaelmas last. I am ashamed of them, that they 
be so little, but I beseech you to accept them, seeing 
my power is [no better ; for if it were, truly you 
should have more. And if it may please your honour 
to send me the same two convent seals, I shall make 
them both in one to your lordship, and to your son, 
Master Gregory, and to the longer liver of you both ; 
for gladly would I do you some pleasure, if I wist 
how, God knoweth my heart. In declaration whereof, 
for lack of better stuff, I do send you a dish of old 
apples, whereof some be a twelvemonth old, and some 
two year old ; beseeching you to accept them, and 
to license me to set open a back gate of this mo- 
nastery, which hath been shut ever since the king^s 
visitation, for the which I have great displeasure of 
my neighbours ; for indeed it is very nocive (hurtful) 
for them, especially the winter time, for by reason 
thereof they be fain to go two mile about, as this 
bearer can more at large declare to your honour ; as 
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knoweth our Lord, who ever preserve you to His 
pleasure. Amen. 

At Godstow, the 6th day of October. 

Your most bounden beadwoman, 

Catherine Bulkblet, 
Abbess there. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
very singular good lord, my 
Lord Privy Seal, this deliver. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

Catherine Bulkeley^ Abbess of Godstow^ to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1538. 

[MISCELL. LBTTEBS, 2nd series, vol. XIV. NO. 3. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original.'] 

♦»♦ The following letter contains an assertion of the great leading 
doctrine of our Protestant creed, justification by faith, which it is 
startling to find issuing from behind the walls of a cloister. Yet 
so bent was Henry VIII. on the entire uprooting of monasticisiii in 
England, that neither the most abject submission nor a renunciation 
of the flagrant errors of popery could long prove a safeguard. Dr. 
London was sent to take possession of the monastery of Godstow, but 
in a curious letter, which is printed in the Monasticon Anglicanum,*^ 
the abbess refused to surrender into his hands because he was her 
personal enemy, and had opposed her promotion. She accuses him 
of first threatening and then enticing herself and her sisters, and also 
of falsely slandering her, by saying she alienated the goods of the 
convent, of which she declares she has never parted with one half- 
pennyworth.^ London, in his letter to Cromwell says, that the abbess 
has received him "somewhat pensively," but requests favourable 

* Vol iv. p. 359. The original is in Cotton. MS., Cleopatra, C. iv. 
fol. 227 b. ^ Ibid. 
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terms for her and the nuns.* As far as Catherine was coneemedy 
the request was complied with, for at the diasolation she had a pension 
assigned of 40/. for life. 



My most singular good lord, 

After my most humble duty, these be specially to 
thank you for that it pleaseth you to direct your 
letters for the stay of Doctor Loudon^ which was 
hers ready to suppress this poor house against my 
will and all my sisters^ and had done it, indeed, if 
you had not so speedily sent contrary commandment ; 
for the which your goodness you shall be well assured, 
as I am already most bounden, of a poor maiden^s 
prayer during my life, seeing I have no other riches 
to recompense you withal. 

And where it pleased you to direct your letters 
since that time to me and my sisters, for the prefer- 
ment of Master Doctor Owen to our demesnes and 
stock ; these be to certify your lordship that we have 
accomplished the same with all favor and gentleness ; 
as I trust he will report and give your lordship thanks 
therefor; for no man living, under the king, could 
have had it of us with our good wills, saving your 
lordship. And therefore, as my very trust and com- 
fort is in you, I beseech you to continue my good 
lord, as I trust you shall never have cause to the 
contrary ; for your lordship shall be well assured that 

* The expected dissolution presented a strong temptation to the 
rulers of monasteries, while the power over the land still remained 
with them, to alienate some part to provide for themselves in future. 
This was severely checked by Henry VIII., who had an eye to the 
temporalities of the suppressed establishments. 

VOL. III. E 



74 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

th^e is neither pope nor pnrgatory, image nor ^- 
grimage, nor praying to dead saints, used or regarded 
amongst us; but all superstitious ceremonies set 
apart ; the very honour of God, and the truth of 
His holy words, as far as the frail nature of ivomen 
may attain unto, is most tenderly followed and re- 
garded with us; not doubting but this gatment and 
fashion of life doth nothing prevail toward our Justi- 
fying before God, by whom, for his sweet son Jesns^ 
sake, we only trust to be justified and saved ; wiio 
ever preserve your honour to his pleasttre. Amen. 
At Godstow, this 26th day of November. 
Your most bounden beadwoman, 

CATHKHtKE BtrLKBianr, 
Abbess tfacive. 

To the Right Honourable a&d 
my very smgular good lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal. 



LETTER XXXV. 
Anne^ Lady Berkeley^ to Lord Cromwell. A.n. 15S6. 

[InSCELL. LttmSBS, 2llD 8BRIBS, VOL. III. MO. 173« STATB PAflnt-WtfOK. 

Original.'l 



•«• The Lady Berkeley haa before beto introdaced to tii6 1 
She waaawidow m the king's custody, but of too eneigette si 
ament to consent to the trammels of a second wedlock. The pefson 
proposed to her by the khig and Lord OnMUwell fnmMr.iMmgd 
Dudley, son and heir of J<^n lord Dudley, a nohlmmxk qiotofiwiily 
poor ^—perhaps one iftason why his tuat wmpbo UDaem^lable. 

» See the following letter^firooi his mother, htOfySMtty. 
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He himaelf gave anaeeoimt of hiBtsoavMitp and dinppoiiiimeiitito 
Wziothfisley^'iii the foUowing very amusiiig style >- 

f^ifaster Wriothealdy, 

^In .my most hMrtiest maimer I recommend me unto you, ever 
heartily thanking you of your most singular goodness to me at. all 
times, and in especial for the procurement and device of the king's 
letters and my Lord Privy Seal's, the which were as effectually devised 
in my behalf and preferment as I could either advise or desire. 
JNatwithstanding, I have not been regarded according to the king's 
jdflsire and my lord's, but she hath made me a very light answer that 
she :]s not minded to marry, and at the next teann. she will make an 
answer to the king, which is but done for a delay ; whereby I amnot 
able to follow my suit, unless you be good lord unto me to put your 
help with my lady, my. aunt, the bearer hereof, to speak unto my 
lord that I may have some straiter command from the king, and my 
lord unto her, to go forward in the accomplishing my desire. Th& 
truth is, she entertained me after the most loving sort at my first 
•oming to her as I could desure ; for, when she was in her chamber 
aewing, she would suffer me lie m her lap, with many other as fftmylj^r 
&8hions as I could desire ; also, she would bring me to my chamber,. 
Mid««nd the gentlewomen unto me for to entertain me. fiat:at my 
coming with the king's letters I was nothing so well welcomed, but 
where it was so familiar before, it was much stranger since my coming 
last, which grieved me sore as well for her own part as for mine, 
consideriiig the: king'»pleasure and my lord's request, fiowbeit, as to 
as I perceive by such of. my friends as be about her, if my letters bad 
been of commandment as they were in desire and request, I should 
have obtained my heart's desire without any fturther delay. There- 
fiore I desire yoaheactily, as you^havealways been friendlyrunto me, 
now. in this my instant need, that I may have your help and procure^ 
ment of a letter or two with your favour, and drawn by your 
Mhriee,'OBe ^rom the king, and another from my lord, commanding 
hor to look better on this matter, or let her not think to have. any 
forwardness in her causes by my lord. Also, my desire is that it . 
may be devised that the king and my lord will see that I shall at aU» 
itfrnesinseniysdlf like an honest man unto her, or else that his graeer 
jniU see it vemedied,. trusting that I have not so little discretion for 
to use myself any way to her displeasure : there is too many discom- 
modities would rise thereupon. Truly I love her not so weakly — 
rfattt undoabtedlymy heart is so JSaithfully assured untoiher, that it 

• Miscell. Letters, 3rd series, vol. iii. fol. 94. State'Paper Office. 
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fl» 4pia»t :t for hffr miw ^JMrgfaeB- ^qil amnc -io ibb a hv^s 
pIc^Miv^ doui to ]jtiicuig me- ^ <nwiiiiiiiiiiigiii ^isEefay T flVf c 

^ttmtttkuttfy wIkih lie cesBuni* luioiuig fiiF & neeili aBBNPer to bis 
bfttiir. 

Tb« puiwgiiu g In^v«r iiev«!r ^vna Ins niCr forLaiir BczUet- 
1P90 * wiiiinr ti> dw 'iay of iier 'ieatL He i piiiwigif aaam jess 
S iaKWMMlate TMKfaeiar ; but at les^cfa, in die pw^ of « iuecu SfKy, 
flMfrfed <iBe of her maiifi of Izoxunizv & 'fiiighcHg «if LoEd flianiliML 



Kg^t honotnro&Ie and mj sngnlar good lord^ 

fiffttfjmg onto your good lorddb^ as to him in 
whom all my troat is* of the receipt of yoor hoooor- 
abfe letters, and do asenre your good lorddhip that if 
mj heart might be towards Mr. Dudky, as it is not, 
I woald amwredlj be reconciled by your good lordship 
before any other living in earth, other than by the 
king fmr master. And according to the king^s high 
pleasure and commandment I hare signified nnto his 
^aee that I cannot with my heart bear fair nnto Mr. 
Ihirlley, to accomplish his high pleasure; and in 
semblewiso also desiring your good lordship, in that 
my stomach cannot lean there, neither as yet to any 
marriago, that yon will continue my especial good 
lord, as you have done in time past, and to be in 
my help of my rude answer unto the king^s majesty, 
so that I may stand in no displeasure with his grace ; 
and so I shall continually pray to God for the preser- 
vation of your noblo estate long to continue, to the 
pleasure of God. 
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At Yate, the 6th day of January, the 29 th year 
of the reign of our said sovereign lord King Henry 
the VIII. 

Your own, 

Anne Berkeley, 



Widow. 



To the Right Honourable and 
my singular good lord, the 
Lord Privy Seal*s good lord- 
ship be this given. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

Lad?/ Cecil Dudley to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[miscellaneous exchequer documents, first series, no. 1365. . 
ROLLS house. OriginaL'] 

%* Lady Cecil Dudley was the daughter of Thomas Grey, first 
marquis of Dorset, and the wife of John Sutton, Baron Dudley. 
This Lord Dudley was a man of Jweak understanding, and, becoming 
embarra^d in his circumstances, he got entangled with a set of 
usurers. His kinsman, John Dudley, Viscount Lisle, afterwards the 
cele'brated Earl of Northumberland, had a strong desire to obtain 
castle Dudley, the chief seat of the elder branch of the family, and^ 
ayailing himself of the pecuniary distresses of his relative, he con- 
trived to attain his object. The poor houseless nobleman was' thus 
left to (he charity of his friends, spending his time in visits to one 
and another, as he best might, and generally known by the ludi- 
crous iobriquet of Lord Quondam^ By a foolish compromise with 
his wife's step-father, Henry, Earl of Wiltshire, he had lost even the 
100/. per annum settled by the Marquis Dorset, his father, upon 
theni,^ so that his wife and family were reduced to a state of destitu- 
tion which needs no farther comment than the present letter. At 

* Dugdale*s Baronage, vol. ii. p. 216. 

»» Letter of Henry Stafford, Earl of Wiltshire, to Wolsey. Wolsey 
Correspondence, vol. xvL fol. 4. State Paper Office. 
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Uai Lady Dadlegr's modier bestowed upoOiher and eaeh o£ her 
sisten 1000/. in land which she principaUy paid oat of her.ovn 
piirate leTenues.* 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

In my most humblest wise I have me recom- 
mended unto your good lordship: glad to hear of 
your good health, which I pray God long to con- 
tinue to his pleasure and your most heartiest desire. 
The cause of my writing unto you is, desiring you 
to be good lord unto me ; it is so, as you know very 
well, that, by the means of my lord, my husband, I and 
all mine are utterly undone, unless it be the better 
provided by the grace of God, and likewise that 
it may please the king's highness to take pity of me 
and mine, and in that behalf, my humble desire is 
to your lordship to be good lord unto me, as my 
special trust is in you above all, next God and the 
king. The truth is, I have little above 20 pound 
a year (which I have by mj lady, my mother)^ ta 
find me and one of my daughters with a woman and 
a man to wait upon me ; and surely, unless thegCMMl 
prioress of Nnoeaionl^ did give me meat andidririE 
of free cost, to me and all mine that here remainft 
with me, 1 could not tell what shaft to makew . Of«K 
aifid besides that, whensoever any of my cUldreii 
comes hither to see me, they be welcome unto the 

* Indenture between Cecil, Mardiioness Dowager of Dorse^ and 
her son Thomas. Miscellaneous Exchequer BocumentB, Second 
Series, No. 442. 

b A priory of nuns, of the order of Fontemnd, in Warwickshire, 
founded in the tune of Henrjr II. At the dissolution, their income^ 
was rather below £300. 



pvioQew as long as thqr list to taisry, hf nm e mm t 
md mtmHa meat, and cost them nothing, with a piece 
a£. gold or two iit their purses at their departare. 
Whiveibre in the way of charity I desire you to 
bfi-good lord mito me» and to consider the poverty 
ol.me ; for, if ought should come to the house of Nun- 
eaton^ I stand in a hard case, not knowing where 
i» be,, nor what shift to make, unless it may please 
you of your mere pity and compassion to move the 
kio|^ to be good and gracious unto me, according 
unto his most gracious pleasure to help me unto 
some living. Moreover, I most heartily thank your 
lordship of your manifold goodness showed unto my 
poor son Edward Dudley, for, as I perceive by 
him, you are special good lord unto him, specially 
as concerning his suit unto my lady Berkeley, not 
only in procurement of the king'^s letters, but like- 
wise you wrote for him as instantly as though he 
had been your own son.^ Wherefore I shall daily 
pray for you that it may please almighty God to 
reward you, whereas I and my poor son am not 
able. Notwithstanding it may please you to con- 
sider that though you were good lord unto him, 
yet it was not his furtune to obtain his foresaid 
suit and purpose : which hath been to his great cost 
and diarge, also to his great hindrance divers ways; 
fear all this great while he hath lived on me and 
otter of his fin^ids. Parthar, as I p^nceive he hath 
been bold to come to dinner and supper to your 
lordship, by your goodness showed unto him, which 
• SeottepieeodiBg letter. 
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hath made him the more bolder to resort unto you 
at all times, whereby as yet he hath shifted the 
better. Desiring you to continue your goodness 
unto him^ considering his poverty, and mine also, I 
desire you to be good lord unto him in his poor 
suit, as I shall daily pray for your honourable lord- 
ship long to endure. 

Written at Nuneaton, the 24th day of February. 
Your daily beadwoman, 

Cecil Dudley. 
To the Right Honourable and my 

UDgular good lord^ my Lord 

Privy Seal. 

Endorsed, «Ao. xxx«. 
" The Lady Dudley." 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Anney Lady SheffingtoUy to Lord Cromwell. 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[mISCELL. letters, second series, vol. XXXIX. NO. 383. 8IATB 

PAPER OFFICE. Original.'] 

Right honourable and my singular good lord. 

My humble duty premised unto your good lordship, 
may it please the same to be advertised ; that, as I 
am informed, your lordship hath obtained of the 
king's grace the whole town and lordship of Lodding- 
ton, in the county of Leicester, which of late did 
belong to Launde Abbey ;* and the lordship place, of 

» A monastery of black canons, of the value of 510/. 16«. bd. 
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the same, vnth the demesnes thereof, as lam informed, 
is to be letten to farm, with a little pasture gromid, 
called Stelton ; wherefore, if it would please your 
good lordship to be so good and gracious lord to me 
as that I might become your poor tenant to the same, 
for some reasonable years, of such convenient rent as 
it is worth, then were I greatly bounden to your 
good lordship. For, as God knoweth, I have been so 
straitly ordered with my husband^s children, that I 
have no house of my late husband's to put my head 
in; neither have I any house of any other man but 
only from year to year. 

Wherefore, I beseech your lordship, some deal to 
pity this my poor suit, and I shall be very glad to do 
therein for your lordship's profit as another will do, 
with my hearty prayer during my life. And I beseech 
your lordship to continue my good lord in my suit of 
pardon to the king's grace, and to accept my poor 
servant, John Fosten, this bearer, to be a poor soli- 
citor to your lordship in these my suits and causes.. 
And I shall daily pray to God long to prosper your 
lordship, in honour and gladness. 

From Colliweston, the 27th day of April. 
Your daily beadwoman, 

DiLMB Anne Skeffington, 
Widow.* 
To the Eight Honourable 
and singular good lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal. 

> One other letter of Lady Skeffingtonis in existence besides those 
already mentioned. It is addressed to Lord Cromwell, intreating for 
a discharge from the sentence of outlawry issued against herself and 

E 2 
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LE1?TBR XXXVIIL 

Elizabeth^ Lady Delaware^ to Lord CromweU. 
A.D. 1539. 

[MISOmiiAWfeOUB EXCraSQITEBDOCUMBIlTS, IST SBBlBfl^t HO^SU. BOLLt. 

HOUSE. Ort^tna/.] 

•^* The followiBg letter, though an original, bears no other-sig-f 
nature than the letters £. L. ; the latter of which is so indistinctly 
-written as rather to resemble a C. The subject of it, however, clearly 
idtotlfies'the writer as the wife of Thomas West^ Lord Delaward^ ov^ 
aA he invariably wrote his own name, Thomas Lawarre/ This 
nobleman was involved in the accusation of treason which brought . 
Lord Montague and the Marquis of Exeter to the scaffold, but ifas 
fortunate enough to escape, and to regain the' royal fiureuf. 

The privy council, who were commissioned to examine him, 
reported in a letter to Henry YIII, dated December 21st, 1538, 
that they could find no ground to commit him to the Tower, althotj^ 
they had confined him closely wilhia the precinots of hia e«pa 
abode ; bat- that the ungrounded suspicion of treason, which would 
be involved in a Tower imprisonment, " should so much touch his 
hoiiesty, and he by the same should be put to such a rebuke tluil^k» 
sbovld never be aUe to recover it." On tbesegyouids they GMvre 
the royal pardon for the mercy extended towards him.^ 

In reference to the manor of Halfnakyd, he wrote two letters to 
CrotiHweU, dated the 18ih and 19th of November,^^ requesting net to' 
b^ tnnied out immediately, because in none other of hia houses waa 
there suitable provision of corn, cattle, and wood, and making. 
' arrangements for an equitable exchange with the king, asking for 
Wherwell nunnery in Hampshire, because, being situated in a 

others, who had been sureties to the king for her late husband. She 
complains that she is impoverished by age and sickness and unable 
to follow out her suits. Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxxix. 
foL 381. 

a Several of his letters are amongst the Misoellaneoiis Corres- 
pondence in the State Paper Office ; also, Lisle Papers, vol. vi. foL 9, 
et seq. ; and vol. xi, fol. 7. They are principally dated from 
Halfnakyd. 

^ Ellis' Letten, 1st series, vol. ii. p. 124. 

< Mis«^4 Letters^ 2nd series, vol. jIt^ ff. 135, 129. 
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yJntlWlt OQWltry, be ih|iik» it tk bealtby 4aU«)>le place for his wV<» m 
e^Be of his deatti, as she had no house of her own. As, however, 
it was valued at 1802L a year, and HaUiiakyd at only 140/., he offers 
tftiity u^ lh^ remaioing 8aHifipomlaBd8.in. Somersetskire or Glou- 
OflfttftPlbire* His request wan spcanted^ and, WhrnnveU conQmred 
upon hiiQ.^ He was a nobleman of generous bAbits, and bis death 
wi8gre»tly regretted, for he was said to keep the best and most hoe- 
pJMtat bi»iiM;i« Sussex^ 

My mo6t right honciurable lord. 

In my lowliest wise I recommend me to your g;pod 
lardsbqu Pleaseth your lordship for to ba advertisod 
that J have received your most loving and kind letter 
thai ever came to my poor heart. For I do perceive 
tb«V€>by that the king^s majesty, of his mere and gr^ 
«ious goodness hath forgiven my lord, my husbands 
hia offences that he hath done to his highness ; and 
mor^ver, of his gracious goodness, will not i^ko none 
^dvwtag^ of such recogni^^ance that my lord, my 
husband, was bound in with divers great lords and 
either gentlemen, but like a noble and pitiful king has 
forgiven my said lord, the which is the most joyous 
and comfortable thing to our hearts that ever came 
to us both, and bindeth us the days of our lives for to 
beteecb the blessed Trimty, long to continue his 
majesty in honour, and that we may have so much 
girace for to continue his faithful and true servants, 
as, we take God to record, wo be minded so to be. 

And, mine own good lord, where it pleased the 
king^s majesty for to have a mind and pleasure for to 
have Halfnakyd with the members, my good lord, his 
grace shall have my good will therein, with all my 
heart, if it were worth a thousand pound more than 
* Patent RoU, 31 Henry YIII. part 4, date Mwch 24th. 
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It is ; for there was never subjects more bounden to 
their king and sovereign lord than we be. For the 
which we be his highness', both Ufe, lands, and goods, 
and we verily trust to God so to continue during our 
poor lives. Also, my lord, next the king's highness, 
and our duty remembered to my lord prince's grace, 
we are most bound daily to pray for your good lord- 
ship. For, by your goodness and means to the king's 
grace, his highness is thus good lord to us, as we now 
find his highness, and doubt not, my good lord, that 
ever we will forget your goodness ; but that we will 
continue your's to the best of our powers during our 
lives. And, also, we will recompense some part of 
your lordship's goodness as soon as w*e can. 

And, good my lord, I beseech you for to be good 
lord to my lord my husband, that the land that we 
shall exchange for Halfnakyd might be good, and that 
we may have some reasonable leisure to depart from 
thence, considering that all our com and cattle, and 
other provision, is here upon Halfnakyd and Box- 
grave, and in no other place, and we can make no 
shift now for no money till summer, but we are very 
well contented, for to conclude in every thing with 
his grace as soon as it shall please his highness. And, 
also, his grace for to have the possession thereof, when 
it shall please him. And thus I beseech the blessed 
Trinity long preserve your good lordship. 

At Halfnakyd, the 8th day of November. 

Your good lordship'^s poor beadwoman, 

E. L. 

To the RightHonourable 
my Lord Privy Seal 
his good lordship. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Joanna Vane, Prioress ofDartfbrdy to Lord Cromwell. 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[inSCBLLAraOUS LBREBS, SBOOND SKRIE8, YOL. Till. NO. 46. STITE 

PIFBR OFFICE. Origwoi,} 

••* One of the modes adopted by CromweU, as preparatory to 
tlie diaaohitioii of the monasteriesy was to prevent the profession of 
any new noyices, so that gradual decay might sometimes spare the 
neeesnty of resorting to harsher measores. The present letter was 
written in reply to a mandate from him, endeavonring to prerent a 
yoong lady, who had gone throngh the initiatory stages, taking the 
final TOWS. The writer was the last prioress of the monastery of 
Hartford, and on its dissolntion received a pension of 662. 13#. id,, 
whilst twenty-three nuns, all who were then remaining in the house, 
had allowances, varying from 40«. to 61, a year. Joanna was a 
woman who ranked high for piety and discretion. John, bishop of 
Rochester, writing to Lord Cromwell upon the death of her prede- 
cessor, and the steps taken in reference to the election, says :— 

^ There is one of the sisters called Joan Yane, which, if it would 
please your lordship to favour, and prefer in the room, I think there 
ii not of them all a more meeter for it than she is, both of good 
virtue and religion, although there are in the house many elder 
than she is, yet is there none better learned nor more dbcreeter 
woman, she being herself above thirty."* 

In another letter on the same subject he says, that, though there 
were in 'the prioiy divers women, good in their sort, yet she 
exceeded them all, and that her elevation would conduce to the 
honour of God.b The present letter confirms her character as an 
amiable and pious woman.^^ 



Jesus. 
Bight honourable and my singolar good lord, 

In my most humble and obedient manner I have 

• Miscellaneous Letters, second series, voL xxxv. foL 119. 
b Ibid. fol. 108. 

^ Another letter, from Fetre to Lord Cromwell, upon her elec- 
tion, is in the same series, vol. zzzii. fol. 292. 
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me recommended miio your good lordship ; adver- 
tisiiig yomr good lordship that I haye received your 
gentle and loving letter toadiing the delireiy of aae 
Bridget Browning, one of my religioufl company, as yet 
not professed in the sight of the worlds but only in heart 
to God, who was brought to my monastery long time 
pasi» only by the great labour, means, and request, 
made by her mother to the late prioress of the sud 
monastery now deceased,'' to the intent she should be 
a religious woman and reduse, and nothing at th9 
desire nor request of the said late prioress, neither by 
her proToeation, neither yet by her nor me detained 
or kept against her friends' minds, contrary to any 
statute, decree, or ordinance, in that behalf provided; 
but that the said late prioress, I, and my listers, have 
always been ready to permit and suffer the said 
Bridget to depart to her said mother at her free will 
and liberty ; which to do she always* being very aora 
prefixed in her outward mind, and also as it sboidd 
seem in her heart to my said religion, hath refused 
and denied. Wherefore it may please your good 
lordship that she may come to your lordship^s presence, 
and that the effects of her heart and mind may be I^ 
your good lordship tenderly accepted and heard ; and 
farther she to be remitted as it shall appertain to your 
good lordship'^s great wisdom and authority. Wherein 
your good lordship shall bind me and all oihsr 
my sisters to be your lordship's daily oratrices. As 
knoweth our Lord God, who ever have your good 
lordship in his tuition and governance. 

^ EUizabeih Crenenor. 
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Writtea at Dxrtford the 9th day of September, hj 
joar lordship^i poor and faithful oratrice, 

Joanna Yank, Prioress. 

To tte Bic^HoBoanUe and 
hflr BJngBfaiT' good lord, inj^Lord 



LETTER XL. 

Fbremce Barmewe^ late Prioress of AmbreAury^ to Lard 
CromwdL a«d. vers. 1539. 

[mSGBLLAKBOUB LBRERS," SBOOHD 8EKIES, YCM.. I. KO. 117. STATE 

PAPER OFFICE. Otiginol.l 

%* Is tiieTCfj impegrfeet list of the prioresaes of Ambresbnrj, 
ghran in the Moaastiooii Anglicawmn^* no name occurs between 
SObQIa de Moniaeiitey who died in 1420, and "Joan Darrell^'who 
veliBfBiahed the monaaterj in 1540. Florence Bomiewe rnint haTe 
been the immediati^ predeeeaaor of thia latter lady. Asearijaa 
1535, or 1536, an attempt had been made on the part of Cromwell's 
emiaaariee to persuade the prioress volmitarily to surrender her 
nMBntcvy into the king^ hands, but this she steadil j refosed. Dr. 
TregnuMi and his feUow-oommiasioDers thus addressed Secretary 
Cromwell on the subject : — 

« We came to Ambreslmryy and there communed with the abbess 
for the aeeoiaplishmeBt of the king's liiglmAMi> oommisBion in like 
sort ; and, albeit we have used as many ways with her as our poor 
wits could attain, yet, in the end, we could not, by any persuasions, 
bring her to any conformity, but at ail times she rested and so 
remaineth in these terms, ' If the king's highness command me to 
go from this house, I will gladly go, though I beg my bread ; and 
as for pension, I care for^none.' In these terms she was, in all her 
D, praying us many times to trouble her no farther 

Vol. iL pu 334. 
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heroMtf lor die had dedazed her foil mindy in the whidi we m^^ 
phmlj gather of her words she wasfbUjr fixed befote our eonung.'^ 
Her ateadiiiHW STcrted for a while the dreaded erioBybiit at 
length the lojal mandate azriTed. Yeiy aorrowfiil were the fedings 
with whieh man j of the reeloses abandoned the hooaea where th^ 
had intended to find an asjrkmi to the eloee of life, and to whidi 
aome of them had bequeathed their ample fortnnea, and f<Nuid them- 
•elTes dependant on the eaprieions charitj of Henry YIIL, hot their 
cmly resonice was in the monmfnl snbmisBiTenes of which the fol- 
Ibllowing letter affords a qpfeeimen. The death of tfie writer, afanoat 
inmiediately after, sared her from any share in the impending cala- 
mities of her conTent.^ 



Right honourable my singular good lord, 

I humbly reconmiend me unto your good lordship, 
and have received the hinge's most gracious letters and 
yours, touching the resignation of my poor office in 
the monastery of Ambresbury ; according to the 
purport of which letters and your good advertisement, 
I have resigned my said office into the hands of the 
king 8 noble grace, before the commissioners thereto 
appointed ; tiiisting that such promises as the same 
commissioners have made unto me for assurance of 
my living hereafter shall be performed. And so I 
most humbly beseech your good lordship, in the way 
of charity, to be means for me unto the king's high- 
ness, that I may be put in surety of my said living, 
during the little time that it shall please God to grant 
me to live. And I shall continually during my time 
pray to God for the preservation of the hinge's most 
excellent no[ble] grace, and your honourable estate 

. Miacellaneoiis Letters, second series, yoI. xliii. foL 227. 

^ A letter from Southwell Came, London, and other commis- 
sioners, upon the surrender of Ambresbury, is in Miseellaneous 
Letters, second scries, toI. xl. fol. 553, date December 7th. 
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long to endure. At the poor monastery [of] 

Ambresbory^ the 10th day of this present months 

Augost; 

By your poor 0[|ratrice]] 

Florence BoQnnbwe,] 

late prioress [there.] 

To the Bight Hononnlile and my 
smgolar good lord, mj Lord 
Cromwell and Lord PrWj Seal. 

Endorsed, *<Florenee Bonnewe, Prioress of 
Ambresbuyy deBunng to have her stipend 
for life." 



LETTER XLI. 

Princess Mary to Lord Cromwell a.d. 1539. 

[SmTH KS., NO. 68, FOL. 17. BODLBIAN UBRABT.] 

i 

%* The matter which had been opened to the princess by 
Mr. Wriothesley, and to which she refers in the following letter, 
was the negotiation for her marriage with Philip, Dnke of Bavaria, 
who was at this time paying his earnest suit to her.« Wriothesley'a 
letter to Cromwell, detailing his interview with her on this subject, 
is printed firom Heame's Sylloge^ by Miss Strickland,*^ and should 
be read in eonneetion with the present. 

* In a gossiping letter to Lord Lisle, from his confidential servant, 
John Hnsee, dated December 22nd, 1539, he says : — 

<< Your lordship shall understand that this day my lord privy seal 
and duke Philip of Bavaria are ridden to Enfield, where my lord 
prince and my lady Mary's grace doth lie, therefore some thinketh 
her grace eometh not to Baynard's Castle now." — Lisle Papers, vol. 
iv. foL 68. State Paper Office. See also Queens of England, vol. 
V. p. 226. 

b Queens of England, vol. v. p. 224. 
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My lord, 

After my n»)st hearty commfiiidatiQiut;; I.<kliii;.ifi 
semblable manner, thank you for your geniitb ami 
friendly letters. How I have proceeded, touching 
the counael of the same for the matter declared by 
Mr. Wriothesley, because both by his relation and by 
my letters to the king's majesty you shall perceive ; I 
shall not trouble you with my vain words. ia writing: 
only this I will add, that, howsoever I am^ in this kmd 
of thing affected, his highness, in this and all other 
things during my life^ shall find me hia most humble 
and obedient daughter, subject, and servant ; and so 
I beseech you ever to say and answer for me : I shall 
not, God willing, disapprove your saying in the same, 
while the breath shall be in my body ; as knows our 
Lord, who send you health. 

From Hertford Castle, the 17th of December, late 
at night. 

I beseech your lordship to pardon me that I write 
not this letter of mine own hand. I was somethmg; 
weary with the writing of the other letter ; and^ufioQi 
trust of your goodness, I caused one of my men in 
this to supply the place of a secretary. 

Your assured loving friend, during mj Ufe^ 

Mabt« 



LETTER XLII. 

Margaret J Countess of Salisbury, to Lord Lisle. 

[ti8LK< p^KBS), TOL. Yii^ jra 59. STATB PAPEB OFFICE. Original,] 

*^* Passing over the illegitimacy of the birth of Artfanv Planta- 
genet, Viscount Lisle, he and the Countess of Salisbury were first 
oouaiiM, ihsir fathers, Edward lY., and George Duke of Clarence, 
bamg owa, brothers. The only remaining letter of the countess 
knowir to bein existence, besides. those given in the present volumasy 
i8:oiie]n.ii^iich, in conjunotiou with Lord.Husee, her fellow oflScial 
iik.iha. household, of the princess Mary,, she writes to CromweU, 
desizing the fanning o£ a recently-suppressed prbry in Camarrony 
North Wales, for a footman of the princess, John. Eeigimld, whidh 
gEant, they say, *'will be pleasure unto her grace."* Her latest 
known antograpk is impended to a lease of the manor of Newton, in 
tSnffoHr, datpd Nov;. 3rd,. 1538^. ik few months before her in^risoun 
msBt^ Notwithstanding her ag^ and already acciimiilating.florrows, 
thfthaadis remadcably bold and firm.^^ 



Mine own good cousin. 

In my hearty manner I recommend me unto you, and 
to my lady your wife, being glad to hear of your good 
liftatih ; praying you, that where my friend Bichaxd 
Baioeriff by your farour appointed to the king's ser- 
vice in Calaifl, it may please you to be good lord unto 
faHOf aad.the rather for my sake, in all such things aft 
yoiimay d6 him favour therein ; for I doubt not but 
thfli.yeiiBhall find him an honest man, and meet to 
do 'tlw'kii^ service. And thus I pray Jesu preserve- 

• lAbcel'. Letters^ 2nd series^ voL xrm. foL 404, dated fremr the 
manor of Knolle, Nov. 30th. 

^ I>siie»€harter, No. 31. Bodleian library. 

^ In Miscel. Letters, 3rd senes, vol. iv. fol. 158, is a curious letter 
MRrfisni 'WiUiam Labone, a priest an4 sclM)ofana8ter. 
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you in good health, and prosperous to His plea- 
sure. 

At Bysham, the 6th day of March. 
By your loving cousin, 

Margaret. Salisbury. . 
To my loving consin^ 
my Lord Lisle. 

The tragical destiny of the Coontess of Salishnry is familiar to 
most readers. In 1539 she was attainted of high treason.* The 
proofs brought against her were, that several Papal bolls had been 
jbund in her house at Cowdray, that she was in correspondenee with 
her son Reginald, afterwards the celebrated Cardinal Pole, and that 
she had forbidden her tenantry to read the New Testament, or any 
of the books recently privileged by the king. 

Another sore point was that, in her staunch adherence -to the 
Roman Catholic faith, she strongly opposed the suppression of the 
monasteries, and used her private influence to prevent their being 
Submissively yielded to the king.b But her greatest offence was a 
design to marry her son Reginald to the princess Mary. A eorioas 
inedited letter, amongst the Lisle Papers, addressed to Lord Lisle,^ 
presents the following particulars : — 

« Pleaseth it your lordship, so it is that there was a coat of arms' 

* Godwin's Annals, p. 68. Her papers seem, however, to have 
been seized as early as December, 1538, for on the 6th of that 
month the Earl of Southampton wrote to inform CromweU that he 
had been, according to the king's command, to liady Sahsbuiy, and 
demanded her will ; that she said it was amongst her chests, whidi 
he accordingly had fetched, and there found two wills, an old one, 
dated Anno 20, but which was cancelled by having the signature eat 
off. On being questioned about it, the Countess said she had cut off 
her name, that it might be thoroughly worthless when she made the 
new one ; this was dated September, Anno 30, (1538,) and South- 
ampton sent both up to the king, and waited further ciders. — 
MisceL Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxxix. fol. 444. State Paper Office. 

^ Letter of Sir Nichobw Carew to Secretary CromweU. MiseeL 
Letters, 2nd series, voL v. art 139. 

c Vol. iv. art. 67. State Paper Office. The signatoze of the 
letter has unfortunately been torn off. 

^ In the journals of the House of Lords, vol. i. p. 107, tfaai^ 
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found in the Dnehess of Salisbury's coffer/and by the one side of the 
coat there was the king's grace's arms of EngUnd, that is, the lions 
without the flours de lis, and about the whole arms was made pansies 
for Pole, and marygolds for my lady Mary. This was about the coat 
of arms, and betwixt the marygolds and the pansies was made a tree 
to rise in the midst, and on the tree a coat of purple. hanging on a 
bough, in tokening of the coat of Christ, and on the other, side of 
the coat all the passion of Christ. Pole intended to have married 
my lady Mary, and betwixt them both should again arise the old 
doctrine of Christ. This was the intent that the coat was made, as 
it is openly known in the parliament house, as master Sir George 
Speke showed me. And thus my lady marchioness, niy lady Salis- 
bury, Sir Adrian Fortescue, Sir Thomas Dingley, with divers others, 
are attainted to die by act of Parliament." The two ladies did not 
suffer death immediately, but were confined in the Tower, where 
they were so severely treated as to be destitute of almost the 
ordinary comforts of life. Thomas Philipps, one of their jailors, 
touched with compassion, presented. on their behalf the following 
petition, probably addressed to some member of the privy council 'J^ — 

" Pleaseth it your good lordship, this is to advertise you that I, 
Thomas Philipps, by reason that I am daily conversant with them 
that are pensive, can no less do but utter the same to your honour- 
able lordship. 

^* First, the lady marchioness feareth sore lest she stand in dis- 
pleasure of the king's most gracious highness, and so, consequently 
wanting your lordship's fsivour. 

** The second' is, she saith she wanteth raiment, and hath no 
change but only that that your lordship commanded to be provided. 

^ Further, she saith that her gentlewoman. Mistress Constance, 
hath no manner of change, and that that she hath is sore worn. 
Another gentlewoman she hath, that is master comptroller's maid, 
and hath been with her one whole year and more, and very sorry is 
she that she hath not to recompence them, at the least their 
wages. 

** Farther, if it like your good lordship, the Lady Salisbury maketh 
great moan for that she wanteth necessary apparel both for to change 
and also to keep her warm." . 

coat is mentioned as having been shown in the house by Crom- 
well (May 12th, 1539) ; but the description of it is far less minute 
than the present. Some of the insignia were the same as those 
used by the rebels in the north. 
• Miscellaneous Exchequer Documents, 1st series, No. 1752. 
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^Hiis pitiful petition was raponded to, as apptnn by the fiMamiag 

memwa ndmn of the Privy Cocmoii i — 

^ l8t Biaxvh, 1541, a letter wassent to Stixtt,theqiieeiiVftalkir, topro- 

^ride and make meet for the late Countess of Samm, being prisoner 

in the Tower, -the parcels of apparel and other necesnries ensoing. 

^ In prinas, a nightgown, fonred, a kirtle of worsted, and pettnoat 
fnmd. 

** Item, another gown of the fashion of night-gown of aaye, iintd 
with satin of Gypms, and faeed wHh satin. 

*^ Item, a bonnet with a frontlet. 

** Item, fonr pair of hose. 
- '* Item, four pair of shoes, and one pair of Blippers."a 

After an imprisonment of two years, the Gonntess of Saiisluiry, 
the last of the Flantagenets, was beheaded May 27th, 1541, at 70 
years of age, with eircmnstanees of peculiar horror, arising from her 
indignant refusal to die the death of a traitor without fearful personal 
▼Wence. Her fate is thus qimintiyTekted by a contemporary pott, 
George Cayendish, in one of a series of visionB which flitted anraK 
bis i ma g inat ive brain.^ 

The Author 6. C. ($peakg). 
^Bndmgihns her plamt, another waa oomiiig. 
Of courage impotent, and;dieep worn age. ; 
Whose piteous decay, if that I had cunning, 
I would express her grievous damage, 
AHhongkahe were a lady of ^aeeUent pixent^ge, 

a Acts of the Privy Ck)uncil, vol. vii., p. 147. ^he paymenfaior 
her for these and other articles was as follows : — 

^Item, paid to John Stutt, the queen's tailor, by the king's -timr- 
rant, dated 12th April, Anno 32, for certain apparel by him bought 
and made for Margaret Pole, late Countess of Salisbury, as appcareth 
by a bill in full payment of the same warrant the sum of 112. 16«. Ad.** 
•^Aecpunt'Book of Henry VIII, y Arundel MS, 97, fd. 185. 

^ Item, to Sir Edmund Walsingham, Knight, lieutenant of the 
Tower of London, by the king's warrant, for the board wages of a 
woman attending upon the late Countess of Samm, within the said 
Tower, by the space of 83 weeks, at 18£^. per week, 6/. 4«. Zd. And 
for her charges for one year and a half, 60s, ; and for the provision 
of other necessaries for the said late Countess, 66«. fid, in full pay- 
ment of the same warrant, 121. lU. 9d.'*^Ibid,fol, 186. 

** The diet of Margaret Pole, Henry Courtney, and Henry Pole, for 
two months, from March 3l8t,32o, (1541) to May 22nd, 33S (1541) 
cost 26/. 13*.4d."— /6W. fol. 188. 

^ Singer's Edit, of Cavendish's Wolsey, vol. ii. p. 45. 
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Of the blood royal lineally descended, 

Yet by crael Fortane at mischief she ended. 

Ck>imTB8S OF Saubbubt. 
This matron her plaint began in tide wise : 
Alas ! (quoth she) age hath no more assurance 
Of Fortune's severity, whom she doth despiBe, 
Than hath lusty youth ; all hangeth in her balance. 
Disposing as she will to favour or to mischance ; 
Which I have felt, as well the one as the other. 
Although I was the daughter of a king's brother. 

Leading thus my life according to mine estate, 
I was the more esteemed for my grave ^demeanoiir, 
I banidied always the cause of xiot and debate 
Out of my hall, my chamber, and my bower, 
With whom I had none acquaintance day nor hour ; 
So that myaovereign, for my sad disposition. 
Assigned me the govamanceand.pradeDt direstion 

Of his only daughter, then princess of this land. 
Of fismiuine virtues the very sovereign flower ; 
The tsare then of whom I gladly took in hand. 
To govern and rule, as lady governor 
Of that sweet lady, I did my best endeavour, 
"For whom God I did beseech and pray 
' That he would preserve her long and many a day. 

Yet, at the last, for all my sober life. 

The ehance of fortune I could nowise resist, 

Whosa^cruelty mine honour cruelly did deprive. 

And gave me an overthrow x>r ever I it wist ; 

With a frowning countenance she struck at me her fist, 

As though she had said, in words express,-— 

Thou shalt not escape this hand of cruelness. 

' I saw no remedy ; for death with his mace 

€kive me icheck-mate : led to execution, 
THiere booted no excuse, I could find no grace, 

I was condemned without examination ; 

Of theTlantagenets last of that generation, 

Which bare that name of old and noble fame, 
^'Sometime esteemed, and now in worldly shame. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Elizabeth^ Duchess of Notfolk, to Lord Cromwell. 
A.D. 1539. 

[MISCELL. LGTTEBS, Ist SEUIES, TOL. Vni. NO. 154. STATB PAPEB 

OFFICE. OriginalJl 

*«* The Duke of Norfolk uras greatly embarrassed how to deal 
with his wife^ and where to iiDd a fitting asylum for her. At one 
time, when on the eve of a journey, he thus wrote to Cromwell, 
** Furthermore, my lord, I require you by your wisdom to find the 
means my wife may sojourn in some honest place, and I shall help 
her with some other better living if she so do — and surely if she do 
not, and continue in her most false and abominable lies and obstinacy 
against me, if God bring me home agam, I shall not fail, unless 
the king's highness command me the contrary, to lock her up. For 
I think the apparent false lies were never contrived by a wife of her 
husband that she doth daily increase of me."* 

He had made another fruitless attempt to obtain for her an asylum 
with her brother Stafibrd, an arrangement referred to by her in 
the following letter— but Stafford had declined the perilous charge 
in the following curious epistle : — 

*< Please it your grace to understand that this day I received your 
letter, whereby I perceive your grace's desire again concerning the 
taking of my lady your wife into my house. My lord, I had trusted 
that in my last letter I had laid such considerations to your grace, 
that you would never have required me more in that behalf, but 
now I perceive you would constrain me to speak further than I 
thought to have done, or else I must grant that that should be my 
utter undoing— which is to put your grace in remembrance of her 
accustomed wild language, which lieth not in my power to stop, 
whereby so great danger might ensue to me and all mine^ though I 
never deserved it. Wherefore, I beseech your grace to pardon m^ 
though I think unkindness in your grace to desire that wherdn your 
grace is assured by long experience, I can do no good, but put me 

* Miscellaneous Letters, 1st series, vol. viL foL 44. State Paper 
Office. 
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and mine in great jeopardy, as knows our Lord, who preserve your 
grace in honour , and send my lady a better mind. 

'^ At my poor house besides Stafford, the 13th day of May. 
" Your grace's, to do you 

service or pleasure, 
** To the Duke of Norfolk's ** Henbt Stafford., 

good grace, this be delivered." 

This proposition of a residence with Lord Stafford is alluded to by 
the duchess in the following letter. 



My very good lord, 

In my most loving wise that my heart can think, I 
recommend me unto you. The cause of my writing 
to your good lordship at this time is such : I had a 
priest in my house, the which was put to my service 
by Mistress Daniell, which was my old lady of Nor- 
folk's gentlewoman, and I have put away one of my 
servants for his ill rule, three days afore the first 
Sunday of Lent ; and my priest. Sir William, I sent 
him to the town upon my message, and when he 
came again to do me his message, then it fortuned I 
asked him, whether he would fast this Lent, and he 
answered me again, and said he had fasted this Lent 
ever since he was fourteen years of age ; and now 
he would not fast this Lent, till he did see a new 
world. And I rebuked him for it, and asked him 
what he meant by that new world. Then he said 
he meant another way ; and with that went his 
way, as Abram and Parker, my servants, can show 
your good lordship ; the which I pray you heart- 
fully give credence to them both, for they were 
by and heard the matter as well as I. Then I sent 

* Miscellaneous Letters, 1st series, vol. iiu fol. 100. 
VOL. III. P 
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for the archdeaeon of St Albans,* and Mr. Rowlett, 
and commanded him to the gaol. And here I have 
sent to your lordship, by the bearers hereof, a book 
that I had by chance, which book is of juggling, the 
which he hath kept these three years, by his own 
confession, as my servant, Parker, can shew your 
lordship how I came by it, the which is too long to 
write to trouble your lordship withal. And I sent 
to Mr. Rowlett, to examine him in the gaol ; and sent 
for Mr. Conyngesby, because he was a justice of 
peace of that shire, to have the examination of him : 
what he meant by the new world, and for what intent 
he kept that book, uncomely for any priest to have ; 
and he could make them but a small answer. And so 
the justices of peace counselled me to send him to 
your lordship, and so I was minded. Before this time, 
I made him to be examined whether he would confess 
any more. Since he was in the gaol, he hath written 
a letter with his own hand, as Mr. Conyngesby can 
shew you. I pray your good lordship to give credence 
to both my servants. I pray your lordship te take 
no displeasure with my rude writing, for I have no 
counsel but myself in writing of my letter. I have 
written to you every thing of this matter ; and so I 
pray your good lordship so to accept it. 

I pray you shew my husband the last letter that I 
sent to you, and to write me an answer, whereto I 
shall trust. He sent me a word by Master Rowlett, 
since I send your lordship the letter, that he would 
have me to sojourn^ with my brother Stafford, or my 

* Probably William East. ^ Snggeyng in orig. 
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Lord Huflsey. I would not be in my Lord Grriy's 
house, of all the houses that I know, an I were dis- 
posed to sojoimi, as I am not. My lord my husband 
have sent to me two years a^, by Mr* Rowlett, that 
I would not do* I knew whero6»re my lord my 
husband would have me sojourn, to keep me barer 
than I am. He thinks, then, that I should sojourn, 
which intent is to brmg me to his purpose, and rule 
me ; as I am sure they shall not do, as long as I 
offend 'not the king's good grace in word nor deed. I 
am of age to rule myself, as I have done these five 
years, since my lord my husband put me away. 
Seeing that my lord my husband reckoned me to 
be so unreasonable, it were better that I kept me 
away, and keep my own house still, and trouble no 
other body, as I am sure I should so. And so I pray 
your lordship tell him so. I know well at length, 
when I have sojourned awhile, then he will be angry 
with them. If they cannot bring their purpose about, 
he would hate them as much as I have known my 
lord my husband hath done other that hath both 
spoken and written in his cause, thcragh I would not 
follow it ; and that he said^' that they had given me 
ill cotmsel. But I have letters to shew contrary. 
Therefore I pray you, my lord, take no displeasure 
with me, although I have not followed your lordship's 
good counsel, and your letters, as touching my lord 
my husband for to come home again, which I will 
never do during my life. No more unto your lordship 
at this time; but Jesu send you health and long life, 
and as much honour as I would have myself. 
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Written at Redbome, the 3rd day of March. 

My lord, one special cause which I had forgotten, 

which put me most in dread, that my priest did say 

before my servants, when I had taken the book of 

juggling from him : he said he would not for nothing 

it should be known from whence* the book did come. 

By your most bounden during my life, 

E. Norfolk. 
To my especial good lord, 
Lord of Privy Seal, this 
letter be delivered with 
all speed. 

Endorsed 

*<Ao. xxx"o 
« The Duchess of Norfolk."'' 



LETTER XLIV.: 
Anne^ Lady Conyers^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[cotton. MS., VESPASIAN, F. XIII. ART. 175, FOL. 159. Ort^floZ.] 

*«* Lady Conyers was the daughter of Thomas Lord Bacres, of 
the north,c and the widow of Christopher Lord CJonyers, who died in 
the year 1538.'* Her brother William Lord Dacres wrote to Lord 

• Thence in orig. 

^ The last letter in this series addressed to Cromwell is in the 
Cottonian MS., Titus, B. I. fol. 383, and is dated January 2% 1540, 
but it is principally a repetition of those here given. 

<: Dugdale calls her the daughter of William Lord Bacres, bnt he 
could not have a daughter nearly so old, besides which, in the letter 
named below, he distinctly speaks of her as his sister, 

^ WiUiam Cholmley writing to Richard Cromwell, on Monday, 
Sept. 16th, this year, requests leave from Lord CromweU for Lord 
Conyers to come to town to consult the physicians about a severe 
quartan ague with which he was attacked. — Miscell. Letters, 3rd 
series, vol. ii. fol. 67. 
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Cromwell on the 3rd of February, 1539, entreating him to befriend 
his poor sister, the Lady Conyers, who was coming up to be a suitor 
for herself and her children, since without aid she could not bring 
them up.* 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

I humbly recommend me unto your good lordship 
with such like and most hearty thanks unto the same, 
as well for your manifold gratuities and goodness in 
sundry wise shewed to this bearer my son as for your 
kind and comfortable letters lately by your servant 
Thomas Baffurth, addressed to me a poor and deso- 
late widow, by the contents ** whereof I do perceive 
that the king's most gracious majesty hath committed 
the order and governance of my said son and his 
inheritance during his minority unto your lordship ; 
the which (is) surely much to my rejoice and comfort, 
having assured hope and confidence that, according to 
your accustomed inclination to pity and justice, you 
will favourably consider the good and rightful titles 
and interests of me and my poor younger children) 
whom my lord and late husband, whose soul almighty 
Jesu accept to his infinite mercy, hath as the execu- 
tors of his last will and testament charged with great 
debts, amounting unto as much or more than all his 
goods, specialties, and other moveables will discharge; 
the which insufficiency of his goods, in respect of his 
debts, and also his two daughters and a younger son<^ 

• MisceU. Letters, 2nd series, vol ix. fol. 13. State Paper Office. 
^ Contynue in orig. 

« Elizabeth, afterwards married to George Place, Esq., of Walnaley ; 
Mary, to Sir Marmaduke Constable ; and Leonard, who died young. 
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not being provided for or advanced to any surety of 
living by marriages or other policies, my said lord 
and late husband, foreseeing and considering three 
years past before his death in his communications, 
articles, ai^d covenants of the marriage of his son and 
heir with my lord of Cumberland's daughter^ did 
always reserve liberty to order and direct the profits 
of a parcel of his inheritance, to supply the lack of his 
said goods and substance, for the purposes aforesaid, 
according whereunto, by deliberate advice of his 
friends, he made and executed certain assurance of 
parcill of his inheritance without cunning, collusion, or 
any other occasion, save only his urgent njeoassities, 
the copies of all which his deeds and doings, with the 
true value both of his hereditaments and also of his 
goods and chattels, I have sent unto your lordship, 
of intent (that) as well his acts as bis intent therein 
may be apparent unto you» most humbly beseeching 
your good lordship of your lawful favour and further- 
ance in these premises, and farther that it will please 
your good lordship that I may be your farmer of my 
said son s lands, if it may like you, for the upholding 
of his housijes and safeguard of his game, giving as 
muoh therefor as any other will, and finding sufficient 
surety for the same at your lordship'^s pleasure. And 
also in the assignment of my poor living or dow^er, 
the which I am not able otherwise ta recompense 
but with my continual prayers, whereof your lord- 
ship shall always be assured ; as knoweth the Holy 
Trinity, who send your good lordship long and 
prosperous continuance with much increase of 
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honour. From the castle of Skelton this 10th day 
of July, 

By your most bounden, 

Anne CoirraRs. 



LETTER XLV. 

Atme^ Lady Conyers^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[MISCELL. LBTTEBS, 2nd series^ vol. Yll. FOL. 13. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Original.^ 

Right honourable, and my most especial good lord, 

I humbly require your good lordship to have in 
your lordship's piteous remembrances the poverty and 
great necessity of me and my children, who, since the 
death of my lord and husband, whose soul God 
pardon, have had nothing to live upon, but as we 
have borrowed amongst our poor friends, and daily 
sundry of the creditors of my said lord my husband 
calls upon me for such debts as he was indebted unto 
them; the which I shall never be able to pay, unless 
I may be therein relieved and holpen by the profits of 
such of my said husband'^s lands as he devised and 
assigned to that purpose, and for the preferment of 
his children. Most humbly beseeching your good 
lordship, having the premises in your piteous consider- 
ation, to direct unto me your lordship's charitable 
order, as well in the assignment of my dower and 
living, as for the relief of my said poor children, and 
the payment of my said husband's debts, and not to 
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be displeased with me for my incessant clamour and 

suits to your lordship for the obtaining of the same. 

For surely, my lord, extreme poverty and necessity 

constrains me thereunto ; as knows our Lord God, 

who send your good lordship long and prosperous 

continuance in much honour. 

From Skelton, the 17th day of October. 

Your most bounden poor beadwoman, 

Anne Conyers. 

To the Right Honourahle my 
most smgular good lord my 
Lord Privy Seal, this be 
delivered. 



LETTER XLVL 



Margaret^ Marchioness Dowager of Dorset^ to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[MISCELL. LETTERS, 2ND SERIES, VOL. IX. NO. 26. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. OriginaW^ 

*«* The date of the following letter seems to be 1539. On the 
10th of July, 1538, the young Marquis of Dorset, havbg just come 
of age, was put into possession of all his lands.* The son, over 
whose interests the marchioness had so tenderly watched, ill repaid 
her cares when he arrived at years of maturity, and was continually 
endeavouring to wrest from her the jointure left her by her husband, 
and even her household furniture, when her old age and sickness 
should have entitled her to a large share of filial respect and 
deference. 



My very good lord, 

After my right hearty recommendations to your 
good lordship remembered. Where I lately received 

* Repert. Originalia, 30 Henry VIIl. Addit. MS. 6365,, fol. 75. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 105 

your loving and gentle letter concerning a reasonable 
end to be made by the lord chancellor and your 
lordship between my son Marquis and me ; my lord, 
notwithstanding that I know no such variance between 
him and me, but that we might end the same among 
ourselves, without troubling any other between us, 
yet undoubtedly I am no less glad to have our 
matters ended by the said lord chancellor and your 
lordship than my said son is, and especially by your 
lordship, who hath always borne so good heart 
towards my lord my late husband, whose soul Jesu 
pardon, that I doubt not you do now the same 
towards all his children indifferently. Which is right 
well approved by your goodness now shewed to my 
son Thomas, for whom I most heartily thank your 
lordship; heartily requiring you to continue good 
lord and master unto him, and to call sharply on him 
for his diligent service towards you ; whereby your 
lordship shall do him more good than that little 
living left unto him by my lord his father shall 
be worth. 

My lord, there goeth many untrue and light 
reports of my unnatural and unkind dealing towards 
my son Marquis, much to my slander and rebuke, 
which trouble me not a little, considering how good 
mother I have always been towards him in heart and 
deed, and what pain and trouble I have sustained, 
and what bonds I have brought my friends into, 
since the death of my good lord his father, only for 
his commodity and wealth. Wherein I have this 
only comfort, that I know well neither your lordship, 
F 2 
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nor any other of my lords of the Idng'^s coimoil, of your 
great wi»dom» will give credit to any such lewd and 
false reports, till you have heard the answer thereof. 
Of truth, my lord, I never reckoned that little portion 
which my son Marquis, by the order of the laws of 
the realm, shall now enjoy> to be meet or sufficient 
to maintain his estate : wherefore I have always been, 
and am at this present, contented to enlarge it with 
such part of the lands liable to the last will of my 
said lord my late husbaAd^ as the lord chancellor 
and your lordship shall think convenient, reserving 
always to myself my jointure and dower ; whereof I 
doubt not your lordships of your honours will in no 
wise minish or abate any part from me. And as 
touching the valuations of my son Marquis^ lands» I 
know not but he hath as much thereof as I can help 
him unto. I have at this time sent unto my sw 
Medley to make good search for such things as may 
do my said son Marquis any pleasure in the suit of 
his livery ; and have also commanded my said son 
Medley to attend on your lordship with my counsel 
for the knowledge of your farther pleasure in these 
matters ; heartily beseeching you, my good lord, to 
give farther credence to my son Medley, this bearer, 
trusting verily that there shall be nothing determined 
in these things without mine assent thereto; beseech^ 
ing you, my lord, to be good lord unto me, a poor 
widow, in these matters, and in all other that I shall 
have to do with your lordship, as you have been 
always* As knoweth Almighty Qod, who b^blA your 
good lordship good life and long, to Ins pleasure. 
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Written at Sir Sichard Clement's Moat, in Kent, the 
8th day of February* 

Your lordship'^s assured during my lile, 

Margabet Dorset. 

To my very good lord, 
my Lord of the Privy 
Seal. 



LETTER XLVII. 

Mcargaret^ Marchioness Dowager of Dorset^ to Lord 
Cromwell. Sih March, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[MISCBLL. letters, 2nd 8EBIB8, VOL. IX. 90. 31. STATE PAPBB OFFICE. 

My very good lord, 

It may please you to be advertised that where it 
pleased your lordship to write for my son Marquis to 
come up for the determination of mine accompt, 
remaining yet undiscussed ; I heartily beseech you, 
my lord, if it may so stand with your pleasure, to 
take some good order between him and me now 
at this time ; and if so be that, for the great and 
weighty causes of the king's highness, your lordship 
cannot at this time be at leisure to have the hearing 
and to determine an end between us, my humble 
request is to you, my good lord, that the revenues of 
those lands which be liable to the wills of my late 
lord my husband, and my lady Cecil,, my lord's 
mother, be no longer received by my son Marquis ; 
for he payeth no debts, neither to the king s highness 
nor no other. And every term I am importunately 
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called upon for them. Wherein I beseech your lord- 
ship to be good lord to me, a poor widow, that now, 
in my old age, I ma>y live in some rest and quietness, 
which I am sure never to come to but through your 
lordship'^s only help ; beseeching your lordship to give 
farther credence to this bearer ; for if I were in case 
able to ride or go, I would have given attendance 
upon you myself, but unfeignedly, my lord, I am so 
troubled divers ways I am not able to endure the 
pain of any labour. As knoweth Almighty God, who 
send your lordship good life and long, to his pleasure. 
— At Christchurch, my lord chancellor's house in 
London, the 8th day of March. 

Your lordship'^s assured to my power, 

Margaret Dorset.^ 
To my very good lord, my 
Lord of the Privy Seal, 
be this given. 



LETTER XLVIIL 



Margaret^ Marchioness Dowager of Dorset^ to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[cotton. MS., VESPASIAN, F. XIII. ART. 136, F. 121. Holograph,] 

In the honour of our Lord's passion, my lord, I 
beseech you to be my good lord, and consider me, 

■ On the 18th of April, probably this same year, the marchi- 
oness wrote again to Cromwell from the Lord Chancellor's house, 
stating that without his help, it would be impossible for her to 
comply with the Chancellor's requests, even in furnishing the first 
payment required from her. Miscellaneous Letters, 2nd series, 
vol X. fol. 25. 
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a poor widoW) how unkindly and extremely I am 
handled by my son Marquis, that I cannot be suffered 
to have mine own stuff out of mine own house. I 
think there is few mothers alive so handled by their 
children: wherefore I beseech you, my very good lord, 
for the love of God, cause my son to send down his 
letter to his servants that I may have^my said stuff 
delivered; for there lies all this while my servants 
and their men, with their carts and horses, which 
stands me in no little money. And much it will be 
to my rebuke and shame, if they should come and 
leave that behind them that they were sent for. My 
lord, if I had a loving child and a good obedient child 
of my son Marquis, as I have even clean the contrary, 
he would not strive with me for my stuff, nor nothing 
else that of right I ought to have, considering my 
years and sickness, with continual aches and pains. 
I know that he knows full well I have whereby it 
may well be perceived, that my time cannot be long 
to keep him from that thing that he ought to have — 
wherefore I eftsoons beseech you, my good lord, help 
me to this letter, with all the speed that may be, for 
their long tarrying there hinders me sore. My lord, 
I beseech you let me have justice at your hand, as 
you be a nobleman and a knight of the garter, so help 
me in my rights, and defend me, a poor widow, 
^against all them that would do me wrong, as your 
lordship is bounden by that noble order of the garter 
that you have received. My lord, I beseech you 
of pardon, how boldly or rudely soever I have written 
to you, for I assure you, my lord, this unkind hand- 
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ling of my son Marquis troubles me so^ that almost I 
wit never what I do nor what I say; but ever I pray 
you, my lord, help me that I take not this open 
rebuke and shame in the country at my son'^s hand. 
And thus I take my leave of you, my very good lord, 
praying Almighty God to send your lordship good 
life and long. 

By your own assured to my power, 

Mabgakbt Dobbet. 



LETTER XLIX. 
Elizabeth^ Lady Carew^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[hiscell. lettebs. 2nd series, vol. y. no. 142. stats paper 
OFFICE. Original,^ 

*^* The Lady Carew was the daughter of Sir Francis and Lady 
Bryan, and the wife of Sir Nicholas Carew/who long stood high in 
favour with Henry VIII., and aJso with Queen Anne Boleyn, to 
whom he was reUted by their mutual descent from Lord Hoo ; but, 
being accused and found guilty of joining in the conspiracy of the 
Marquis of Exeter, he was attainted by Act of Parliament and 
beheaded on Tower-hill, March 3rd, 1539. Although he had ever 
been a zealous Papist, yet on his death, he exhorted the people to 
read the Scriptures, declaring his belief that the just judgments of 
God were thus inflicted upon him for his former hatred to the 
gospel. 

His property having of course been all confiscated, his four children 
were left to inherit nothing save a blighted name, and his widow 
without any possibility of providing for them. These circumtCsiiees . 
gave rise to the two following letters from herself and her mother. 



In the most humblest wise I beseech your lordship 
to be good lord to mo and ray poor children, to be a 
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mediator unto, the Ung's grace for me, for my living 
and my children's; and that your lordship would 
speak to his grace, that I may enjoy that which, his 
grace gave me, which is Bletchingly and Wallington, 
trusting that his grace will not give it from me. And 
I humbly desire your good lordship to speak a good 
word to his grace for me, that I may enjoy it accord- 
ing to his grace^s grant. And, to advertise your lord- 
ship, I have but twenty pounds more of my husband's 
lands, which is a small jointure ; and if he had not 
offended the king'^s grace and his laws, I should have 
had an honest living, which should have been the 
third part of his lands ; but now I cannot claim that, 
by reason that he is attainted. I trust his grace will 

* be good to me and my poor children, to reward me 
with some part of it. Also, I humbly pray your 
good lordship to speak to his grace to give me the 
lands in Sussex^ which is in value six score pound 
and ten, to that that I have by his grace and my 
husband, altogether amounteth a little above three 
hundred marks, the which I ensure your lordship I 

• cannot live honestly under. All that I have had in 
my life hath been of his grace, and I trust that his 
grace will not see me lack ; but whatsoever his grace 
or your lordship shall appoint me, I both must and 
will be content. I pray your lordship not to be mis- 
content with mo for this my bold writing, to put your 
lordship to so great trouble and pains. And for your 
lordship's aid» help, and furtherance in this my suit, 
you bind me and my children to pray for your lord- 
ship, saxd to have our poor hearts and services during 
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our lives. And thus the Holy Ghost have you in his 
keeping, and send you long prosperous life. 

Written at Wallington, the 11th day of March, 
By your poor beadwoman, 

Elizabeth Carew. 
To the Right Honourable and 
her especial and singular 
good lord, the Lord Privy 

Endorsed 

« Ao. xxxo. 
<* The Lady Carew, Sir Nicholas Carew's 
lady for the relief of her children." 



LETTER L. 
Margaret^ Lady Bryariy to Lard Cromioell. a.d. 1539. 

[mISCBLL. letters, 1st series, vol. XII. MO. 125. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Holograph,'^ (. 

Jesus. 
Pleaseth your lordship to understand that, blessed 
be Jesuy my lord prince's grace is in good health and 
merry, as would to God the king'^s grace and your 
lordship had seen him yesternight; for his grace was 
marvellous pleasantly disposed. The minstrels played, 
and his grace danced and played so wantonly that he 
could not stand still, and was as full of pretty toys as 
ever I saw child in my life ; as Master Chamberhun 
and my lady his wife can shew your lordship when 
they speak with you, whom I assure your lordship 
giveih as good and diligent attendance as is possible. 
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My lord, I most humbly thank your good lord- 
ship for the great goodness you shew upon my poor 
daughter Carew, which bindeth me to owe you my 
true heart and faithM service while I live. She send- 
eth me word that it is the king's pleasure she shall 
have lands in Sussex, which is to the value of six 
score pounds, and somewhat above, which I heartily 
thank his grace and your lordship for ; but, good my 
lord, there is never a house on it that she can lie in. 
Wherefore, an it would please the king's grace, of his 
most gracious and charitable goodness, to let her 
have that his grace hath appointed now, and Ble- 
chingly, which his grace gave her without desiring of 
her part, which grieveth her sore to forego it. And 
if it will please his grace to let her have those two, 
to her and to her heirs males, she shall be the most 
bound to his grace that ever was woman ; for then 
I trust she shall be able to live and pray for the pros- 
perous life of his grace and all his, and you, my good 
lord, and somewhat to comfort her poor children 
withal, which hath no succour but of the king's grace 
and you, my good lord, most tenderly beseeching 
your good lordship of your goodness now to comfort 
two troubled hearts ; for, my lord, unfeignedly you 
have, and shall have our true prayers and hearty 
service during our lives. Alas ! my lord, nothing 
have I to comfort her withal, as your lordship knoweth 
what case I am in, but only to sue to your lordship 
for her and hers, which I, being her mother, and she 
being so kind a child to me as she hath been, I cannot 
for pity do no less. My lord, next the king^s grace, 
in your lordship is all our trust, or else I durst not 
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be SO bold to trouble you with these matters ; be- 
seeching you, my good lord, take no displeasure with 
me that I so do. I assure your lordship she liveth 
not (that) can worse help herself, than die can ; die 
hath not been used to strait living; and if (she) 
should now begin, I shall soon be rid of her, which 
would sore grieve me now in my old days; for she 
hath been a kind child to me in all my troubles, and 
glad I would be to comfort her, if it lie in my power. 
Beseeching Jesu, that all my trust is in, to put it in 
the king'^s grace's mind to jnty her and her poor chil- 
dren; trusting to Jesu, through the hdp of your 
good lordship, his grace will grant her this dedre. 
My lord, I fear me the king^s grace will think that 
she hath no mind to sue to his grace, nor I nether. 
My lord, I would fain write to his grace for her, bat I 
will do nothing without 3^ur advice, and that I may 
know is your pleasure and advice, that will I do un- 
feignedly. I assure you^ my lord, her only trost is 
that the king^s grace will be good lord to kear ; be- 
seeching you, my lord^ to have my pitifid desire in 
your hearty remembrance ; praying Jesa send yoor 
lorddiip as much hearty joy and comfort as your 
noble heart can desire. 

From Hunsdoo. with the iD hand of 

Your true beadwoman and Suthful servant, 

MiRflaagr Bbtast. 

«Md loH, mjlard Pkivy SsbTs goad 
1 1»e idiis daliT«x«d. 
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LETTER LI. 

Elinor^ Countess of Rutland^ to Lady Lisle. 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[USUB r^raiSy toi- xuu no. 84. state papbb office. Ori^nmi, 
Mutilated by damp,'\ 

Bight honouraUe and my singular good lady, 

Li our most hearty manner my lord and I have us 
recommended unto your good ladyship, signifying the 
same that I have received your kind letters with my 
stuff which you had at Calais,^ by the hands of your 
servant this bearer. And, good madam, if I can or 
may do you any pleasure hereafter in such like or 
semblable pleasure or otherwise, I assure you you 
shall be weU assured thereof at all times, and so I 
pray you to trust in me accordingly. Also I have 
received from your good ladyship two tuns of wine 
and two barrels of herrings : wherein you have done 
unto me right singular pleasure ; for I could have 
none good in these parts for any money. Wherefore 
I beseech your good ladyship to send me word, by the 
first that Cometh, of the prices thereof, that I may 
pay you therefor ; for, good madam, I must be bold 
unto you hereafter to put you to pain to help me for 
my money in like case, or else I can [not tell] how to 
be holpen in such things. [Notwithstanding if ] you 
will not send me the prices that I may pay you, 
then I cannot nor will not be bold upon you to put 
you to pain hereafter. Mistress Catherine, your 
« Lenib ixxt the duristeBing of I*a4y Lisle's boped<ibr son. 
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daughter, is in good health, who I assure you is of 
gentle demeanour, and well doth use herself in every 
thing, much to your comfort. As knoweth our Lord 
who ever have your good ladyship in his blessed 
keeping. Written at Enfield the 24th day of January. 
Madam, my lord and I both beseech you to have us 
in our heartiest manner recommended unto my good 
lord your husband, and in like manner unto my 
good Lady Clinton. 

By yours ever to her power, 

Elinor Rutland* 

Madam, whereas my lord spake unto your servant 
Corbet to move my lord your husband that, when any 
room fell void within Calais, that my lord might have 
it for a servant of his ; wherein I beseech your good 
ladyship to have the same in your good remembrance 
that by your good means my lord may have the same 
when any such next falleth : wherein you shall do my 
lord right singular pleasure and me both. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my singular good lady my 
Lady Lisle, her good ladyship. 



LETTER LIL 
Catherine Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 

[USLE PAPEBS, YOL. I. NO. 120. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OriffinoL] 

*«* It has ahready been observed that Catherine Basset, on her 
arrival in England, was received by Lady Kuthmd, who was then in 
attendance upon Queen Jane Seymour, and that, on the death of that 
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queen, she received her mto her own house, until some opening for her 
promotion should occur. Of this reception, the following notice 
occurs in a letter addressed to Lady Lisle hy one of her English cor- 
respondents,* dated London, Nov. 10th. 

^ The cause of my writing your ladyship is to certify you that, at 
the sight of my lord's letter to my lord of Rutland, and your letter to 
my lady , and when I shewedmy lady of Rutland what promise she made 
uito me the last year, then she was contented to take Mrs. Catherine 
and said she should be no worse unto her than if she were her own. 
My lady of Rutland have commanded me to tarry and to come hack 
again to Hampton Court, and so to wait upon Mistress Catherine and 
to bring her to her house, for because she hath but a few servants 
there. My lady herself, and all the ladies must ride to Windsor to 
the burial (of Jane Seymour), and so from thence to come to London. 
She would have taken Mistress Catherine with her, but that she had 
no mourning gown." 

Catherine sometimes resided in town, and sometimes at Belvoir, 
the country seat of the Earl of Rutland, always accompanying her 
patroness, who became much attached to her,^ and took a maternal 
interest in all her arrangements. Of this, and of Catherine's good 
behaviour, the following extract from a letter written on October 
14th, 1538, affords proof.<^ After speaking of the efforts made for 
her preferment, Husee adds, << My Lady Rutland will in no wise 
have her a satin gown, but only a gown of tawney chamlet, with 
velvet of the same colour turned up, and a kirtle of white taffeta, 
a pair of sleeves of white satin, a frontlet of crimson velvet 
lined with crimson satin, an ouch of gold for her collar and 
sleeves, and a French- white partlet, the which she shall have against 
Christmas. I have delivered her an angel besides the half-angel your 
ladyship sent her, for she made her moan unto me, so that if she 
would had more I would have delivered it her. I assure your 
ladyship she behaveth herself very well, and is beloved of young and 
old. Farther, she willed me to know your ladyship's pleasure, what 
new year's gifts she shall give my Lady Rutland, and also what 
other things she shall give the gentlewomen and others in the house." 

In the spring of 1539, Catherine attended the daughter of her 
patroness, the Lady Gertrude Manners, on her marriage with George, 
Lord Talbot, son and heir of Francis, Earl of Shrewsbury, which 

» Edward Corbet, Lisle Papers, vol. x. art. 77. 
^ Lisle Papers, vol. xi. art. 41^ 61. 
<: Ibid. art. 43. 
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took pUce on Taesd&j, April 29fli. Her Ivrideiiiild robm on thb 
occasion were of white damask and carnation Telvnt.* 

About this time, a match was in agitation for QUherine herself. 
Sir Edward Baynton was, Hke a prudent &diery w>*l™»g private 
inquiries of Husee, as to the probable amonnt of Catherine's fortune, 
with a view of marrying her to his son and heir, nHio would ulti- 
mately haTe a fortune of 1,000 marks a year, lliis Hnsee Imparted 
under ^ henedicite/' that is with the secrecy of oonfessionid, to Lady 
Lisle,^ informing her that he had replied that he thought her fortune 
would be 300 marks, but hoping Lady Lisle would make it up 500, 
in which case, he thought the marriage could be accomplished. One 
hundred marks was the portion assigned to his daughter by Sir John 
Basset, and, probably. Lady Lisle was unable so far to advance upon 
it as to pay the stipulated sum, for the marriage did not lake 
place. 

Lady Rutland, who was about to retire from town again, in prepa- 
ration for her expected aeeouchement, wrote an earnest letter to Lady 
Lisle, intreating her to permit Gadierine, who was, she asssred her, 
^ an honest gentlewoman whom every body liked," to go with hnr to 
BdToir.^ This request was complied with ; and from Beli«ir, 
Catherine wrote the following letter. 



Jesus. 
Madam, 

After my most humble maimer^ my duty done to 

your ladyship, I desire you of your daily bleflsiiig, 

very glad to hear that your ladyship is in good health. 

Madam, as for news here there is none, but that my 

lady is brought to bed, and delivered of a daughter, 

whose name is my Lady Catherine, after the Duchess 

of Suffolk. And I have been very desirous to hear 



* Lisle Papers, art 61, 62. The date of the marriage is a 
by the mention of the creation of Lord Russell and Sir W. Kingston 
as Knights of the Garter ; which took place on April 23rd, 1539. 
—Ibid. art. 84. 

»» Ibid. ToL xii. fol 46. 

« Ibid. voL xiiL art 83. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES* 119 

from your ladyship, tlunking it yery long since I heard 
from your ladyship ; but that now Mr. Hall came 
this way and informed me how that your ladyship was 
in good heahh, which was to my singular comfort ; 
but my trust is that my lord and lady will come nbout 
Michaelmas or soon after, to London, at what tin:e I 
trust more often to hear from your ladyship ; beseech- 
ing your ladyship I may be humbly commended to my 
lord. And thus our Lord have you in his keeping. 
Written the 24th day of July from Belvoir Castle, 
From your humble daughter, 

Catherine Basset. 
To my Right Honourable 

lady and mother, my 

Lady Lisle, be this de. 

livered. 



LETTER LIII. 

HcnoTj Viscountess Lisle^ to tlie Earl of Hertford. 
A.D. 1539. 

[msCELL. LBTTEBS, 3RD 8ERIB8, TOL. III. 8TATB PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,^ 

*«* When Lady Rutland was leaTing town. Lady Lisle wished 
to amnge for the transfer of Caiiierine from her guardianship 
to that of the Countess of Hertford ; but she was dissuaded from 
this scheme by the request of Lord and Lady Rutland to be per- 
mitted to keep Catherine, and also by the earnestly expressed 
wishes of the yomig lady herself to be allowed to remain where 
she wiis ; ooae reason for her preference being that, should she 
enter the service of Lady Hertford, she knew that Udy would 
treat her merely as one of her own women, whereas Lady Rutland 
placed her in a higher position, as the daughter of a friend.' Lady 

» Husee to Lady Lisle, toI. iv. art. 62. 
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Lisle therefore wrote the following letter, ezpressiDg the change 
in her views. The bird mentioned was one sent by her as a 
present to the earl, hot which, through the carelessness of his 
servants, had been destroyed by a cat* Lord Hertford answered 
the present letter on the 28th of May, saying, how gladly he and 
his wife would have received Catherine, acknowledging the receipt of 
the bird, and congratulating her ladyship on the birth of Lady 
Frances Basset's child.i> 



My very good lord, 

In my right hearty manner I commend me unto 
your lordship and my good lady your wife, thanking 
you for your gentle letter unto me sent, whereby I 
perceive your lordship's goodness towards me and my 
daughter, in that it would please you to accept her 
into your house ; for the which I do thank your lord- 
ship, and acknowledge myself no less bound unto you 
than if she had waited on my lady your wife. Never- 
theless my lord of Rutland and my lady have by their 
letters desired that she may continue with them still, 
and even so my said daughter is willing and desirous 
to wait on her ladyship still, wherefore I am very loth 
to take her from thence. Howbeit you and my good 
lady have won my poor heart while I live. My lord, 
I am sorry that the bird which was given you mis- 
chanced ; nevertheless I do send you mine own bird, 
which I know is the best in all this town ; it shall be 
long ere (I) be mistress of such another ; notwith- 
standing I think it in my heart well bestowed ; and 
so would I not do to never a lord in England, the 
king except. I doubt not but the stool that I gave 
to your lordship is come to you before this time, which 

» Lord Hertford to Lady Lisle, vol. xi. art. 19. 
*» Ibid. art. 16. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 121 

was at the beginning very simple, to stand in your 
house, and now I fear by the carriage it is much 
worse; for the which I am not a little sorry. My 
good lord, if there be any thing in these parts wherein 
I may do your lordship pleasure, I beseech you write 
to me your mind, and I shall right gladly, as much 
as in me may lie, endeavour myself to accomplish the 
same. My lord has him right heartily commended 
unto your lordship and my good lady your wife. My 
lord, if I durst be so bold to desire your lordship to 
make my hearty commendations unto good Mistress 
Stourton, my Lady Page, and Mistress Fitzherbert. 
And thus I bid your good lordship most heartily fare- 
well : beseeching our Lord to send you long life with 
increase of honour. From Calais, the 10th day of 
May, 

By her that shall be glad to do you such pleasure 
as may lie in her power, 

Honor Lisi^Er 

To the Bight Honourable and 
my very good lord the Earl 
>of Hertford's good lordship. " 



LETTER LIV. 

Felicia Hertford to Lady Lisle, 
[lislb papebs, vol. XI. FOL. 18. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Ort^tna/.] 

Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

I humbly commend (me) unto your good ladyship, 

beseeching Almighty God to preserve you with as 
VOL. III. a 
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miidi good health, long life, and hancmr, m your nort 
BoUe md gentle heart can deare. 

Madam, I have many thanks to give jon for the 
manifold goodness that I hare found in yomr good 
ladyship when I was your poor nei^bour, lying at 
Ae Blackfriars in London; for that it did please yon 
of yoor goodness to have me often in your most 
hoDowrable company, the which goodness of you haih 
boond me to bear yon my fiuthfiil heart and service, 
that is in my little power, and to be at yoor ladyship's 
commandment. 

FnrthermcMre, I advertise yoor ladyship that I do 
hear say in what ease your ladyship is in concerning 
llie estate ol yoor body, which I know yoor ladyship 
is not so much in comfort as you hoped in Grod to 
have been. Madam, I trust your great virtue wiD 
put all heaviness from your heart ; and, though it hath 
thus chanced, your ladyship is not the first, but many 
more before you ; and I myself have been in such case 
as your ladyship is now, and was so two years and 
more, with many great pains and torments ; and yet 
I thank God I am as whole and as well in my body 
as any woman is. If I were with your ladyship, I 
assure you I could advertise your ladyship farther in 
this thing than many other women, and what remedy 
I had for it. Wherefore I beseech your ladyship to 
be of good comfort, and, by my faith, if I wist that 
my coming to your ladyship might do yon any plea- 
sure, I will be at your ladyship's commandm^it, if it 
please your ladyship to send for me, and to send my 
husband a letter. I know well he will give me laave 
to wait upon your ladyship. 
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And thus. Madam, I remain all yours, praying to 
Afanighty (God) to la^e yoa in his keeping. 
From Londmi, the 19th day of Deoember. 
By your assured and faithful woman, 

FujciA Hertfokd* 

To Om BiglitHoMmayesiid 
my HJngnlargood L»dy Lisley 
tihii be Miragrad. 



LETTER LV, 

Margantj Lady GrenviUe, to Lcufy lAsk^ 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[U8LS PAPBBS, YOL. X. NO. 109. STATE PAPER OFPICE. OriffinahJ 

^^^ Blaigaret, Lady Grenvilley or Grenfyld, as she signed hezaelf, 
tiiOBe names being indifferently used, was the wife of Lady Lisle's 
only brotker. Sir Roger GrenTille. The allusions, in the present letter, 
to the eahmities impending over Lady Lido are inexplicable, aska 
we soppose that it was written in 1539, and that some symptoms of 
the approaehing disgrace of Lord Lisle were already discernible. 
This was the oidy misfintone from whidi Honor is reeorded to fasTe 
soffered, excepting occasional ill health, and tiie teastration of her 
hopes, in reference to the birth of her infant, to neither of which the 
hngoage of the present letter seems applicable. 

The Lisle Pi^rs* contam two other affeetioBate letten fran 
Hargazet Grenyille te Lady lisle. 



Jesu. 
Bight honourable and my good lady. 

As heartily as my poor heart can think, I reoom- 
mend me unto your ladyship, desiring always to hear 

• Vol.1. Noa 110, 111. 
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of your good welfare. And I received your letter 
by Elizabeth Stekelne, which is your beadwoman ; 
wherein you write me marvellous things to hear. 
Good madam^ take you no thought for nothing 
worldly of this transitory world ; for I trust you have 
love of God. It is a good token, for you have the 
love of the people as much as any woman that ever I 
heard of. Wherefore, good lady, be you joyful in our 
Lord, and no doubt He will send you comfort. Also 
it is a token of the love of God, where He sendeth 
trouble to any person, and specially to them that be 
good. It is no need to counsel you to take patience. 
Good madam, I am sorry that you should have any 
grief, for I know you of old, for you would none 
trouble to no living creature. I cannot now write 
you all my mind ; wherefore I am sorry. We heard 
here that my lord and you would come into these 
^arts. I and many other would be right glad if it 
might so be ; I pray Jesu send you well into these 
parts. Surely I am your daily beadswoman, and I 
pray as heartily for you as for mine own mother. I 
have sent you with this letter two pair of sleeves, not 
1^ fine as I would ; hereafter I trust to provide better 
for you. As for cloth of such breadth as you, wrote 
me for, I can not get none here ; it is made in Bre- 
tagne ;» and if I can get any for you, I will essay and 
do my best in that and in any other thing that may 
lie in me, my life during ; as knoweth our Lord, who 
send you as much heart's ease to His pleasure 

^ Brettayn. 
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as your heart can desire, and that is my daily 

prayer. 

Written on Holy Rood even,* by yours, heart and 

body, 

Margabbt Gbenyille. 

For the love of Jesu, good madam, be you merry ; 
that shall make you to live long, and also be great 
gladness to your friends. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singalar good lady my Lady 
Lisle, atCalais, this be delivered 
with speed. 



LETTER LVI. 

Maud^ Lady Grenville^ to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[lislb papers, vol. X. MO. 108. STATE PAPER OFFiCB. Original,'} 

\* Sir Richard Grenville, Lady Lisle's nephew, was frequently 
in attendance at the court of Henry YIIL, in which he probably 
held some inferior official situation. Both he and his wife were 
anxious to keep up intimacy with a relation so far raised above them 
in rank as the Viscountess Lisle, and they paid great attentions to 
her daughters, who were in England. Writing to Lord Lisle,^ Sir 
Richard Grenville requests him to inform his lady, ** that my cousin 
Anne (Basset) was very merry, and that I was so bold to bring her 
to my wife, whose bedfellow she was a four or five nights, while I 
was in the court, but first I went and saw her in her lodgings with 
Mistress Mewtas, who is a very good gentlewoman and sheweth her 
great kindness." 

After my bounden duty to your good ladyship, 
this shall be to advertise you that I have received 

* September I3th* ^ Lisle Papers, vol. iii. art 107. 
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your letter as I was with my Lord Russell,^ and did 
your recommendation to my husband, and to a great 
number of your ladyship's kin, which did not a little 
rejoice that it would please your good ladyship to 
have in your remembrance such poor folks as we, 
your poot kin ; and I and my husband, and all our 
kin, hath them humbly recommended unto you, and 
to my good lord, and hath often times drunken to 
you; and I promise you, so hath done my Lord 
Russell and my lady his wife, which did much rejoice 
to hear of my lord and you. Also, I was never so 
gently entertained in my life as I have been with 
him ; and I promise you all our kin would be much 
joyful an they might hear of your coming into this 
country, if it might stand with your pleasure. And 
if you were here abiding, my husband would be better 
entreated to remain in these parts. Moreover, I 
shall humbly desire your good ladyship to liave me 
recommended to all my good cousins, my Lady 
Clinton, my Lady Gray, my Lady Carew, my Lady 
Renslee, an she be there, with all other good ladies 
and gentlewomen ; and this as your poor woman, 
which doth not a little rejoice of your kind letter. 
Thus I bid you fare well, and shall pray to God to 
increase you in much honour. 

Writ at Stow, the last day of August, 
By your assured niece, 

Maud Grbnvillb. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singular good lady my Lady 
Lisle, be this delivered with 
speed. 

* Sir John Russeil "vnm created a baron 9th Mardi, 1589. 
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LETTER LVII. 
Jam^ Lady Bingiey^ to LadylMe. a.d. yers. 1539. 

[tlSLB PAPERS, YOL, X. NO. 64. STATE PAFEB OFFICE. OH^tna/.] 

*«* Sir Edward Ringley seems to have occupied the post of 
secretary to Lord Lisle,*but for some miknown reason his wife 
raided prineipally in England, tiiough not without apprehensions 
that Lady Banister would^steal away the afifections of her absent 
lord— a punishment she well deserved for the confession that he had 
only tbe third place in her heart ; the first being occupied by 
*^ Master Marshall,'' and the second by Lady Lisle ! 



Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

After all due recommendations, I have me heartily 
reoommended unto your good ladyship, evermore 
thanking you of your manifold kindness towards 
me at all times. Madam, pleaseth you to be adver- 
tised that I received your beads of coral, with a heart 
of gold, which was to me a great comfort, I knowing 
that you loved them so well, for you were wont to 
wear them about your arm. And madam, by him 
that I love best, and your ladyship next, I sent you 
your said tokens again ; which bringer of your said 
tokens I heartily pray your ladyship to cherish and 
make much of now in my absence, called Master 
Marshall by name. Madam, I beseech you that I 
may, with the most part of my heart, be reoom- 
mended unto my singular good lord deputy, and that 
done I pray you that I may be recommended to 
my Lady Clinton, and to my Lady Banister, and to 
an the young gentlewomen pertaining unto your lady- 
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ship there ; also to my husband, Mr. Secretary. 
And I put you, madam, in trust to see that my 
Lady Banister have not all the love away, I being 
not present there ; wherefore I pray you, madam, to 
(be) 1^ mean in it, and that I be not all forgotten 
in Calais. Madam, I have sent your ladyship a ring 
of gold, with a flat stone, a diamond, which I pray 
you Madam well to accept, by Perres, my servant, 
which shall be married as on Sunday come seven 
night. And thus the Holy Ghost have your ladyship 
in his keeping. 

From my poor house at Knolton, the 18th day 
of May, by your poor beadwoman, whilst life in her 
remaineth, to her little power, 

Jane Ringlby. 

To the Right Honourahle my 
Lady Lisle, in Calais. 



LETTER LVIII. 
Jane J JLady Ringley^ to Lady Lisle, a.d. vers. 1539* 
[lisle papebs, vol. XIII. no, 90. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original.'} 

Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

I have me as heartily commended unto you as 
heart can think, and so I desire your good ladyship 
that I may be to my good lord deputy. Madam, I 
had well trusted to have seen you within a month or 
five weeks after Bartholomew-tide, but, mine own good 
lady, often times man purposeth and God disposeth. 
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Also, madam, the truth is, there shall be a right 
worshipful gentleman, and very good, that shall exe- 
cute my bedfellow's room that was;* which I trust 
shall be a great comfort unto your ladyship. And 
madam, though my body be far from you, yet my 
heart is with you, and my poor prayer, as so shall be 
as long as my life lasteth. Moreover, madam, I 
heartily pray you that if I may do your ladyship any 
service on this side the sea, that you, my good lady^. 
will and command me as your own servant, and I 
trust you shall never find in me to the contrary^ 
Madam, I shall send you, by my bedfellow, your- 
good and loving tokens. Madam, I pray you that L 
may heartily be recommended to my Lady Clinton, 
and to Mr. Secretary, and my Lady Banister, and 
to all them that loveth you. And thus, my good 
lady, fare you as well as heart and mind think. 

From Sandwich, the 10th day of August. ] 

By your own poor beadwoman, 

Jane Ringlet.^ 
To the Right Honourable my 
good Lady Lisle, in Calais. 

* This phrase, though so worded as to seem to intimate the deatb 
of Lady Ringley's husband, cannot mean more than that he had 
resigned his office, since Lady Lisle mentions him as living in a sub- 
sequent letter, written in September, 1539, and the present letter 
cannot be dated later than 1539, since the Lisle Correspondence 
closes early in 1540. 

^ There are in Lisle Papers, vol. xiii. art. 86, 89, two other letters 
from Lady Bingley, both dated from Sandwich, expressive of regard, 
exchanging tokens, &c., presenting capons, cheese, &c* 
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LETTER LIX. 

Honor^ Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1539. 

[USLB PAPBBS, VOL. I. MO. 7L SI^S PAPER (OFFICE. Ort^Ttfia/.] 

*«• In the autumn of L539 Losd liale aistonded Fredeiie (tf 
Bavaria^ Count Palatine, or Palsgrave of the Rhine^ from Calais, 
where the Palsgrave had spent some time as his guest, on his way to 
Bngland, to visit King Henry YIII. The object of the Yisooimt^ 
visit was to promote by personal influenee his own interests with 
Henry VIII.,» especially in reference to the increase of his annuify. 
Both his wife and friends were very fearful lest his easy temper should 
indoee him to yield too easy credence to mere promisesy and net 
exert himself to the aooomplii^mieiU of his object— a danger agaiml 
which he is frequently warned, since, if this opportunity were lo6t» 
another equally favourable might not recur.^ 

On his arrival at Dover, ob September 13 A, he wrote to intan 
Ins wife of his safety, adding that he was not a littie proud of being 
so good a seaman, since he had not been at all sick during the pas- 
8age.<: The following day, Sunday September 14th, he wrote from 
Canterbury; vequestiiig her to send him the furs of his tawny vrivel 
gown, and a flagon of wahiut waier,^^ which the Palsgrave had left 
behind. On the 17th, having reached London,^ he became veiy 
anxious for the arrival of the sables, which he wished to wear on his 
appearance at the court, then at Windsor, and wrote ' to urge the 
immediate despatch of them, of some French wines, if any can be 
^ obtained, and of some walnut water to cure his hostess, Lady Moxxis, 
of sore eyes.K To these requests the following letters contain the 
:»eply. 

» In Cotton. MS. Tltus^ B. L foU 3d, ia a letter from Wriotheskj 
and others^ in reference to Ihe reception of the Palsgrave and Locd 
Lisle. 

^ Husee to Lady Lisle, vol. xii. fol. 73,87. 

« Lisle Piqjers, vol. i. art. 30. * Ibid, art 8. 

• Hall gives the 16ih »as the day of llie Palsgrave's axrival at. 
Dover, and the 18th at London, fol. 237 b. See State Pi^P^rs, vol i^ 
p. 616. 

' Lisle Papers, vol. i. art. 22. 

t Doubtless the wife of Sir Christopher Morris, at whose house 
Lady Lisle was to have been entertained the previous year. 
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€kK>d sweet heart, 

These shall signify unto you that, since the receipt 
of your last letter, I have not had a little study to devise 
how to aooomplish your pleasure and commandment 
in making proyisi<Hi for wine for you. I had devised 
to send to Abberiile, and also to St. Omers, because 
I would be in assurance to Aimish your request, and 
yet I took much thought for that it should be long 
'ere I diould attain the same and get it hither. How- 
beit, Ot>d have released all that my care, and have 
«ent by this haven two ships laden with French wine, 
whereof the one came into the haven and tarried here 
but one tide ; nevertheless I found such provision that 
I had two pieces of the best could be chosen in that 
drip ; wherein John Owghters have taken pain and 
dcme his diligence to do you pleasure, and, as he have 
4diewed me, it will be good wine. I have paid for the 
same 14 crowns, and do send it unto you by Kirby. 
It cost me after 21 crowns the tun, and I have no 
little grudge in the town, because I gave so much, for 
tbere was other wine brought hither which was sold 
for 17 crowns, but it was not like this. And I had 
much pain to get this for that price, for the said ship 
would not unlade any of their wines here, but did 
depart immediately. 

Also I sent unto you by Nicholas Eyres, partridges ; 
snd now eftsoons I do send you a pasty of partridge, 
and a crane, baken: praying you with my humble 
commendations to present the Palsgrave with one of 
them, which shall be your pleasure. 

I trust your sables, before the receipt hereof, be 
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come to your hands, being very sorry that they came 
not erst ; but I assure you the weather was such here 
that we could have no passage. Good my lord, 
whereas in my former letters I have written to you 
that you should write to me with your own hand, 
whereof two linea should be more comfort to me than 
a hundred of another man's hand ; my meaning therein 
is not to require of you to take so much pain as to 
write to me of your own hand, in or for all your 
business or necessary affairs, but only at your own 
pleasure of such secret things as it shall plea.se you to 
advertise me of, and, at your convenient leisure, to 
signify unto me part of your gentle heart ; which 
unto me shall be most rejoice and comfort. I think 
there is no woman living have thought the time of her 
husband'^s absence longer than I have done yours; 
imd so shall continue unto your return and our meeting. 
Also, I think very long till I may hear that you have 
been with the king's majesty, trusting then to hear 
«ome good news, which I pray God may be shortly ; 
beseeching you now so to use and behave yourself 
towards his majesty that it may be for the increase 
of your honour and profit. For now is your time or 
never. Wherefore, now eftsoons, yet I entirely be« 
seech you to have good respect, trusting to yourself 
and considering what case you be in ; for if remedy 
and redress be not now had, I know not when it 
will be. I would gladly send over the steward to 
make provision for beefs for your house at this Michael* 
mas time, as I knew you might provide him of any 
money. Wherefore, of your pleasure in that behalf, 
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I pray you advertise me by the next that cometh. 
How I have been ordered and entreated of some 
parties since your departing, this bringer shall declare 
unto you, to whom I pray you give credence. 

Clare is come home this morning, but he have 
brought never a penny of money with him for me, 
which grieveth me not a little. 

Also, my lord, it grieveth me very much that you 
did not ride unto the king's majesty immediately.after 
your coming to London, as you said you would do. I 
think if you had so done, his grace would have accepted 
your coming very well. But now I fear lest you shall 
be circumvented by fair language and words. 

One Lenerd, in 6d. by the day, is departed the 
world this night ; wherein I pray you be good to one 
of your own servants. And thus, with my most entire 
and hearty commendations, fearing lest I shall trouble 
you with this my long letter, I bid you farewell. 

From Calais, this 21st day of September, 

By your loving and true wife, 

Honor Lisle. 
To mine own good lord, the 
Yisconnt Lisle, these be 
delivered with speed. 



LETTER LX. 

HonoVj Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 1539. 

[lislb papers, vol. I. NO. 73. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original,'] 

Good sweet heart, 

I have this hour received your letter by Nicholas 
Eyre, which comforteth me not a little, lauds be to 
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Almighty God. But the one part of yoor letter is to 
me more comfort than the other, that ig, where yoa 
write to me that you have been well entertamed and 
have good comfort, and that your journey shall be 
worth to you a 1(XXM1, rejoioeth me much. But where 
you write that you will trust no fair words, but at 
your coming to the king^s highness do your own ^rand 
and trust to yourself, that rejoioeth me much more ; 
beseeching the Holy Ghost, even as you have written, 
so assuredly give you grace stedfastly to ccmtinue in 
that mind, as I trust no persuasion shall more you 
fr<Hn the same ; wherein, if you perseyere, you diaH 
not only attain thereby much honour but also profit* 
I am glad you have had so good communication with 
my lord Privy Seal. 

I have sent you your sables by Ravon, praying^God 
they may come to your hands before you go to the 
court. Whereas, in my other letter, I have desired 
you to be good to some of your own servants for the 
gift of the 6d. that is fallen, I have, since that time, 
knowledge that you have given it to Sir Edward 
Ringley. My lord, I trust you remember who first 
complained of you for giving of rooms to Uttie men, 
as Worthe and other, and setting them in the retinue. 
Howbeit I will not know it. I thank you for your 
credence by John Toborow, and am very glad you 
answered my lord Privy Seal as you diA And even 
so I pray you to hold him, for so shall you have best 
of him. And whereas he sayeth that you be ruled 
by me, therein he taketh his pleasure ; but, my own 
g66d lari, if I had not both loved you and dread you, 
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be should never have had of me that he hath.^ My 
lord, I send unto yon my toothpicker; I thought to 
have given it to the Palsgrave whilst he was here» but 
it was not then at my hand. I beseech you present 
it to him if it be your pleasure. I send it to him 
because^ when he was here, I did see him wear a pen 
or call to pick his teeth with. And I pray you shew 
him it have been mine this seven years : I think it will 
net be Ipst. Thus, mine own sweet heart, with my 
most hearty commendations unto you, I bid you fare- 
well, beseeching the blessed Trinity to send you a 
good and prosperous journey. 

From Calais, the 22nd day of September, 

By your true loving wife, 

HoNOB Lisle. 

I pray God your wine come well to you, and in 
time. 

You may keep both your pasties, for the ship tarried 
here a day after the receipt of your wine, and I 
have sent him another pasty of partridges. I am glad 
your partridges did you so much pleasure, but I care 
not greatly if my lord Privy Seal had not had them. 
I will always send you partridges as I may have oar^ 
viage, either baken or raw. And once again, sweet 
heart J I bid yon fimewell, aa ehe that doth endure with 
as little sleep as any woman living, and so shall con- 
tinue till your coming. 

To mine own good lord, 
the- Leid Yiseount Liale, 
deliver tins with speed. 

* Referring to Painswick. 
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On the 1st of September in the present year, Cromwell had written 
to Lord Lisle,*^ remonstrating against his being so easily guided, 
especially by his wife. " For although/' he says, « my lady be right 
honourable and wise, yet in such causes as longeth to your authority, 
her advice and discretion can little preyail/' The whole tenor of 
these letters sliows, that the caution against petticoat goyemment 
was not superfluous. 



LETTER LXI. 

Honor y Viscountess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1589. 
[ltsle papers, vol. xiy. no. 66. state papeb office. DraughUl 

*»• Lord Lisle's letter of the 24th of September,^ to which the 
present is a reply, informs Honor of the very favourable reception 
he had met with from the king, who had inquired kindly after her, 
of bis hopes of good success in his affairs, and of his determination 
to comply with her wbhes, and trust to no fair words or promises, 
but attend to his own affairs himself. In reference to the. Earl of 
Bridgewater, he expresses himself much annoyed at his pertinadoos 
interference, and comically adds, '< I would he were in Abraham's 
bosom !" 

During Lord Lisle's visit he succeeded in obtaining the accom- 
plishment of his wishes in the increase of his annuity to 400/. a 
year,<= the additional 200/. being granted from what had formeriy 
been the revenues of the treasurer's office.** The king also granted 
him the house and site of the now dissolved priory of CarmeUte frian 
at Calais.* 



Sweet heart, 

With the heart that is more yours than^ mine I 
commend me imto you, certifying you I have received 

* Calais Correspondence, bundle 1, art. 18. State Paper Office. 
^ Lisle Papers, vol. i. art. 26. 

<: Lord to Lady Lisle, vol. i. art. 34, date, Canterbury, 8ih Sep- 
tembcTf meant, doubtless, for October, » 

^ Payments to deputy, &c. Calais Corresp., bundle 1, art» 9« 
« Repert. Originalia, 31 Henry Vlll. Addit. MS. 6365, fol. 142: 
' " And " in orig. 
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this day your letter, dated at Windsor the 24th day 
of the last month, whereby I am not a little glad to 
know your good news, and that the king's majesty 
hath so well accepted you ; praying God that his 
grace will so continue. For I have been sorry enough, 
as I have written to you, because I heard not from 
you since you went to the court. And, good sweet 
heart, do as you write unto me, which is that you will 
declare unto the king^s highness your full mind, and 
not to trust to promises or fair words, and follow your 
suits now your own self ; for you know your need. I 
am glad your fur of sables is come safe to your hands 
before you had need of it, and that the Palsgrave is 
merry, to whom I pray you I may be heartily recom- 
mended. 

Farthermore, this is to advertise you Palmer the 
bailiff of Guisnes hath shewed me as this day, that 
there is a matter brought in by the law of Guisnes 
that you should give commandment to the Serjeant- 
royal of Guisnes to keep straitly in prison one Nicholas 
Pickering, a rebel, which Palmer sayeth the serjeant- 
royal denieth that you gave him such commandment. 
I made him answer that I knew nothing of this matter; 
notwithstanding he desired me to write unto you of 
it. You know what you have done in it. Whereas 
you write that you will write to my lord Russell to be 
good to my son, touching his lands that the Earl of 
Bridgewater doth destroy ; good sweet heart, I pray 
you to refer that till your coming home ; for he will 
be of his full age within this month,^ and then it may 

* He was of age October 27tb, 1539; this letter was therefore 
written early in October. 
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please you to licence him to go himself to my lord 
Russell with your letters ; for till that time little hurt 
can be done. I know the Earl of Bridgewater^s appe- 
tite, the more he is spoken unto the worse he will be. 
I think he will be best to my son himself when he is 
of fiiil age, and that he may be bound and take bonds. 
Howbeit I refer all to your wisdom. I trust tint you 
have received long ere this time your Fi^nch wine ; il 
was nine days in the ship afore he could have weaiher 
to go ; it never came on land, but from one ship to the 
other; and the French ship went straight away; 
nobody had none of it but you. I think Gtod sent the 
ship hither that I might do (you) pleasure ; I pray 
God it be good, as I doubt not but it is, as John 
Wanters sayeth. As for the other wine, shall be kept 
tiU your coming home, which diall not be as soon as 
I would. And thus, &c. 



The foregoing is the last letter of the Viscomitess Lisle pre s o r ve d. 
Alter this period the reeards of her existence are hat sKg^. Ilis 
official conduct of Lord Lisle soon afterwards fell under HUBpiciWL 
He was accused of great negligence in the guardianship of Galaii, 
and also of heing in correspondence with the Poles, whom Henj 
VIII. was at that time prosecuting with the utmost -vigonK. BA 
gious bigotry was also one of the elements of the tumult raised 
against him. A person named Adam DampHp, a priest caUed 
Ralph Hare, and Sir William Smith, were active in £ssmi£ng tiM 
people against yielding credence to the new doctrines propagated by 
Henry VIII., and so much influence did they acquire that maam 
matins, and eyensong, were almost forsaken ; and of the 1700 
penens who were pariduoneis of St. Mary's, Calais, not move tim 
ten or twelve fiequented the church.* Though Lord Lisle officiallj 

• Deputy and Council to Bidio|iB Bath, Chichester, and Norwicl^ 
July 27th, 1539. Calais Corresp., bundle 1, art 16. Calais Com- 
missioners to Henry VIII.^ April 5ih^ 1540. Ibid. nt. 28. Hari. MS. 
283, fol. 89. 
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pxefMttd htaiatM an Ofponeitt of the Romish doetnnesy he aad his 
lady wei6 •nap e etod of really fayonring them ; an anpardoaable 
oflbnae ki the eyea of Henry VI 11., who choae that all of his sabjeets 
dionld afleompany him in the path of refonnation. Lord Lisle was 
also aecnaed of want of management in his aCEairs, so that for the 
sake of obtaining money, he was often compiled to pnt offices, Stc., to 
sale, which shonM haTO beoi bestowed upon merit, and which thus 
<^lben HbU into the hands of improper persons.* 
• In March, 1540, a commission, consisting of the Earl of Sussex, 
Sir Jehn Gage^ and others, amongst whom, as a matter of courtesy, 
Lord Liale's name was inserted, was sent over to examine into the 
iftate of laws and religion in Calais.^ They arrived on the I6th of 
Mareh,^ and the result of their inqmries was^ that Calais had heem 
rmy caveleasly kept— tiiat 200 of the garrison were mere boys— that 
sinqgefs were permitted free access to the town, and even not 
wtmined from walking on the walls and examining the iortifiei^ 
ti caa that Ltad Lisle had communicated with the Tope and 
0»finai Pole, and that he had presented Damplip with 5t., to whom 
Lady I^e had also given IB$.^ On a courteous pretext that the 
presence of the commissioners in Calais would^afford Lord lisle a 
pMper opportunity for a visit to the king, which he had long desired, 
he was recalled from his deputyship to £ogland,<i and on his arrival 
iramediaitely sent prisoner to the Tower. 

His papers were immediately ordered to be seized ; but Lady 
Liaie, JMver wanting in tact or energy, contrived to destroy any that 
^vsre at all likely to criminate her husband, ^e and hor two 
dbttghters, Phifippa and Mary Basset, who were then wi& her, were 
atsictiy exaauned, by as many ways and means as the ingenuity of 
theeiannssioners could devise, but nothing could be wrung from 
tiiem, except that Mary Basset promised to write down as much as 
tiw«a«ld remember of the contents of the destroyed papers. All 
thepapevo which were found w^:e sent over, and to this circum- 
stance, we owe their preservation in a safe deposit, from whence, 
after the lapse of centuries, the foregoing letters have been brought 
to Hght.' 

* Cromwell to Lord Lisle. Calais Corresp., tinndle 1, art. 20. 

^ Instructions to Commissioners. Ibid. art. 25, b. 

^ Commisnoners to Cromwell. Ibid, art 27, date, March 22nd. 

^ Depositions on the Examination of Lord Lisle, Ibid. art. 32 ; 
«nd Deputy of Calais to Henry YIII. art. 41. ' Ibid. art. 30. 

t The editor believes herself justified in confidently asserting that 
out of the nineteen volumes, forming the Lisle Collection in the State 
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Udj Lisle was placed ioOieeiirto^r ofFnB« Han, «a BAdma^^ 
wbohad <* a sober honest ipomaii to his wife,*^ attended bj a gentle- 
womao, a diamberer, and a groom. The household of Lord Lisle, 
eonsistiiig of fifty men serrants, a laduj, two titdien boja^ two 
women serrantSy and a laandreas, was dissolTed, in ^He of tiie 
^piteoos lamentation " made by these domesticB, who oolj leeehred 
paltry pittances for their wages, wfaidi were eonsideiabljr in arrear> 
An exaet inrentorj was then taken of tiie eontents of the house, 
which is still extant,' and affords a corioos and most Tahiahleillnstni* 
tion of domestic life, since every article of fnmitare of ereiy roam, 
from the crimson velret chairs of ** my lady's dining duunber," to 
the joint stools, spits, and old worn dripping-pans of the Idtdien, is 
enumerated. Many of the rooms were ornamented with needle- 
work, and in one press were found many cushions of needlewoirk and 
crewel loom.work, proob of the industry of her ladyship and he^ 
daughters' and maidens. Amongst the jewellery is named Lady 
Lisle's gold thimble. Her wardrobe was yery costly and exitamn ; 
but from its ample and gorgeous stores, a gown of taffety, two night- 
gowns of black damask, a kirtle of black and another of tawny relTet 
were all that she was permitted to take with her to prison. Her 
daughters were sent to a separate place of confinement, where she 
was neither allowed to see nor speak with them. 

I^ady Lisle remained in captivity for two years. Amongpt the 
privy council orders of the period is one, dated December IStiif 
1540, arranging that Francis Hall should be allowed 26s. Sd. a wedL 
for the board of Lady Lisle, her three servants^ and a priesL^ What 
Honor's religious opinions really were is matter of doubt. Several 
years before, a zealous adherent of anti-popish Catholicism had 
written to inform Cromwell that the preaching of two ehi^lains of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury had ^ well brought home " Lord and 
Lady Lisle, who were formerly Pharisees, to the true faith, that iB^ 
to Henry Eighth's belief at the time being.« A correspondent of 

Paper Office, not a single letter has before been published. A few 
stray Lisle Papers, which have found their way into the Cottonian 
MSS., are printed by Sir Henry Ellis. 

* There is a letter from Ursula Hall in Calais Corresp., bundle 10, 
art. 170, date, 2nd October, 1552. 

^ Earl of Sussex and Sir John Grage to Earl of Essex. Galab 
Corresp., bundle 1, art. 34, June 5 th, 1540'. 

<" Ibid. art. 38, 39. 

•* Nicolas' Acts of Privy Council, vol. viL p. 89. 

<' J. Whalley to Secretary Cromwell. Miscel. Letters, 2nd aerieSi 
vol. xlviii. fol. 246. 
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Lady Liale^t at Paris, was particularly requested by her to send her 
a biUe, which, after much difficulty, he succeeded in procuring.* 

On the 13th of January, 1541, the order for payment to Francis 
Hall, for Lady Lisle and her attendants, was repeated,^ and on the 
15th of NoTcmber, 222/. 16«. 4d. from the revenues of Lord 
Lisle's lands was appropriated to the payment of her miscellaneous 
expenses.*^ 

Meanwhile her husband was lingering in the Tower, unable to 
obtain from the capricious cruelty of Henry YIII. either an 
examination or a trial, and yet suffering, though unconvicted, one of 
the worst of penalties.*^ At length, after two ye^rs of almost hopeless 
suspense, the tardy justice of the king pronounced his acquittal, and 
Henry YIII. sent him a ring from his own finger, with many kind 
expressions ; but the tumultuous excitement of ecstasy produced by 
this announcement was too much for his prison-worn frame, and it 
brought on a delirium of joy which terminated his existence the 
following night, the 3rd of March, 1542. The privy council had also 
issued orders that Lady Lisle, her daughters, and servants, should be 
set at liberty, their apparel and jewels restored, and 1002. presented 
to them for the expenses of their transportation to England.*^ But 
when, buoyant with expectation, Honor reached the shores of 
England, it was to learn the death of the husband, the anticipation of 
re-union with whom had often cheered the loneliest and saddest 
hours of her captivity. 

After this period we have but two solitary notices of the Lady 
Lisle— they both occur in the Patent KoU of the 38th of Henry YIII. 
On the 12th of December,f 1546, the king granted to his << dearly 
beloved Honor, Yiscountess Lisle, widow of Arthur, Yiscount Lisle^'' 
permission to alienate certain lands, which on September 4th, 1537,^ 
he had granted to her former husband and herself, and their heirs, 
with reversion to the king in default of heirs,^ and which, as Honor 

* John Bekinson to Lady Lisle, July 26th, 1539. Lisle Papers^ 
vol. X. art. 26. 

^ Privy Council Acts, vol. vii. p. 113. 

*" Ibid. p. 268. 

^ A list of apparel made. for him, and other payments, occur, 
Ibid. pp. 146, 271. 

« Ibid. p. 321. 

' Patent Roll, 30 Henry VIII. part. 7, memb. 12. 

« See Repertory of Originalia, 29 Henry VIII. Addit. MS. 6365, 
fol. 36 b. 

^ This gift is mentioned by George RoUe, Lord Lisle's legal 
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bad BO dnldiai bf LHd LUe^ vmU, iMt 
wo idcitod scoorauj^. .A. wmbu 
22md, lSi7* ITidi 
soar acenmt oC a ladj* wfa» 
ittfntkwiy but of wlioae eooae we haTO noi bem 
Mjg^ iqpoo aaj CBther 




LETTER LXn. 
Mary^ Lady Kingston^ to Lady Lisk. a.d. 1539. 

[LBLS FAFEMB, TOU Zm. no. IT. SfATB PAPSE OVFICB. Qr^OUi'*] 

%• The following letters refer to the piepoimtkms Cnr, and aaiici* 
pstioiis of, the arrival of i^oeen Anne of QereB m Eagiaiid. 



In my most humblest mamier I reoommend me 
imio your good ladyship ; and I shall desire you' to be 
good lady unto my poor son, Harry Jemingfaam, the 
bearer hereof, who at this time is appointed to wait 
upon my lord admiral to meet this young lady, which, 
by God^s grace, shall be our mistress ; that in ease 
he have not such friends there as will provide him of 
a horse to ride upon, that then it will please your 
ladyship to be so good unto him as to hdp him with 
one ; and I shall be glad to do you as much servioe, 
if it lie in my power ; praying you that I may be 
humbly recommended unto my lord your husband, 

adviser, in a letter to him, in which he wishes a clause to be imMrted 
securing the settlement of the lands on Lord Lisle's daug h ters bjr 
his first wife, in fftilnre of issue by Honor ; but this scheme was not 
accomplished. Lble Papem, vol. viL foL 26. 
• Ibid. memb. 8. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 148 

^enrii^ him of his help in this matter. And thus 
<nxr Lord send you as good health as I would have 
inyself. 

From London, the 27th day of November. 
At your commandment, 

Mary Kingston. 
T6 tiie Rig^ HooouzftUe 
and my amgnlAr good 
. lady, my Lady Lisle. 



LETTER LXm. 

Elizabeth^ Lady Wallop^ to Lady Lisk, 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[USLB PAPERS, VOL. XIT. NO. 29. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. HologTaph,'\ 

\* Lady Wallop was the wife of Sir John Wallop, lieutenant of 
Calais : many notices of her are scattered amongst the Lisle Papers. 
He was a knight of the (carter, and captain-general, first of the tower 
and easile of Calais^ and afterwards of Goisnes. He died July 13th, 
1551.* 



Oood madam, 

I most heartily recommend me unto your good 
ladyship, and am very glad to hear that my good lord 
and you be in good health, which I pray God long 
to continue; thanking you of your great kindness 
shewed always to me, as in your tokens that I have 
received divers since my departing ; which kindness 
I am not able to deserve with no power ; but my 
poor heart your ladyship shall have as long as I live ; 
for yonr great kindness hath bound me so to do. 

> Harl. MS. 897,fol. 16. ; 
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I have wished for you in Hampshire many times 
since my coming. I ensure you, madam, if yon wer^ 
in it, I should like it better than I do. I like it but^ 
easily ; and I shall tell you the cause when it shall 
be my fortune to meet with you, which I trust, 
madam, shall be when we have a new mistress, which 
I pray God to send shortly, that I may see you in 
the court ; for you shall have good occasions to see 
your two daughters then. I trust they (are) to be 
with the queen, for they be meet. I have not seen 
Mistress Katherine since we departed from the court ; 
but Mistress (Anne) I have seen divers times, and 
is as fair a gentlewoman, and as well made, as any 
that I know, and as gentle, and as well she behaveth 
herself that every body praiseth her that seeth her; 
and there is no doubt but she shall come to some 
great marriage. You are much bound to my lord 
of Sussex, and my lady, for they make not a little of 
her. My lady told me, at my last being with her, that 
she would do for her as much as she would for her 
own sister. She is the fairest and the gentlest lady 
that 1 know. It had been great pity she had mis- 
carried now, when she was in great danger of life. 
Divers that did see her did tell me they thought they 
should never see her again : thanked be God now it 
it is well over ever. 

Now, good madam, I must be a suitor unto you 
now, desiring you, for God's sake, to whom I know 
you will deny nothing for His sake, to forgive the sor- 
rowful man. Bell, that hath ofiFended my lord and 
you. As I hear, it is words that ho spake which 
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came of toa mucb drink, and of no other thing* 
IVherefore) good madam, I beseech my lord and 
you to forgive him ; for the poor man and his mk be 
undone, if my lord and you forgive them not ; you 
shall do a charitable deed, and my trust is, good 
madam, you will do it the sooner at this my request* 
N0W5 good madam, I take my leave, beseeching our 
Lord to send my lord and you long life together, de^ 
siring you to take this simple and ill- written letter in 
worth, and worse indited. Madam, an it will please 
you to take the pain to commend me humbly to my 
good lord, to my good Lady Garnish, my Lady Clin- 
ton, and good Mistress Frances.^ I pray God send 
them much joy of their marriage. 

Written at Farleigh, the 8th day of August. 
Ever yours to command, 

Elizabeth Wallop. 
To the Right Honourable 
lady my Lady Lisle. 



LETTER LXIV. 

Catherine Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 

CUSLE PAPERS, VOL. I. NO. 119. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Oi^'na?.] 

Jesus. 
Madam, 

In my most humble wise, my duty done unto your 

ktdyship, desiring to hear of your good health, and 

also desiring you of your daily blessing, the which 

• Lady Frances Basset 
VOL. III. H 
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ghaDbetomymogt comfort in this world, sndtluuilr- 
ii^ yonr Udyship for your gentle lettiB,' md for the 
crephne (fringe) snd petticoat that I received of 
Htuee. Madam, the cause of my writing to your lady- 
dnp is, that we hear say that the king^s grace diaH 
be married, and my lord and my lady as yet dotii 
hear no word of their coining up to London. Where- 
fore I desire your ladyship that you will be so good 
lady and mother unto me as to speak that I may be 
one of the queen'^s maids ; for I have no trust in none 
other but your ladphip to speak for me in that cause. 
Moreover, shewing your ladyship that I am very sorry 
that I saw not my lord, my father-in-law, at his being 
in England.^ Madam, I have no news to send you 
here ; but my lord and my lady is in good health, 
with all their children. And thus I pray Jesu pre- 
serve you in long life to His pleasure. 

By your humble daughter, 

Gathebine Basset. 

To the Right Honourable and 
mine especial good lady 
mother, the Lady Liale^ be 
this given. 

At Calais. 



The appointment of maid of honour to Queen Anne of ClereBWiB 
at last obtained^ and Catherine Basset was one of her attendantE^ not 
only as queen but after her relinquishment of the regal dignily.^ 

* So in BIS. Letters. 

!> He left EngUnd about tiie GtitOot, 1539. Thg prcwnt kttar 
WM written in that month. 
« Nicolas' Acta of the Privy;^C6undl, toI. vSi p. 220. 
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LETTER LXV. 
Anne Bctsset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 

[lisle PAFBRS^ TOL. I. NO. 82. STATE PAPER OPFICE. Ort^lMt/.] 

Madam, 

My duty done, I humbly recommend me unto your 
ladyship, denring you of your daily blessing. The 
cause of my writing unto you at this time is, that I 
am now with my cousin Dene, at the king^s grace's 
commandment ; for whereas Mistress Mewtas doth lie 
in London there are no walks but a little garden^ 
wherefore it was the king^s graoe^s pleasure that I 
should be with my oousin Dene ; for whereas she 
lieth there are fair walks and a good open air ; for 
the physician doth say that there is nothing better 
for my disease than walking; and I thank God I. 
am a great deal better than I was. Madam, I did 
hope that I should have seen your ladyship here when 
my lord came over ; but howbeit I trust to God that. 
we shall have a mistress shortly. — And then I trust 
I shall see you here when she comes over, which 
I hope to God wiU not be long. No more to you at 
this time, but I pray God send your ladyship long 
life, to the pleasure of God. From Westminster, the 
Sunday after Michaelmas day. 

By your bumble daughter, 

Anne Basset. 
Madami my cousin Dene hath her heartily recom- 
mended to your ladyship. 
To the Bisht HoDoorible and m^ 
my lia47.Vi800ii]ite88 Lisle, 
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LETTER LXVI. 

^7272^ Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[lislb papers, vol. I. NO. 86* STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original,] 

*»* Ann of Cleyes passed through Calais, en route^ and was 
received and entertained by Lord and Lady Lisle with all the respect 
due to their future queen. They had even anticipated her arrival by 
a present to her, which was courteously acknowledged in a letter 
from her vice-chamberlain, dated Dnsseldorf, November 10th,* in 
which he also thanks them for a hackney and an arquebus sent to 
himself. 

The impression made by the queen-^lect upon Lady Lisle's mind 
was favourable, as appears from the following letter, and Anne was 
equally pleased with her zeal and affection.^ Her ladyship would 
doubtless too, improve the present opportunity by pressing her 
daughters' promotion upon the attention of their future queen. 



Madam, 

My duty done, I humbly recommend me unto your 
ladyship, desiring you of your daily blessing. This 
shall signify your ladyship that I received your letter 
of Husee ; and, according to the contents thereof, I 
have declared unto the king's Wghness all things, as 
your ladyship willed me to do, so that his grace took 
the same in right good part, accepting your good will 
and toward mind therein as thankfully as though 
your ladyship had waited on her grace hither ; pon- 
dering right well the charges that my lord and your 
ladyship hath lately been at, and do sustain, specially 
at this present time. I humbly thank your ladyship 
of the news you write me of her grace, that she 
is so good and gentle to serve and please : it shall be 
no little rejoicement to us, her grace's servants here, 
that shall attend daily upon her, and most comfort to 
• Lisle Papers, vol. xviii. unfoliated. ^ Ibid. 
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the king's majesty, whose highness is not a little 
desirous to have her grace here. And for the good 
and motherly counsel your ladyship doth give me, 
concerning my continuance in the king's favour, I 
thank your ladyship most lowly therefor ; trusting God 
shall no longer spare me life than I shall therein 
continue. For I knowledge myself most bound to 
his highness of all creatures : if I should, therefore, in 
any thing offend his grace willingly, it were pity I 
should live. Madam, the king doth so well like the 
conserves you sent him last, that his grace com- 
manded me to write unto you for more of the 
codiniac^ of the clearest makings and of the conserve 
of damascenes; and this as soon as may be. No 
more to you at this time, but I pray God send your 
ladyship long life, to the pleasure of Almighty God. 
From York-place, the Monday afore Christmas day. 
By your humble and obedient daughter, 

Anne Basset. 
To the Right Honourable and ] 
my . singular good lady and 
mother, the Viscountess Lisle. 



LETTER LXVIL 

Elinor J Countess of Rutland^ to Lady Lisle* 
A.D. 1540, 

[cotton MS. VESPASIAN, F. XIII. ABT. 121, F. 107. Holograph.} 

*«* Lady Lisle, haying procured the preferment of one daughter, 
was frequent and urgent in her requests to her friends for the pro« 
motion of the other, as appears by the two following letters. A 

* Quiddeny, or marmalade of quinces. . 
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letter from Catherine Baalet to her motheri written on the tame da^ 
as the preeent, and on thd same subject, is printed in the Howard 
Collection.* 



My very good lady, 

In my right hearty maimer I commend me mito 
yom* good ladyship, signifying the same that I have 
received from you, by Master Husee, a pipe of 
Gascony wine and two barrels of herrings, for the 
which, and others your manifold kindness heretofore 
shewed, I render unto yoa my hearty thanks, assuring 
the same that if there be any pleasure that my lord 
or I can do for your ladyship, here or elsewhere, 
you shall have the same accomplished to the best we 
can accordingly ; and where you be very desirous to 
have your daughter. Mistress Basset, to be one of the 
queen's graoe's maids, and that you would I should 
move her grace in that behalf. These shall be 
to do your ladyship to wit that I perceive right 
well the king^s highness** pleasure to be such that 
no more maids shall be taken in, until sueh time as 
some of them that now be with the queen^ grace be 
preferred. Albeit^ if you will make some means unto 
mother Lowe, who can do as much good in this matter 
as any one woman here, that she may make some 
means to get your said daughter with the queen's 
said grace ; — and in so doing, I think you Bhall obtain 
your purpose in every behalf ;*— and I, for my part, 
shall do the best I can to prefer (her) here, for I 

* Page 213. It is reprinted by Miss Strickland in her Memoir of 
Anne of Cleves, Queens of England, toL iv. p. 340. The present letter 
has heeii printed hy Sir Henry Ellis, 2nd series, vol. ii. p. 41, but 
assigned to a much earlier date, and without any of the elncidatidto 
afforded by the Lisle Paperii. 
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would be xigU ^d thereof, both for the greftt 
honesty that is in her. And thus our Lord keep 
jonr ladyship in heilth« At the Courts the 17th dsy 
otFebtwaj. 

Yonr Isdyship^s assured, 

Elinor Rutland. 
T* my veiy good lady 
jay Lady Lisle, her 
good Uidyship 1>e 
igifeiu 



LETTER LXVIII, 

Anne Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1540. 

[USUB PAPEBS, VOL. I. NO. 83. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OrtpnoZ.] 

Madam, 

Li my nK»t fanmbleBt wise I commend me imto 
your ladyship, desiring you of your daily blessing. 
Madam, I haye presented your codiniao^ to ibe king's 
highness, and his grace does like it wondrous w^, 
snd gave your ladyship most hearty thanks for it. 
And whereas I perceired, by your ladyship's letter, 
that when the king^s highness had tasted of your 
oodiniao, you would have me to move his grace for to 
send you some token of Temembrance, that you might 
know the better that his grace does like your oodiniac; 
—-by my tmtii, madam, I told his grace that your 
ladyship was glad Hiat you could make anything that 
his grace did like. And his grace made me answer 

• Spelled hexegoodeneehe, but doubtless identical with the eodifnaeif 
or codiniac of a former letter ; marmalade of quinces. 
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that he did thank you with all his heart ; and his 
grace commanded me that Nicholas Eyre should 
speak with my father Heneage afore he went ; and 
whether he will send your ladyship any token by him 
or no, I cannot tell ; for, madam^ I durst not be so 
bold to move his grace for it no other wise, for fear 
lest how his grace would have taken it. Therefore 
I beseech your ladyship be not discontented with me. 
And whereas you do write to me that I should 
remember my sister, I have spoken to the king^s 
highness for her, and his grace made me answer that 
Master Bryan and divers other hath spoken to his 
grace for their friends, but he said he would not 
grant me nor them as yet ; for his grace said that he 
would have them that should be fair, and, as he 
thought; meet for the room. Therefore, madam, I 
think if you did send to some of your ladyship's 
friends that are about his grace to speak for her, or 
else I cannot tell what you is best to do in it, for I 
have done as much as I can. 

And whereas you do write to me that I should 
speak for my lord's matter, and for Bery's son ; I 
beseech your ladyship to hold me excused in that, for 
I dare not be so bold to move the king^s graqe in no 
such matters, for fear lest how his grace would take 
it. Madam, my sister Catherine has her humbly 
recommended unto your ladyship; desiring you of 
your blessing. She desires your ladyship to hold her 
excused, because she doth not write to you, for she is 
gone this day with my lord of Rutland and my lady 
to Hever. 
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And whereas you do write to me that I do not write 
with my own hand^ the truth is, that I cannot write 
nothing myself but mine own name ; and, as for that, 
when I had haste to go up to the queen's chamber, 
my man did write it which did write my letter. No 
more to you at this time, but I pray God send (you) 
long life, to the pleasure of Almighty God. From 
York-place, the 19th day of February. 

By your humble daughter, 

Anne Basset. 
To the Kight Honourable my 
siugttlar good lady and mother, 
my Lady Viscountess Lisle, 

at Calais. 



Of Anne Basset nothing more remains on record, except that she 
vas maid of honour to Queen Anne of Cleves/ Catherine Howard, 
aud probably Catherine Parr ; and that Edward VI., on his acces* 
sion, gave her a retiring pension of 40 marks per annum.** 



LETTER LXIX. 

Mary, Ladi/ Kingston^ to Mn Wriothesley. 
A.D. 1540. 

[miscellaneous letters, third series. TOL. T. no. 25. STATE • 

PAPER office. Orig\nal.'\ 

•«• The fearful scenes of excitement through which the princess 
Mary had passed in 1539, had told upon a constitution naturally 
delicate. The disgrace and attainder of her governess, Lady Salis- 

* Domestic Records, temp. Henry VIII. No. 239, A. State Paper 
Office. 

^ Patent Roll, 1 Edward VI. pt 7, date July 28th, 1647. The 
Basset pedigree names none of the daughters of Sir John Basset ; 
their marriages, if they did marry, cannot therefore be traced. 
H % 
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\mgjf and of mdbt of her nother^ Mente, md tin BfiprAittmaimB of 
being forced to an unwelcome nazriage with thePkoteBtant prince, 
Philip of Bavaria, bo affected her that she was reduced to the con- 
dition described ib the present letter, written to Wriothedeyy who, 
on his recent Tisit, had noticed her imdiapositiOD, and wished to be 
ascertained of her convalescence. 



Master WrioilieBley, 

With my hearty recommendations, sir, to certify 
you how my lady's grace doth, — she hath been sick 
ever since Christmas, insomuch upon New Year's 
day, after she was up in the morning, she could 
neither sit nor stand, but was foin to go to her bed 
again for faintness, and yesterday, thanked be God, 
she was somewhat amended. Kotwithstanding, her 
physician would be glad to have more counsel afore 
he minister anything unto her. Wherefore, if it 
will please you to speak unto my lord Privy Seal, 
that it will please him to move the king's grace, that 
Mr. doctor Butts may go thither, because he hath 
been with her in such cases in times past. And thus 
I conmiit you to God, prajdng him to send you 
many good new years, with much worship. 

Written the 3rd day of January, at the Black 
Friars. 

Mary Kingston. 

To the Right Worsh^ftd MJastet 
IVrioflieBley. 
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LETTER LXX. 

Marfforetj Cotmtess Dowager of Ormond^ to King 
Henry the Eighth, a.d. 1540. 

[nOSB dOBfiESPONDCNCB^ TOL. IT. ART. 34. STATE PAPER OFFICE. • 

Ort^no/.] 

*«* The writer of the following letter, usually known as the great 
ConnteBB ctf Ormonde was the daughter of Gerald eighth Earl of Kil. 
dare> and wife of Piers Butler, dghth Earl of Ormond, who receiyed 
the title of Ossory, during a temporary relinquishment of his ances- 
tnd honours, in favour of Thomas, the father of Queen Anne 
Boleyn. In May, 1584, he was appointed lord treasurer of Ireland, 
and £lled that dBcewith unhlemiahed integrity and consummate 
ability ; but, though himself a brave soldier, much of his success in 
counsel was attributed to his wife, who was said to be '< a lady of such 
parts that all the estates of tiie realm cxoudied unto her ; so politic 
that nothing was thought substantially debated without her advice ; 
she was muilike, and tall of stature ; very liberal and bountiful ; a 
secure friend ; a bitter enemy, hardly disliking where she &ncied, 
not easily fkocying where she disliked." " 

The earl and countess used many laudable efforts to introduce the 
arts of civilisation amongst the wild Irish, in the midst of whom they 
resided. They brou^t over artisans from Planders^ to whom they 
asmgned apartments in their own castle of Kilkenny, and employed 
th^n in weaving carpets, cushions, tapestries^ &c. They rebuilt 
tiie castle of Gowran, and erected a sehoo^house for the poor. So 
greatly was the earl beloved by the people that they reAffied to serve 
unless commanded by himself or his son ; and on one occasion, when 
he was confined by the gout, his son James had to be summoned 
frosLEngfamd to lead thera.^ After the death of the earl, in 1539, 
the countess still continued to live a life of active usefulness and 
great devotion, enjoying a jointure of 400 marks assigned her by her 
son.<^ The following letter to Henry YIII. is, unfortunately, the 
only specimen of her epistolary correspondence known to be in 
existence. 

a Collins' Peerage, voL ix. p. 78, note g. 

^ Surrey to Wolsey. Wolsey Corresp. vol. xL part 2, foL 10. 
State Paper Office. 
^ MisceL Letters, vol. vii. fol. 116, Cranewell to Lord GromwelL 
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Please It your most excellent highness to be* 
advertised that, like as my lord my husband, whose- 
soul Jesu rest, at times delighted to provide such 
pleasures in this land as should be acceptable to* 
your majesty, so, in semblablewise, do I recognize 
myself much bounden to declare my heart and duty 
towards your grace, of like sort and disposition. 
And, having sent unto your highness, by this bearer, 
two goshawks, to be delivered unto your majesty, as 
of my poor gift, for lack of any convenient thing, 
at this time, being in my disposition to be presented 
unto your grace ; in most humble wise I beseech your 
highness to accept the same in good part, not agree* 
able to so unmeet a gift or present sent to so mighty 
a prince, but as in respect of my heart and intent 
towards your majesty, whose grace it may please 
graciously to accept the same as proceeding of a 
confident boldness. And thus the blessed Trinity 
preserve your most royal person long and triumph- 
antly to reign, with much victory. 

Written at your highness' city of Waterford, the 
8th of July. 

Your grace'^s most humble bounden subject, 
M., of Ormond and Ossory. 

To our Sovereign lord, the King's 
most excellent Highness. 
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LETTER LXXI. 
Lettice^ Lady Lee, to Lard CromwelL a.d. 1540. 

[MUCBL, LEITBBS, SECOND ' SERIES, TOL. XXI r. NO. 457. 8T4TE PAPEB 

^OFFICE. Otigindl.l 

%* 'J he followiog appeal of a nfew-made widow needs no comment. 
It 18 touchingly true in its [delineations of the utter desolateness of 
widowhood. In another letter to Lord Cromwell, Lady Lee com- 
plains of her son Anthony for claiming money, plate, jewels, and 
honsehold stuff, helonging to her late husband, and requests his aid 
that her aflEairs may soon be settled, since the time of the year was 
come for shearing the sheep, storing the pastures, buying cattle, &c., 
none of which could be done while things were in such uncertainty.* 

If your singular gentleness were not many ways 
known unto me, by often proofs, toward me and my 
good husband, Sir Robert Lee, of whose soul Jesu 
have mercy, I should never dare take upon me this 
boldness to write unto your lordship, of the which 
humbly I desire you of pardon, trusting that you will 
weigh this my bold writing to your lordship with the 
extreme care and heaviness that I am now forced 
mito. 

It hath pleased God, which works all things at his 
will, to take from me my loving husband, whose good- 
ness I shall ever lack, whose death I can no less com- 
plain than his life I did rejoice : and whereas before, 
by the provision of my husband, I need not to care 
for anything ; now I am subject to all trouble, care, 
and heaviness, and am left here a sorrowful widow, 
as I do intend to live during my life, God willing. It 
has pleased jrour lordship of your goodness to be 
special good lord to my bedfellow and to me, and to 

» Miscel. Letters, 2nd series, toL xxii. foU 459. 
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all our childreny in times past, and now I shall 
humbly beseech your lordship to continue good lord 
unto me, and to giye me liberty, that HuajYnxmgR be 
laid to me, that I may be so bold to come or send to 
your lordship for aid, and to help me in my right at 
all times, in the way of charity, as a poor and desolate 
widow. 

And whereas my bedfellow did make your lordship 
master of his game at Beyrdesthome, I shall heartily 
desire you to take the self-same liberty that you had 
then, and if that I may know when that your lordship 
does come into the country, I will be there myself^ 
and make you the best cheer that I can to my power, 
and your lordship shall be as welcome to me as your 
heart can think, either there or to any other ground 
or place that I have in the worlds without feigning; 
as knoweth our Lord, whom ever keep and prisserve 
your lordship in good health and long life, with nmch 
honour to his pleasure. And here I do send your 
lordship a poor token of remembrance, 10/., to buy 
you an ambling nag to hunt withal in summer. 

Written at Quarendon by your poor beadwoman 
the 29th day of February.' 

By your daily beadwoman, 

LsmcE LsE. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my singular good lord my 
Lord of tlie Priyy Seal, giro 
this.^ 

<" The date most, therefore, be 15iO, the only l«ap-year irbM 
Cromwell was Lord Privy Seal. 

^ The pomnnt lettw doaea mr vxtracli Cram Urn Cranrall mrv 
spondence, which, commencing from the death of Wda^, erteaded 
to the Beiznmof ttie GranweU-pi^fn In AprH, IMO. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 159 



LETTER LXXII. 

Elizabeth, Ladk/ Crpmwelly to Henry the Eighth, 
A.D. 1540. 

[cotton MS. TflSPASIJlNy F. XIII. ABT. 209, FOL. 193. OfiffinalJ] 

%* The kinchieaB with which Lord Cromwell treated his daughter- 
in-law, and the velvet and affection Vhich she professed for him, 
have appeared in her former letters, written when she was Lady 
Ughtred. Yet upon his disgrace and death, in 1540, she did not 
hentate to use towards him the strong terms of reprobation contained 
in the following letter. Gregory Cromwell was not permanently 
involved in his father^s misfortunes, for, on the 18tli of December, 
five months after his death, he was raised to the peerage as Baron 
Cromwell.* 



After the bounden duty of my most humble sub- 
mission unto your excellent majesty, whereas it 
hath pleased the same, of your mere mercy and 
infinite goodness, notwithstanding the heinous tres- 
passes and most grievous ofiTences of my father- 
in-law, yet so graciously to extend your benign pity 
towards my poor husband and me, as the extreme 
indigence and poverty wherewith my said father-in- 
law's most detestable offences liath oppressed us, is 
thereby right mutsfa holpen and relieved, like as I 
have of long lime been right desirous presently as 
weH to render most humble thanksy as also to desire 
continuance of the same your highness^ most benign 
goodness. So, considering your grace^s most high and 
weighty lifi&ira at this preset, fear of molestiiig or 
being troddtsome onto your hifi^Imess hath dissuaded 

• Patent "Roll, S2 Henry Till, part 6. 
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me as yet otherwise to sue unto your grace than 
alonely by these my most humble letters, until your 
grace's said affairs shall be partly overpast. Most 
humbly beseeching your majesty in the mean season 
mercifully to accept this my most obedient suit^ and 
to extend your accustomed pity and gracious good- 
ness towards my said poor husband and me, who 
never hath, nor, God willing, never shall offend your 
majesty, but continually pray for the prosperous estate 
of the same long time to remain and continue 
Your most bond woman, 

Elizabeth Cromwell. 



LETTER LXXIII. 

Queen Anne qfCleves to King Henry the EightJi. 
A.D. 1540. 

[domestic becobds, temp, henbt Tin. MO. 204. stats paper 

OFFICE.] 

*«* The following curious letter was written by the most prndent, 
perhaps because the most phlegmatic, of the wives of Henry VIII., 
when her hour arrived to be separated from him. It is written with 
much tact and accommodation to the weak pomts of the king's ebs- 
racter. The circumstances connected with it are too weU known to 
need comment. It is endorsed in Wriothesley's hand : ** Copy of tbt 
Lady Anne's first letter to the king's majesty." 



Pleaseth your most excellent majesty to under* 
stand that, whereas, at sundry times heretofore, I 
have been informed and perceived, by certain lords 
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and others of your grace^^ council, of the doubts and 
questions which have been moved and found in our 
marriage ; and how hath petition thereupon been 
made to your highness by your nobles and commons, 
that the same might be examined and determined by 
the holy clergy of this realm ; to testify to your high- 
ness by my writing, that which I have before promised 
by my word and will, that is to say, that the matter 
should be examined and determined by the said clergy; 
ft may please your majesty to know that, though this 
case must needs be most hard and sorrowful unto me, 
for the great love which I bear to your most noble 
person, yet, having more regard to God and his 
truth than to any worldly affection, as it beseemed 
me, at the beginning, to submit me to such exami- 
nation and determination of the said clergy, whom I 
have and do accept for judges competent in that 
behalf. So now being ascertained how the same clergy 
hath therein given their judgment and sentence, I 
knowledge myself hereby to accept and approve the 
same, wholly and entirely putting myself, for my state 
and condition, to your highness^ goodness and plea* 
sure ; most humbly beseeching your majesty that, 
though it be determined that the pretended matrimony 
between us is void and of none effect, whereby I 
neither can nor will repute myself for your grace^s 
wife, considering this sentence (whereunto I stand) 
and your majesty's clean and pure living with me, yet 
it will* please you to take me for one of your most 
humble servants, and so to determine of me, as I may 
sometimes have the fruition of your most noble 
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presence ; which as I shall esteem for a great benefit, 
so, my lords and others of yoor majeety'^s council, now 
being with me, have put me in oomfori thereof; sad 
that your highness wiU take me for your sister ; fx 
the which I most humbly thank yoil aeoordingly. 

Thus, most gracious {»*inoe, I beseech our Lord Gk>d 
to send your majesty long life and good health, to 
God^B ^<H*y, your own hoBour, and the wealth of 
this noble realm. 

From Richmond, the 11th day of July, fiie SSnd 
year of your majesty's most noble reign. 
Your majesty's most humble 
sister and servant, 

Anne, the dau^ter of Cleves^ 



l^nee conto mpo ta n eoaB chronicles are entirely sileat on Ob/b 
fortuneB of Anne of GlevoB dnriqg tbe reign of Edward Y I^ Um fat 
lowing slight particulars, extracted from one of the Privy Cooodl 
books of that period^ may not he nnaeceptable.* Under the date of die 
7th of April, ISi?, occurs a memorandum thai lettes^psre addzeswi 
to Sir George Harper, signifying the king's oontentatJon that tlie Lad|jr 
Anne of Cleves should have the use of deer and wood in the park of 
Penshursty in form as she now hath Bletchingley. A rety reqieetfiil 
letter was written to her by the eonndl, 'whieh iii^e MS. is givw 
in full. The purport of it is to request her, as the condition ^of ooia- 
pliance, to receive Sir Thomas Cawarden, Knight, as her tenant at 
Bletchingley, under a rent of 34/. 15». 2^., and referring her to Sir 
John Guildford, her chamberlain, fior a fUUer wtpliamtiaa of thrir 



The next entry proves that the exFqneen was an ooeasional ristor 



<^ It may be also noted that the book of payments by the 
of the king's household, from the 29th to the S3rd t>f Henry YHL, 
Arundel MS. 97, contains many entries relating to her, about and 
subsequent to the time of her arrival in England. See fL 100^ lOQI^ 
102b, 112, 116, 133, 1401^ 142b, 152b, 163b, 179b, 192. 

^ Harleian MS. 352, fol. 22. 
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ftt the court of her Btep4K>n, and that she herself was not toe-weaiy 
of the precmcts of royalty to make these visita a subject of speciid 
Wfpait. On the 2Dih June, 1550, ^ The Lady Anne of Cleves, for 
mower to h$r rtfumUf is appointed to be at the court on Thursday 
next, iHm 26th of this presenf^ One of her objectam this visit seema 
to have been to soUdt pecuniary aid from King Edward ; for nine days 
afterwards occurs *A warrant to pay unto the Lady Anne of CieyoB 
400iL, given her by the king's majesty towards the payment of her 
debts, at the suit of the Duke of Cieves."'' The next time she applied 
for pecuniary aid, she was less civilly treated. On the 8th of August, 
1552, the king and court being then at Waltham, a letter was sent 
« to the lady Anne of Qeves, signi^ring unto her that the king's 
majesty hath been pleased to grant the confirmation of certain leases 
given by her to three of her servants. And that, as touching her 
request for Utie pt^yment of the pensions of divers her servants, for 
that his highness is presently in progress, and resolved not to be 
troubled with payments until his return, the same cannot be satisfied 
until his majesty^s coming to London.''<: 

No other «ntries of interest occur in this volume, whidi termi- 
nates soon afterwards. A few scattered notiees concerning her are 
to be found amongst the domestic records in the State Paper Office, 
bat not of any great interest. 



LETTER LXXIV. 

Elizabeth, Duchess of Norfolk, totheEarlqfWestmareland. 
A J). 1541. 

[XlSCaSIX. UnTXtES,TlBST SERIES, VOL. I. NO. 103. 8IATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Original.^ 

•«• It will he ssBtembered that the Earl of Westmoreland, to 
whom the pzeaent letter is addressed, was the ear^ plighted lover of 
the Duchess of Norfolk, and afterwards her brotheivitt-law. He 
seems to have been the only person who, in the midst of all her per- 
versity, still took an interest in her fortunes. 

• Harleian MS. 352, fol. 101. 
^ Ibid. fol. 103b. « Ibid. fol. 253b. 
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3Iy knrd of Westmoreland, 

In my most loving wise I commend me nnto you, 
and I heartily thank you for the great pain you took 
tor me« which I shall never forget ; and I desire you, 
my lord, to make no more suit to my lord my hus- 
band, for there shall no prisonment make me to lie 
on myself: I have been so well used to it this seven 
years, that I care not for it* 

And I do send you by this bearer two dishes of 
almond butter, and one to my aster, and an other to 
my niece, Dorothy ; and wafer-cakes to you and to 
my sister, and to the gentlewomen ; and four dozen 
cakes to be delivered to Mistress Daniell. And I do 
send by this bearer to my sister, a gold ring, and to 
my niece, Dorothy, a bow royal of gold. I pray 
you, if you see mine uncle of Huntingdon, have me 
heartily recommended unto him and to mine aunt.* 
I pray God that I may break my prisonment that I 
have had this seven year, that I may come abroad 
and see my friends. No more to you at this time ; 
but I pray God send you as well to fare as I would 
myself. 

Written at Redbum, the 11th day of April, 
By your poor loving sister-in-law, during my life, 

E. Norfolk. 

* George HaBtings, Earl of HantiDgdoD, who married the Lady 
Anne Stafford, aister to the duchess' father, Edward Duke of 
Buckingham. 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Margaret, Queen of Scotland, to King Henry the Eighth* 
A.D, 1541. 

[SCOTLAND BOTAL LBTTEBS, TOL. I. NO. 4L STATE PAPER OFFICE. ; 

Original,^ 

Kight excellent^ right high, right mighty prince^ 
&nd our dearest brother. 

In our most hearty mamier we recommend us unto 
you. This poor religious man, friar Joachim, somo* 
time sacrist of the holy sepulchre of our Lord Jesu, 
in Jerusalem, and now monk of the abbey called and 
entituled, of Our Lady of Grace, situate betwixt the 
cities of Jerusalem and Damascus, lately come withia 
this realm of Scotland with patent letters of the 
patriarch of Jerusalem, making him procurator for 
the said religion, to ask and receive alms from all 
Christian people, for the redemption and relieving of 
the abbot and convent of the said abbey of the order 
of St. Basil, violently taken and withholden in prison 
by the Saracens, infidels in those parts ; and also for 
the relief of their said abbey, presently holden and 
occupied by the said infidels; which extends to a 
gross sum of money, as the said letters more fully 
purport. And the said friar Joachim intends pre- 
sently to pass through your realm of England, and 
from thence to his own country. 

Wherefore we exhort and pray you, our dearest 
brother, in our most effectuous manner, that, for this 



166 LETTERS OF ROTAL AND 

our special request, yon please to give and grant your 
safe conduct and free pasqport wako the said friar 
Joachim and his servants, to pass freely through your 
said reafan, and with your lioenoe to proeore and 
receive alms from your lieges, to the effect foresaid, 
without any impediment or displeasure to be done to 
him or his servants by any of your lieges or sabjects, 
and the which we believe surely you will cause be 
done, not only for this our reqtiest, but muoh more 
for the merit and reward of God, to relieve Christian 
m^i forth of thraldom of infidels, enemies to the 
faith of Christ Jesu. 

Bight excellent, right high, right mighty prince, 
and our dearest brother, eternal God have you in His 
blessed and eternal protection. 

At Edinburgh, subscribed with our hand, and 
under oiur signet, the first day of March, the year of 
God 1540 years/ 

Your loviiqr sister, 

MAHftATtRT B. 
To tbfi Ric^ £xoelkni,Ble^ Hi^ 
and Mighty Prmoe, and our 
dearest brother, the King of 
xtaiflBaiiu* 

* The true date, accordmg to our present mode of redconing^ is 
1541. Both in Enghind and Seotlani^ the I^;al year did noi «l tUi 
period oommenee till Mareh 25thy eooseqwanljly, aU dociiiBsiili 
written between January the Ist and that day must be assigned to a 
year later than the given date. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

Queem Margaret to King Henry like Eighth, 
A.D. 1541. 

[BOTAL letters SOOTLAKPy VOL. I. AST. 42. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograpk,1 

*^* The following is the Uust letter known to have been penned by 
file ready, though ** evil hand " of Queen Margaret. It announces 
Ae dsaUi of her two grandaona^ Arthor, Duke of Albany, and Jamea^ 
Grown Prinee of Scotland, which took place within a few weeks of 
each other. Biargaret did not long surviye this sad event. She 
died at Methven Gastle, the residence of her third husband, on the 
34th <^ November, 1541. 



Dearest brother, the king, 

In my most humble maimer I recommend me to 
your grace, whom please to wit I have received your 
writing, and understands the same, whereof I thank 
your grace of your good mind towards me, your 
rister. 

Pleaseth you, dearest brother, here hath been 
great displeasure for the death of the prince and his 
brother, both with the king, my dearest son, and the 
queen his wife; wherefore I have done great dili- 
gence to put them in comfort, and is never from 
them, but ever in their company, whereof they are 
very glad. Herefore I pray your grace to hold me 
excused, that I write not at length of my matters at 
this time^ because I can' get no leisure ; but I trust 
you will stand my friend and loving brother, and that 
I get no hurt in nothing that I write to your grace, 
nor that you will not write nothiog belonging me, 
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your sister, to the king, my son, without I be first 

advertised, and that it be with my advice ; praying 

your grace, dearest brother, that it will please you 

to do this for me, your sister, and I am, and shall be, 

ever ready at my power to do your grace's will and 

pleasure. But I am afraid that I put your grace to 

great pain and travail to read my oft writing and my 

evil hand ; praying your grace to pardon me of the 

same, and that it will please you, dearest brother, to 

keep secret any writings that I send, for otherwise it 

may do me great hurt, which I trust your grace will 

not do to me, your sister, seeing I am remaining in 

this realm; as God knows, whom preserve your 

grace. 

Written at Stirling, the 12 th day of May. 

Your loving sister, 

Margaret R# 
To the King's Grace, my dearest brother. 

Endorsed — " The Queen Dowager of Scotland to the Kwg's Majesty, 
12th May, 1541." 



LETTER LXXVII. 

Elinor, Countess of Rutland, to her Father, Sir WUHam 
Paston. 

[PASTON LETTERS, DOUCE MS., NO. 393, FOL. 98. BODLEIAN LIBRABT, 

OXFORD, OHginal'l 

Jesus. 
Father, 

In my most humble wise I recommend me unto yoUi 

desirbg you of your daily blessing. And right glad 
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I hear of your good amendment, which is much to my 
comfort, trusting in God that the worst is past with 
you. And concerning the young gentleman which I 
wrote unto you of, I hear now say that long before 
this time he was in communication with Sir William 
Sidney for one of his daughters, and whether they do 
agree or not as yet I cannot fully advertise you, the 
world is so changeable now-a-days. And, howsoever it 
goeth^ I trust by your good help, and with the help 
of my lord, to provide her of another as good as he 
is, for in this matter I am in no certainty as yet. The 
queen's grace will be at Enfield on Friday come 
se\might^ and remove to the prince's on Saturday 
next after, and come again on Monday. Wherefore, 
if you can conveniently send me some fishes out of 
your parts against the same time, it would come in 
good time, for here is small store. And, for other 
news, I have none but after the old fashion ; and the 
court is merry, thanked be God, as knoweth our Lord, 
who keep you and send you long life and good health 
^to your pljeasure. 

Written at Hally well, on Shrove Tuesday, 
I pray you to recommend me most humbly unto my 
lady, my mother, and pray her of her daily blessing. 
And concerning the marriage between my lord of 
Westmoreland and my lord,* as yet it is not fully 
accomplished. And how it taketh effect I shall adver- 
tise you by my next letters. 

My sister Elizabeth is yet with me, and prayeth 

* Jane, second daughter of the Earl and Countess of Rutland, 
married Henry Neyill, Earl of WestmoreUmd. 

VOL. IIL t 
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you'of your daily "blessing; and tliiiifceth very Ibng until 

she see you. And my brotdier John is now [upon the] 

water. 

Elinob Rutland. 

To my loying father^ Sir 
William Paston. 



LETTER LXXVm. 

Elinor, Bowager Catmtess qf'Rtithnd^ to her Faster, 
Sir William Paston. a.d. 1544. 

[paston letters, DOUGE MS. NO. 393, FOL. 97. BODLEUN- UBEMLT^ 

OXFORD. OriffinaL'J 

%* On September 20tb, 1543, the Earl of Rutland died, leavinc 
by his win, dated August 26th, of the same year, his CountesB 
his pnneipal executrix. Henry Bigby, ioMned In the pi M iiit 
letter, was one of her co-execntors. The Ck>unte8aElinar sosnred 
her husband eight years. She died in 1551, and was buried at 
St. Leonard's Church, Shorediteh, London. 



After my humble duty I hove neoeived yonr lettas 
by my brother Clement, to my singular comforty.wheuer 
unto I trust my brother ChaWorth hath, by his letters, 
made answer acoordingly, signifying unto you that, 
whereas Henry Digby hath^ by his letters, desiredtt 
have of me and the other executors ihe sum- of Hurae 
or four hundred pounds in* prest, and. thst he 
thinketh it necessary that I sold one great hundred 
pounds^ worth of plate, I have requiied. him ton 
answer that he shall not only open and dedare 
his full mind and purposes in every behalf unto 
you, but also that he shall hear and aooept jowt 
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advice and sentence therein, and that then I shall be 
glad to conform myself to such things as shall be 
thought most meet and convenient by both your dis- 
cretions. 

Whereas I have sent up Bridget Huggard to be 
cured, and that ^nthout any letter unto you, by reason 
I was uncertain of your repair to London at that time,^ 
I shall beseech you to be so good, forasmuch as I think 
h^p £sea6e requires to have presentTemedy, that you 
will provide that she may (be) helped therein as you 
shall think most convenient. Assuring you i^at I 
riiall not fail to content and pay you for all such costs 
and charges as you shall be at for the sanie, by the 
grace of Almighty Gk)d. And thus praying you to 
have me humbly commended to my lady, my mother, 
desiring both your daily blessings, I shall beseech our 
Lord to have you both in his blessed preservation. 

From Beauvoir, the 15th day of February. 

Eldiob Rutland. 
Ta m^r Cither, Sir 
Vtrmiam PastoD, 
Knight. 



LETTER LXXIX, 



Queen Catherine Parr to the Council toi^ the Kinff. 
A.D. 1544. 

[CALAIS CORRESPONDENCE^ BUNDLE lY. NO. 411 B. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Or%ginal,'\ 

•«• The three following letters were written by Queen Catherine 
Parr, when Regent of EngUuid^ during the expedition undertaken by 
Henry VIII. to Calais and Boulogne in 1544. Part of the noblemen 
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of the priyy cooncil attended their royal master, while the remainder 
were appointed to assist the queen regent with their adviee. Between 
the council with the king and that with the queen, a frequent cor- 
mspondence was maintained. 



Kathebine the Queen, K.P. 

Kight trusty and right well-beloved cousins and trusty 
and right well-beloved. 
We greet you well. Letting you wit that having 
received your letters of the 23rd of this present, we 
have by the same had singular comfort^ as well to 
perceive thereby the state of health my lord the king's 
majesty was in at that present, as also the good begin- 
ning of success of his grace's affairs there ; for your 
joyful news whereof we give unto you our right hearty 
thanks. And forasmuch as, touching the other con- 
tents of your said letters, we have presently written 
At length unto my said lord, the king's majesty, we* 
forbear to repeat the same unto you, not doubting 
but that his highness will communicate the same unto 
you accordingly. Given under our signet at my said 
lord the king's majesty's honour of Hampton Court, 
the 25th day of July, the 36th year of his majesty's 
most noble reign. 

To our right trusty and well-beloved, 
the Council attendant on my Lord 
the King's Majesty's most noble person. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Queen Catherine Parr to King Henry the Eighth, 
A.D. 1544. 

[CiLAIS OOSBBSPONDENCEy BUNDLE lY. NO. 415. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

OriginaWl 

Pleaseth it your majesty to be advertised, this 
afternoon were brought unto me letters from your 
majesty's lieutenant of the north, declaring the appre- 
hension of a Scottish ship by certain fishermen of Rye, 
and in the same certain Frenchmen and Scots, being 
sent with divers letters and credence towards the 
French king and others in France. And because I 
thought this taking of them, with the interception of 
the said letters, to be of much importance for the 
advancement of your majesty's affairs, ordained (I 
doubt not) of God, as well to the intent your high- 
ness might thereby certainly understand the crafty 
dealing and juggling of that nation, as also mete with 
the same after such sort as to your high wisdom shall 
be thought most convenient ; I have presently sent 
such of the said letters as, upon the view of the same» 
appeared of most importance unto your majesty. 
There are a great number pf other letters to the 
French King and others, both from the dowager ^ and 
others, but they are either of the same effect that 
these be which I have sent unto your majesty, or 
general letters only for credence. My lords of your 
majesty's council have sent to have certain of the chief, 
both of the Scots and Frenchmen, sent up, upon whose 

* Mary of Guise. 
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examination your majesty shall be farther advertised 
with diligence. 

My lord prince and the rest of your majesty's 
children are all, thanks be to God, in very good health. 
And thus with my most humble commendations unto 
your majesty, I pray Almighty God have the same in 
his most blessed keeping. From your majesty's honour 
of Hampton Court, the last day of July, the 36di 
year of your majesty's most noble reign. 
Your grace's most humble 

loving wife and servant, 

Kathbrinb the Qubbn, K.P. 

To the King's most 
Excellent Majesty, 



LETTER LXXXI. 

Queen Catherine Parr to King Henry the Eighth. 
A.D. 1544j. 

t CALAIS GOBBaSFONDSNCE, BUNDLE Y. MO. 425 B. 8TA.TS PAPER (mWlQU 

OriginaLl 

Pleaseth it your majesty to be advertised, albeit I 
had at this present none occurrents of importanoe to 
be signified unto your highness, your realm being, 
thanks be to Almighty Ood, in very good order and 
quiet ; yet forasmuch as Richard Higbam is at this 
time dispatched hence unto your majesty with a mm 
of 30,000/. ; I thought it my duty to advertise your 
majestyof the seodingof the same ; praying Almighty 
God to send your majesty continuance of health and 
most prosperous success in all your highness^ tnost 
noble enterprises. My lord prince and the rest of 
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your 'maje&fsfs children be m very good health. And 

thus, with my most humble commendations unto your 

mi^jeBtjy lipray Almighty God have the same in his 

most blessed keeping. From yoqr majesty's honour 

of Hampton Court, the 25th of August, the 36th year 

of your majesty'^s most noble reign. 

Your majesty'*s most humble 

loving wife and servant, 

Kathebine the Queen, K.P. 

To the king's most 
Excellent Majesty. 



In' the State PaperOffieeare two other letters of Queen Catherine 
Parr, whilst regent in England ; the insertion of which in the present 
Tolnmes is waived, in deference to the wishes of the Commission for 
ike publication of State Papers, who intend to print them in their 
forthcoming yolume of Calais Correspondence. One of these is 
dated 'July 25 th, and addressed to the king. The queen informs him 
that the lords of her council had taken orders for sending over 
40,000/. to hun, and that they would hare 4000 men in readineas to 
send at an hour's notice. The oomdUidingpanigraph, which is entirely 
in the handwriting of Queen Catherine, is as follows, — ^^ I can do no 
less but advertise your majesty of the good diligence of your coun^* 
«eU(nn here, who taketh much pain in the setting forth of your 
highneas's affairs, according^^to their most bound duties, not doubting 
but all things shall be accomplished to your grace's will and 
pleasidrie."^ 

The Meond letter, dated /Aognst 6th, is addressed to the council 
with .the king, informing them .that the lords of her council have 
taken orders for sending over 2000 shovels, if they could get so 
many, and for transportmg lead to Calais, &o.^ 

:&nongat the Cottonian MSS.« Is an original letter from :Henry 
YIII. to Catherine Parr, dated <<Before Boulogne, September 8t^ 
1544." It contains a Tcply^ to a request from Ihe queen to be per- 

, ft Calais Ooarrespondfenoe, .bundle iv. act. 411 ▲. 
* Ibid, bundle v. art. 420 a. 
*CaUguUE. iv.fol.55. 
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mitted to have the attendance of certain persons in her chamber^ ia 
lien of others who were suffering from indi^osition. The king says 
he will leave it to her own choice ; for though he ^d not think them 
meet to be formally admitted into her service, yet she might tak» 
them into her chamber to pass the time with her at play, or acoom^ 
pany her in her recreations during his absence. The latter part of 
this letter is printed by Miss Strickland.* 



LETTER tXXXII. 

Princess Elizabeth to Queen Catherine Parr. 
A.D. 1544. 

[cotton hs., otho., c. X. FOL. 231. Holograph, Italian, burnt, 

SUPPLIED FAOH SMITH MS. NO. 68, POL. 49. BODLELiLN LIBRA&T.] 

%* This epistle, which is in elegant Italian, was written to Queen 
Catherine Parr, as regent, in 1544, during the absence of Heniy 
YIII. The cause of the long absence of the princess from the court 
of her step-mother, of which she complains, has not transpired. 



Inimical fortune, envious of all good and ever 
revolving human aflPairB, has deprived me for a whole 
year of your most illustrious presence, and, not thus 
content, has yet again robbed me of the same good ; 
which thing would be intolerable to me, did I not 
hope to enjoy it very soon. And in this my exile, 
I well know that the clemency of your highness has 
had as much care and solicitude for my health as the 
king's majesty himself* By which thing I am not 
only bound to serve you, but also to revere you with 
filial love^ since I understand that your most illus* 
trious highness has not forgotten me every time you 
have written to the king's majesty, which, indeed, it 
* (Queens of England, vol. v. p. 51. 
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was my duty to have requested from you. For here- 
tofore I have not dared to write to him. Wherefore 
I now humbly pray your most excellent highness, 
that^ when you write to his majesty, you will conde- 
scend to recommend me to him, praying ever for his 
sweet benediction, and similarly entreating our Lord 
God to send him best success, and the obtaining of 
victory over his enemies, so that your highness and 
I may, as soon as possible, rejoice together with him 
on his happy return. No less pray I God, that he 
would preserve your most illustrious highness ; to . 
whose grace, humbly kissing your hands, I offer and 
recommend myself. 
From St. James^ this Slst of July. 

Your most obedient daughter, and most 
faithful servant, 

Elisabbth. 



LETTER LXXXIIL 

Princess Elizabeth to Queen Catherine Parr. 
A.D. 1544. 

[SMITH MS. VO. 68, FOL. 51. BODLBIAN LIDRABT.] 

To our most noble and virtuous queen * Catherine, 
Elisabeth, her humble daughter, wisheth per- 
petual felicity and everlasting joy. 
Not only knowing the effectuous will and fervent 
zeal, the which your highness hath towards all godly 
learning, as also my duty towards you, most gracious 
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and sovereign princess ; but knowing also, that pasil- 
lanimity and idleness are most repugnant unto a 
reasonable creature, and that (as the philosopher 
sayeth) even as an instrument of iron or of other 
metal waxeth soon rusty, xmless it be continually 
occupied ; even so shall the wit of a mam or a woman 
wax dull and unapt to do or understand any thing 
perfectly, unless it be always occupied upon some 
manner of study. Which things considered, hath 
moved so small a portion as God hath lent me, to 
prove what I could do. And^ therefore, liave I (as 
for essay or beginning, following the right notaUe 
saying of the proverb aforesaid) translated 'this little 
book out of French rhyme into English prose, join- 
ing the sentences together, as well as the capacity 
of my simple wit and small learning could extend 
themselves. 

The which book is entitled or named, " The Mir- 
ror, or Glass, of the Sinful Soul," wherein is con- 
tained, how she (beholding and contemplating what 
. she is), doth perceive how, of herself and her own 
strength, she can do nothing that good is^ or pre- 
vaileth for her salvation, ui^ess it be through the 
grace of God, whose mother, daughter, sister, and 
wife, by the Scriptures, she proveth herself to be. 
Trusting also that, through his incomprehensible 
love, grace, and mercy, she (being called from sin to 
repentance), doth faithfully hope to be saved. And 
although I know that, as for my part which I have 
Wrought in it (as well spiritual as manual), there is 
nothing done as it should be, nor else worthy to 
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come in your grace^s hands, but rather all unperfect 
and uncorrect ; yet do I trust also that, howbeit it 
is like a work whioh is but new begun and shapen, 
that the file of your excellent wit and godly learn- 
ing, in the reading of it (if so it vouchsafe your 
faigfaneas to do), shall rub out, polish, and mend (or 
else cause to mend), the words (or rather the order 
of my writing), the which I know, in many places, 
to be rude, and nothing done as it should be. But 
I hope- that, after to have been in your grace's 
hands, there shall be nothing in it worthy of repre- 
hension, and that in the mean while no other (but 
your highness only), shall read it or see it, lest my 
faults be known of many. Then shall they be better 
excused (as my confidence is in your grace's accus- 
tomed benevolence), than if I should bestow a whole 
year in writing or inventing ways for to excuse them* 

Praying God Almighty, the Maker and Creator of 
all things, to grant unto your highness the same 
New Year's day, a lucky and a prosperous year, 
with prosperous issue, and continuance of many years 
in good health and continual joy, and all to bis 
honour, praise, and glory. 

Prom>Ashridge, the last day of the year of our 
Lord God, 1544. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
Queen Catherine Parr to Princess Mary. a.d. 1544, 

[COTION MS. YBSPASIAN, F. III. AST. 35, FOL. 29. JLo/tll.] * 

*«* The translation of the paraphrase of '* Erasmus on the 6oq»ek 
of St. John" into English, by the Catholic Queen Mary, forms one 
of those anomalies which would scarcely be credited, did it not rest 
on undoubted authority. The following is an extract from the pre- 
face, by Udal, in whose name the translation was at length given to 
the world, dedicated to Queen Catherine Parr :*- 

" And in this behalf like as to your highness, most noble Queen 
Catherine, for causing these paraphrases of the most famous derk, 
and most godly writer, Erasmus of Rotterdam, to be translated into- 
our vulgar language, England can never be able to render thanks 
sufficient ; so may it never be able, as her deserts require, enough to 
praise and magnify the most noble, the most virtuous, the most 
witty, and the most studious Lady Mary's grace, daughter of the 
late most puissant and victorious King Henry the Eighth, &c. ; it 
may never be able, I say, enough to praise and magnify her grace for 
taking such great study, pain, and travail, in translating this part- 
phrase of the said Erasmus upon the Grospel of John, at your high- 
ness' special contemplation, as a number of right well-leamed men 
both would have made courtesy at, and also would^ have brought to 
worse frame in the doing." 

Francis Mallet, to whom the princess was indebted for aid in her 
work, was promoted by her, when queen, to the deanery of Lincoln^ 
and her death alone prevented his elevation to the see of Salisbajy. 



Although, most noble and dearest lady, there are 

many reasons that easily induce my writing to you 

at this time, yet nothing so greatly moves me thereto 

as my concern for your health; which, as I hope 

it is very good, so am I ^'eatly desirous to be 

assured thereof. 

• There is another copy of this letter in Smith MS. 68, foL 58, 
Bodleian Library, Oxford* 
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Wherefore, I despatch to you this messenger, 
who will be (I judge) most acceptable to you, not 
only from his skill in music, in which you, I am well 
aware, take as much delight as myself, but also 
because, having long sojourned with me, he can give 
the most certain information of my whole estate and 
health. And, in truth, I have had it in mind before 
this to have made a journey to you and salute you 
in person ; but all things do not correspond with my 
will. Now, however, I hope this winter, and that 
ere long, that, being nearer, we shall meet ; than 
which, I assure you, nothing can be to me more 
agreeable, and more to my heart's desire. 

Now since, as I have heard, the finishing touch 
(as far as translation is concerned) is given by Mal- 
let to Erasmuses work upon John, and nought 
now remains but that proper care and vigilance 
should be taken in revising, I entreat you to send 
over to me this very excellent and useful work, now 
amended by Mallet, or some of your people, that 
it may be committed to the press in due time ; and 
farther, to signify whether you wish it to go forth 
to the world (most auspiciously) under your name, or 
as the production of an unknown writer. To which 
work you will, in my opinion, do a real injury, if you 
refuse to let it go down to posterity under the aus- 
pices of your own name, since you have undertaken 
so much labour in accurately translating it for the 
great good of the public, and would have undertaken 
still greater (as is well known) if the health of your 
body had permitted. 
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And, since all the world knows that you have 
toiled and laboured much in this business, I do not 
see why you should repudiate that praise which 
all men justly confer on you. However, I leave this 
whole matter to your discretion, and, whatever reso- 
lution you may adopt, that will meet my fullest 
approbation. 

For ihe purse, which you have sent me as a present, 
I return you great thanks. I pray God, the 
greatest and best of beings, that He deign to bless 
you uninterruptedly with true and unalloyed ihappi- 
ness. May you long fare well in him. 

From Hanworth, 20th of Septembw. 

Most devotedly and lovmgly yours, 

CATHSmNE THE Ql7SI»f, K.P. 



LETTER LXXXV. 



Catherine, Countess of Westmoreland, to the Earl of 
Shreiosbury. a.d. vers. 1544. 

[TALBOT PAPJBBS, VOL. B. FOL. 18. COLLEGE OF ABMS. CtrtgnmU^ 

*«* The Countess of Westmoreland was the second daaghter of 
Edward, Duke [of Buokingham, imd given in marriage to Ralph, 
Earl of Westmoreland, to compensate him for his disappointment, 
when her elder sister Elizaheth, to whom he had been preyiously 
plighted, was given in marriage to IliomaB, Earl of Surrey, after- 
wards 4th Duke of Norfolk. She had a large family of seven sons 
and nine daughters. She died on Tuesday, May 14th, 1555, and was 
buried the following Friday at St. Leonard's, Shoreditcfal* 

The residenoe of the countess at Colbrandspath exposed her to 

• Harleian MS. 897, fol. 80. 
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occasional perils, in the often disturbed state of the northern counties. 
Thomas Tempest, writing on one occasion to the Duke of Norfolk, 
detailing some disturbances that had arisen on account of the absence 
of the Bishop of Durham and Earl of Westmoreland, adds, — ^< My 
lady of Westmoreland, with such counsel as she^taketh to her, 
stayeth the country here for a time ; I assure your lordship, she 
ratiier playeth the part of a knight than of a lady, as your lordship 
shall well perceive at your coming hither."* 

She Sari of Shrewsbury, to vduom tiie present letter is addressed, 
was appointed lieutenant of the Nortii in the year 1544. 



After my most hearty recommendations unto your 
good lordfihip, this shall be to advertise the same 
that my servant, Ninian Meuvill, the bringer hereof, 
who is a gentleman, and is very desirous to serve the 
king^fl majesty on the borders fore anenst Scotland. 
Wherefore, my lord, I pray you that you would, at 
this mine instance and desire, admit him to be a 
captain upon the said borders. Trusting that he 
will so use himself therein^ or in any other business 
that it shall please your lordship to put him unto, if it 
be belonging a gentleman to do, that you shall be 
contented therewitli, or else I would be right loath to 
write thus in his fkvour. And Almighty God pre- 
serve your good lordship. From Brandspath, the 
25thday of April. 

Your loving cousin, 

Cathebine Westmoreland. 

To &e Bight HononrsUe and my very 
good lord, the King's Majesty's Lieu- 
tenant, be this given. 

•MiseeUaneousLetter^IstflenaByYolJiy.fol. 15.JStateFkiperOflfiee. 
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LETTER LXXXVI, 

Lady Eleanor CyDonel to King Henry VIII. 
A.D. 1545. 

[IRISH CORRESPONDENCE, VOL. TI. ART. 61. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Orf^tno/.] 

*«* Lady Eleanora O'Donel, or Fitz Gerald, as she was generalljr 
called/ was the daughter of Gerald Fitz Gerald, 9th Earl of Kildare, 
of whom mention has already been made. Irish-bom and Lrish- 
bred, she inherited the warmth and impetuosity of the natives of the 
Emerald Isle. She was twice married ; first to an Irish chieftain, 
called M^Charty Roagh, by whom she had a son; and again to 
Manus O'Donel, who, on the death of his father. Sir Hugh O'Donel, 
in 1537, was elected by the people of Tyrconnel to succeed him as 
chief of the O'Donel clan, and, according to custom, was inauga- 
rated on a stone near the church of Kilmacrenan.^ This nobleman 
long remained faithful to Henry VIII. during the Genddine rebel- 
lion,<: but his wife was too warmly interested in the fate of her 
kindred to act with equal prudence. Her present petition for pardon 
was inclosed in a letter from the Privy Council of Ireland to the 
Council of England, dated May 6th, 1545, in which the following 
mention occurs of Lady O'Donel.** '* It may also please your noble 
lordships, that the late Earl of Kildare's sister, M^Charty Reagh's 
mother, which, for displeasure of her brethren and family's just 
punishment, hath been taken to be a practiser and procurer <tf dis- 
contentions and wars here, having made oft suit unto ua for her 
pardon, at this present, upon our safe conduct, which we granted 
her in respect of the time, to allure her from any practice in the 
south parts, where great bruit is of the arrival of the Frenchmen, 

* In March 7th, 1551, she received a pension from Edward VI. of 
307. a-year for life, the patent of which was granted to her as the 
Lady Eleanora Fitzgerald. Patent iloU, 5 Edward VI. part. 2. 

^ Ware's History of Ireland, p. 98. 

^ Several letters from him to Henry are preserved in the 3rd volume 
of the Irish Correspondence, State Paper Office^ and one in the 4tb, 
art. 58. 

«* Irish Correspondence, vol vi. art. 62. 
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we shall beseech your most honourable good lordship that, aecord- 
ingly, considering she is but a woman, and yet we, having great 
regard to her parentage, would not condescend to 'pardon her here, 
to moYo the king's majesty for his most gracious pardon to her, 
whereby she may repose herself, and so be put out of fear, and 
thereby have occasion to relinquish her old fantasies." 

The solicited pardon was granted and sent over in the month of 
August the same year.* 

My most humble and lowly duty premised, it 
may please you, most dread sovereign lord, to be 
advertised that, where I acknowledge myself highly 
to have offended your princely magnificence, and, 
rather by ignorance than presumption, also committed 
the thing which stood not with the duty of mine alle- 
giance ; yet, considering your most kingly clemency, 
extended to all sorts, and such especially as with 
incorrupt heart submit themselves unto your accus- 
tomed mercy, I, your grace^s humble oratrice and 
subject, most lowly beseech your highness, in the 
honour of God, to remit my said offences; and, 
having respect to my present unfeigned repentance, 
to grant me, poor gentlewoman, your majesty's most 
gracious pardon and forgiveness ; which, for the 
better obtaining of the same, I have, these two years 
past, continually made diligent suit and request to 
your grace^s deputy and council here, to be peti- 
tioners to your majesty in my behalf ; yet, for that 
they have taken me to be an offendress, as I myself 
confess the same, and to have continued in the far 
parts of this your realm, amongst the M^Charties, 
they have refused to write unto your highness in my 

* Irish Correspondence, art. 72. 
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behalf, and yet, in hope both of your princely mercy, 
and my unfeigned reconciliation, bave granted me 
aafe-conduct to repair into your majesty's Englifih 
pale, and there to remain at place by them assigned, 
till your majesty's determinate pleasure be farther 
signified herein. It may, therefore, please your most 
kingly goodness, in granting this my humble suit, as 
well to consign my warrant, sent herewith, with your 
majesty!s most gracious hand, a0:to dgnify also your 
high pleasure unto your said deputy and council conr 
HBsmng the same; whereby I may not only stand in 
assurance of your most gracious pardon and j*emkBi0ii 
for mine offences^ but also freely resort wiibin tioB 
body of your said realm^ that thereby I might at 
least avoid the often suspect causeless conceived 
against me by ooniimial demorinff (dwelling) in the 
extreme confines of this your land. That knoweth 
Almighty God, who long preserve your most noWe 
grace in all ^honour and £elioity to reign. iFrom 
Malahide, >beade Dublin, the 4th of May. 

Your majesty^B moat humble subjeet, 
and beadswoman, 

JEiLBANOB FjTZ GbK^LD. 

To the -Sing's most Exeelkfnt Hajesty. 



LETTERS 

or 

ROYAL AND ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES 
OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



DURING THE REIGN OF EDWARD VI. 



LETTERS, ETC. 189 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

Elizabeth, Duchess of Norfolk^ to her brother, Lord 
Stafford. 

[cotton MS. TXTUS, B. 1, FOL. 162. Oftpfio/.] 

\* The postscript of the following letter, which is in the hand- 
writing of the duchess, baffles all attempts to decipher it satisfactorily, 
for when she does take pen in hand herself, it is after the strangest 
&8hion, and it would be difficult to find any writing, even of the 
period of Henry VIII., that so completely sets all rules of orthogra- 
phy and penmanship at defiance. The present attempt to detect her 
meaning in this postscript is probably a failure ; the original ortho- 
graphy is subjoined. 

It would seem that the character of the duchess was softened 
down towards the close of her life, since her brother consented to 
confide one of his daughters to her care. The last recorded notice 
of her is her presence, in October 1557, at the funeral of Mary, 
Countess of Sussex ; but, ever wayward and eccentric, she and her 
gentlewomen, who occupied the next place to the chief mourner, 
appeared in coloured habiliments^ instead of the usual garb of 
sorrow.* On her decease in 1558, her brother. Lord Stafiford, had 
the following epitaph engrayed on her tombstone in Howard Chapel, 
Lambeth. 

^ Good Duchess of Norfolk, the Lord have mercy upon thee, who 
died at Lambeth, the last of November. 

Farewell, good lady and sister dear. 

In earth we shall never meet here ; 

But yet, I trust, with God's grace. 

In heaven we shall deserve a place. 

Yet thy kindness shall never depart. 

During my life, out of my heart. 

Thou wast to me, both far and near, 

A mother, a sister, a friend most dear. 

And to all thy friends most sure and fast, 

When fortune had sounded his froward blast ; 

» MS. I. zvL fol. 266. Heralds' College. 
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And to the poor a very mother, 
More than was known to any other ; 
Which is thy treasure now at this day. 
And for thy soul they heartily pray. 
So shall I do, that here remain: 
God thxaoni preseryeLfrom pain.. - 

By tiiymostboonden Ixrother, 

Henbt. LoKir.SxASBOxn." 

The date of the letter is i^ioertain/except that it must be posterior 
to 1547, when Henry Stafford was restored to the title of Lord 
Stafford. It is evident, firom tiie present' letter, that he had several 
daughters, althongb Dugdale only Hamas Dofotiiy> wha?«fferwsrdB 
mamed Sir William Neville^, .of Ghevay. 

The only reqorded good deed of tke DuduwofTNoxfalkii^tint 
cAie was a lib^nd bene£aotveBSt of Bcoet's (now G^xpm Gbaaa^ 
College, Gambridgei.* 

Good brother of Stafford, 

I commend me mito you^ and would be very glad 
to hear of your health; and I pray you. that I may 
be heartily commended to my good Lady Stafford, 
and to shew her that her daughter Susan and yonr's 
is in good health and merry, and desires your bleorings. 
Nevertheless this be, good brother, if you send me 
any of your daughters, I pray you to send me my 
niece Dorothy, for I am well acquainted wittr her 
conditions already, and so I am not mth the otEars ; 
and she is youngest, too ;. and i£ she ha changed, 
therefore, she is better to break as concerning her 
youth. And thus I pray God to send you health 
and as much honour as I would myaeUl Written at 
Redbum, the 

By. your poor 

sister loving, 
E. Norfolk. 
* Strype's Life of Tarker, vol. I p. 28. 
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Brother, I pray you to send me my niece Dorothy^ 
because I know her conditions — she ehdl not lack as 
long as I live, an you would' be heard by me at (all), 
or dse I Uiink you be own kin to the false drab and 
cook ; an not been (had it not been) I had had her to 
my comfort.* 



LETTER LXXXVni. 

Prineem Elizabeth to I^ord Admiral Seymovtt. 
A*D. 1547, 

[lbti VITA Di ELiSABERA, VOL. I. P. 171. Italian,'} 

%* Leti, in wiitmg his Life of. Elizabeth, had evidently acceas to 
maiiy yalnable originai letters, some of idiich ^have now perished ; 
tatiastiiofe which renuun piOFe, on eomparison, to have been fidth- 
folly, though freely translated by him, there is no reason whatever 
to doubt the authenticity of the remainder, though the originals are 
not known to be in existence. The following letter- ooufimw tiie 
x^oEi-of our. histonans, that Jkad Seymour pnqpoMd manngBto 
Elizabeth immediately on her father's death, even before his hasty 
nunriage with the Queen Dowager Catherine Parr. 



My liDrd' admiral, 

Tho letter you have written to me is the most 
obliging, and at the same time the most eloquent in 
the world'. And as I do not feel mjselF competent 

* Postscript in the original orth0§raphy.^^Bxoidm- L pm yvm 
to ssand me my ness dorety by kass I kno har kon dessess 
-se sal not lake hass long bass I leffe and he wold be hord by me 
at hor haless I kyng he be hone kyne tha fifaless drab and kouk 
and nat ben I hade hadehar to my couffert.'' 

The word he is generally used instead of ye or you^ by the 
duchess* 
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to reply to so many courteous expressions, I shall 
content myself with unfolding to you, in few words, 
my real sentiments. I confess to you that your 
letter, all elegant as it is, has very much surprised 
me ; for, besides that neither my age nor my incli- 
nation allows me to think of marriage, I never could 
have believed that any one would have spoken to me 
of nuptials^ at a time when I ought to think of no« 
thing but sorrow for the death of my father. And to 
him I owe so much, that I must have two years at 
least to mourn for his loss. And how can I make up 
my mind to become a wife before I shall have en- 
joyed for some years my virgin state, and arrived at 
years of discretion ! 

Permit me, then, my lord admiral, to tell you 
frankly, that, as there is no one in the world who 
more esteems your merit than myself, or who sees 
you with more pleasure as a disinterested person, so 
would I preserve to myself the privilege of recog- 
nising you as such, without entering into that strict 
bond of matrimony, which often causes one to forget 
the possession of true merit. Let your highness be 
well persuaded that, though I decline the happiness 
of becoming your wife, I shall never cease to interest 
myself in all that can crown your merit with glory, 
and shall ever feel the greatest pleasure in being your 
servant^ and good friend, 

Elizabbth. 
27th February, 1547, 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Princess Elizabeth to Princess Mary, a.d. 1547. 

[leti tita di elisabetta, vol. I., p. 180. JtaLian,\ 

♦^^* The occasion of the following letter was the premature 
Htarriage of Catherine Parr with the Lord Admiral Seymour. 



Princess, and very dear sister, 

You are very right in saying, in your most ac- 
ceptable letters, which you have done me the honour 
of writing to me, that, our interests being common, 
the just grief we feel in seeing the ashes, or rather 
the scarcely cold body of the king, our father, 
fio shamefully dishonoured by the queen, our step- 
mother, ought to be common to us also. I cannot 
express to you, my dear princess, how much affliction 
I suffered when I was first informed of this marriage, 
and no other comfort can I find than that of the ne- 
cessity of submitting ourselves to the decrees of 
Heaven ; since neither you nor I, dearest sister, are 
in such a condition as to offer any obstacle thereto, 
without running heavy risk of making our own lot 
much worse than it is; at least, so I think. We 
have to deal with too powerful a party, who have got 
all authority into their hands, while we, deprived of 
power, cut a very poor figure at court. I think, then, 
that the best course we can take is that of dissimu- 
lation, that the mortification may fall upon those who 
commit the fault. For we may rest assured that 
the memory of the king, our father, being so glo- 
rious in itself, cannot be subject to those stains which 

VOL. III. K 
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can only defile the persons who have wrought them. 
Let us console ourselves by making the best of what 
we cannot remedy. If our silence do us no honour, 
at least it will not draw down upon us such disasters 
as our lamentations might induce. 

These are my sentiments, which the little reason 
I have dictates, and which guides my respectful reply 
to your agreeable letter.^ With regard to the return- 
ing of visits, I do not see that you, who are the elder, 
are obliged to this ; but the position in which I stand 
obliges me to take other measures ; the queen having 
shown me so great affection, and done me so many 
kind offices, that I must use much tact in manoeuvring 
with her, for fear of appearing ungrateful for her 
benefits. I shall not, however, be in any hurry to 
visit her, lest I should be charged with approving 
what I ought to censure. 

However, I shall always pay much deference to 
your instructions and commands, in all which you 
shall think convenient or serviceable to you, as being 
your highness's &c. &c. 



LETTER XC. 

Lady Hume to Protector Somerset a.d. 1547. 

[SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENCE, VOL. IV/aRT. 118. STATE PAPER OFFICL 

Holograph,^ 

\* Marion, Lady Hume, was tlie daughter and co-heir of F^triel, 
Lord Haliburton, and the wife of George, aeeond Lord Home, a 
nobleman of great abilities and bravery, which were particnlaElx 
displayed in his resistance to the attempts of the English against 
Scotland. The patriotism of his wife was, howeyer, of a less deei* 
sire character, as i^pean from the following letter, fay wtaek il 
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k eyidettt tkat ik» Duke of Somcirset, i4» bis invAsion of Soot- 
land in 1547| had successfully tampered with her and induced her to 
surrender her husband's castle of Hume. Her only son Alexander, 
iriiom die mentioiis, eaoceeded his father as third Lord Hume. 



My lord, 

After all Uwful commendation of service unto your 
good grace. Pleaseth your grace to be certified I 
have been very sore examined for the rendering of 
the place of Hume, and that my son and I had taken 
money for it, with many other unlawful sayings, which 
were too long to recount to your grace. I answered, 
an (any) man would put reproach to my son and me, 
we would make it to be defended honourably. It 
was said, I sold for thanks, and all my posterity. I 
answered, I marvelled why they thought I could cause 
keep the sober bawnking* of Hume from so puissant 
an army, when all the noble men of the realm could 
not keep the fields. They might see your grace''s 
audacity and prudence was as great to come to your 
effect as was the puissant power your grace had in 
guarding. I bad them beware yet, and either debate 
stoutlier nor they had done, or then to do the thing 
they thou^t reason of before, and not to suffer the 
realm to go utterly to ruin. I aaid more nor I may 
write at this time. 

I beseech your grace to shew you a loving prince 
to my son, and to r^nember your grace promised me 
he should return home hastily with pleasure. I give 
oonfidenoe to your grace''s faithful promise, for to 
my appearance <3iere seems all truth in your grace, 

* Probably a diminutive of bawn,tk sort of fortification. 



196 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

whereof I have good assurance. There is part of 
men that should be friends said many reproaches of 
my son and me, and said, had I suffered till they had 
spoken with your grace, they had dealt that the 
place had been kept still, and the country in another 
manner nor it was. Your grace knows your own 
mind what you would have done to them. Also, they 
say they have given a prerogative above my sotfs 
assurance, which I will not believe, but your grace 
will do best to us of any other. For your grace shall 
find nothing with us but truth, and that it will like 
your grace to desire my son with no unconvenient ; 
but when your grace comes to your desire, either by 
treaty or by force, your grace shall find (him) more 
trusty nor they that has promised more. And would 
it like your grace to let my son have the place of 
Hume in keeping till he may daunt part of these men 
that has shewn them unfriends at this time,, it shall 
alway be rendered to your grace with a private 
writing, whomto you list command it be given to. 
Ere we fail to your grace, sooner shall we be dead, my 
son's hand being taken bond, not nor the lords would 
not condescend. Since we get displeasure for your 
sake, I believe your grace will be thankful unto us. 

I believe the queen's grace and the governor has 
sent to all quarters they trow will do for them for 
support ; and if they get Hume we will not get it 
again, for that he has made his promise on. Do afi 
your grace thinks expedient to us. Will your grace 
do as I write, you shall not rue it. I shall find 
moans that pleasures shall be done to your grace. 
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The last writing I got of your grace, I dare not let 
ray lord my husband see it, because it specified the 
rendering of Hume and the pledges given. Will it 
like your grace to make me another, specifying we 
shall but live on our o>vn, and molest neither English 
nor Scots ; and if that any (in) Scotland rises to 
pass with them, thus we shall draw my lord to our 
effect when he sees this so reasonable ; and part of 
men alleges they have given their assurance in this 
manner. I beseech your grace, be not miscontent 
with me for my desire, for of verity my mind is good, 
as farther your grace shall ken afterward. Your 
grace'*s answer humbly I beseech. And the Eternal 
God preserve your grace as your noble heart desires. 
Written of the town of Edinburgh, the 2nd of 
November. 

By your grace''s servitor lawful, 

Marion Home. 
To my Lord Protector's Grace. 



LETTER XCI. 
Lady Jane Grey to Lord Admiral Seymour, a.d. 1548. 

[DOMKSTIC RECOBDS, temp. EDW. YI. KO. 81. STATE PIPEA OFFICE. 

Holograph.'l 

%* There are few characters in English history fraught with an 
interest so powerful as that of the Lady Jane Grey. The exquisite 
womanliness *and purity of her mind, the refined vigour of her 
intellect, her profound learning and deep piety, combine to throw a 
charm around her, rendered doubly strong by her untimely fate. 

The present letter has escaped the notice of all the biographers of 
Lady Jane. It was written when she was a child only 11 years 
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old, and is entirely in her own band. The penmaoahip is remark- 
ably beautiful, as will be se«i by the fac-simile prefixed to this 
Yolume. The Marquis of Dorset, afterwards Duke of Suffolk, Lady 
Jane's father, had Sold the wardship of her to Sir Thomas Seymour, 
Lord Admiral of England, brother of the protector Somerset, and 
husband of the queen dowager Catherine Parr f and she, of course, 
became a member of his household. It is to her guardian that the 
letter is written. 



My duty to your lordship in most humble wise 
remembered, with no less thanks for the gentle letters 
which I received from you. 

Thinking myself so much bound to your lordship for 
your great goodness towai'ds me from time to time, 
that I cannot by any means be able to recompense the 
least part thereof, I purposed to write a few rude 
lines unto your lordship, rather as a token to show 
how much worthier I think your lordship's goodness, 
than to give worthy thanks for the same ; and these, 
my letters, shall be to testify unto you that, like as 
you have become towards me a loving and kind father, 
so I shall be always most ready to obey your godly 
monitions and good instructions, as becometh one 
upon whom you have heaped so many benefits. And 
thus, fearing lest I should trouble your lordship too 
much, I most humbly take my leave of your good 
lordship. 

Your humble servant, during my life, 

Jane Gray. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singular good lord, the Lord Ad- 
miral, giye these. Endorsed, 

« MyLady Jane, 1st Oetober, 1548.* 

* Sir Harris NicoUuB, Memoirs of Lady Jane Grey, p. sir. 
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LETTER XCIII. 

Ladies Margaret and Jane Seymour toKing Edward VL 
vers. 1548. 

[howabd lbttebs, p. 276. From the original La/tn.] 

««* The learned ladies who penned the following letter were the 
daughters of the celebrated Protector Somerset It was one of his 
favonrite schemes of ambition to marry the elder of them, Jane, 
to the yomig king Edward YI., and for this purpose he pro- 
moted familiar intercourse between the cousins, and educated his 
daughters in a manner consistent with the tastes of the learned young 
kmg. This is proved by theu* corresponding with him in Latin. 
They, with another of their sisters, were also the authors of some 
Terses on the death of Queen Margaret de "Valois, which gained 
them considerable literary celebrity. 

At the time of the disgrace of their father, they were residing at 
Sion House, and on their mother's being taken prisoner, were sub- 
jected to a severe examination, along with their maid, Agnes Cheney, 
before Sir John Gates, the Vice Chamberlain, and Sir Philip Hoby, 
in reference to the jewels of the duchess, of which they had been 
tricked by their domestics." They sank afterwards into comparatlye 
obscurity, and both died unmarried, Jane having occupied for some 
time the post of maid of honour to Queen Elizabeth. 



It cannot be expressed, O ! king most serene, with 
what hope and joy that literary gift which we have 
received from your highness has overflowed our spirit, 
and V. hat a sharp spur we find it to be, in order to 
embrace those things and to cleave with all labour and 
sedulousness to those studies wherein we know your 
highness to take so much delight, and to be so deeply 
learned ; wherein we also, whom your serene highness 
wishes to see best instructed, hope to make some 
iidvancement. And these present tokens of your 
« Fnigmenta regalia Addit. HIS. 5498, fol. 26, date, 16th Nov. 1551. 
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singular good-will, which no power of words can do 
justice to, show plainly how many thanks are due from 
us, more than many others to your majesty ; should 
we attempt any act or expression of thanks, your 
deserts, always proceeding more and more in perpe- 
tual vicissitude, would not only seem to press upon 
us but would certainly oppress us : especially as we 
have nothing, nay, we ourselves are nothing, which we 
do not justly owe to your highness. Wherefore, while 
forced to fly to your clemency, we yet doubt not that 
a prince of such heavenly kindness, who has loaded us 
with so many and so great benefits, will also add this 
one, that he will not think that those things are 
bestowed upon ungrateful persons, which belong to a 
grateful spirit. Whereof these letters, which are wont 
to be substitutes for the absent, will be but a faint 
proof; while we pray for all happiness to your high- 
ness, with a long continuance thereof. 

The most devoted servants to your majesty, 

Margaret Seymour, 
Jane Seymour. 



LETTER XCIII. 

Princess Mary to Sir William Paget^ ComptrolUr. 
a.d. vers. 1548. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 32. BODLEIAN LIBRARY.] 

Good Mr. Comptroller, 

For so much as my lord protector, and other of the 
council, promised me heretofore two knights' rooms in 
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Windsor ; the one to take place presently there, and 
the other at the next avoidance, I shall most heartily 
require you to help, that George Brygus, this bearer's 
husband, may be now placed there, and to have the 
fee thereof accordingly. In doing whereof, you shall 
do unto me much pleasure, which, with your other 
gentleness showed to me in times past, I trust to thank 
you for at our next meeting. 

And thus, for lack of leisure at this present, I will 
bid you farewell with my hearty commendations both 
to yourself and your good wife. 

Scribbled at Beaulieu, the 17th of October. 
Your assured friend to my power, 

Mary* 



LETTER XCIV. 

Mary, Duchess of Richmond, to Secretary Smiths 
A.D. 1548. 

[domestic BECOBDS, temp. EDW. YI. art. 42. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

%* The character of Mary, Duchess of Richmond, has heen 
greatly reflected upon for the unnatural part she is supposed to 
have taken in the accusation of her father and brother, the Duke 
of Norfolk and Earl of Surrey. The following account, however, 
given by the commissioners who were sent to take possession of 
the Duke of Norfolk's house on his attainder, shows the poignant 
emotions of sorrow which his misfortunes caused her. The com- 
missioners state,* that on their arrival, Tuesday, December 11th, 
1546, at Keninghall, << we did declare our desire to speak with the 
Duchess of Richmond and Elizabeth Holland,^ both which we 
found at that time newly risen and not ready. Nevertheless, having 

• Domestic Records, temp. Hen. VIII. No. 834. State Paper Oflace. 
^ The Bess Holland of the Duchess of Norfolk's letter. 

K 2 
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knowledge that we would speak wHh them, they came «iito ns 
without delay into the dining chamber, and so we imparted unto 
Uiem the case and condition wherein the said duke and his son, 
without your great mercy, did stand, wherewith as we found the 
duchess a woman sore perplexed, trembling, and like to fall down, 
so coming unto herself again, she was not, we assure your ma- 
jesty, forgetful of her duty, and did most humbly and reyerently 
upon her knees humble herself in all unto your h^hness, saying 
that although nature constrained her sore to love her father, whom 
she hath ever thought to be a true and faithful subject, and also 
to desire the well-domg of his son, her natural brcf&er, wbovn she 
Boteth to be a rash man, yet, lor her part, she would nor will 
hide or conceal any thing from your majesty's knowledge, spedally 
if it be of weight, or Otherwise, as it shall fall in her remem- 
brance, which she hath promised, for the better deelaratkm of her 
integrity to exhibit in writing unto your highness's most ho&ouxable 
council." The commissioners then state, that they searched the 
chambers and coffers of the duchess, but found no papers of con- 
sequence, and her chambers were, they report, ^so bare as your 
majesty will hardly think ; her jewels, such as she had sold or 
laid to gage, to pay her debts, as she, her maidens, and the almoner 
do say.'' In Elizabeth Holland's chamber were found more trin- 
kets, girdles, beads, buttons, rings, &c. but still no papers. The 
Duchess of Richmond and Elizabeth Holland set off that day or the 
next for London. The Countess of Surrey is named as being at 
KeninghaU with her children and nursery women, and is daily 
expecting her confinement ; the king's will is consulted as to whether 
she is to remain there or the household to be entirely broken up. 

With reference to her brother, the duchess must either be accused 
• of grievous misrepresentation, or the character of the accomplished 
poet, Surrey, will receive a stain, of which it is hard to believe it 
^capable. In the depositions of Edward Rogers, taken upon the 
trial of Surrey,)^ it was stated, that when the Admiral of France was 
over, Lady Richmond had discovered unto Sir Gavin Carew a 
strange practice of her brother, by which she was to be sent for to 
court under pretext of marriage with Sir Thomas Seymour, and 
neither to grant nor deny the marriage, but so to comport hentif 
that the king might send for her again, so that in time the king 
might possibly be as much attached to her as the French king WM 
to Madame D'Etampes. 

» Domestic Records, temp. Hen. VIII. No. 8d0. Stftte Plaper 

Office. 
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In another deposition on the same subjeoty the deponent says, 
that the reply of the duchess to these suggestions was, that she 
would out her own throat rather than consent to such a villany.' 

We have now, howerer, to regard the character of the dueheas at 
a later period, and in a more favourable light, as the earnest sup- 
porter of the principles of the reformed faith, in behalf of whose 
ministers the following letters were written. 

With my very heaxty oommendations : these shall 
be to crave of you that at my instanoe you will ccmtent 
yourself to be a mean to my lord's graoe,^ for these 
three licenses which the bearer hereof, my servant^ 
lahall deliver to you. My suit and theirs is to have 
them, as these said writings make mention, given by 
the king's majesty and my lord's grace, in that thereby 
these poor men's preachings shall be of more authority 
among the people ; whom, if I were not assured to 
be both honest and godly preachers, I would never 
(have) attempted this for them. And yet this I must 
«ay, that my hap has been ill, for true it is licenses 
have been given to many, neither so humble, learned, 
nor so able to teach the Lord's word truly and purely. 
But now, good Mr. Secretary, I eftsoons crave of you 
that inasmuch my lord's grace is content to grant these 
said licenses, in case you will declare that you esteem 
them worthy thereof, that I may find so much favour 
at your hands, as upon my report of them and for my 
Gdke you will help them to their suit. Also Hunting- 
don and some is already licensed by my lord of 
Canterbury, and the third who was Dr. King of 
Norwich. 

> Domestio Ilecords, temp. Hen. VIU. Na B56. State Paper 
OflBce. 
/ ^ 'l^potector Sonmnet. 
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I pray you for easing you of travail in reading my 
evil hand, and also me in writing, to be content to 
give credit to the bearer hereof what he shall say to 
you in the behalf of this and the other two poor men; 
and, to conclude withal, I give to you my very hearty 
thanks for your good favour shewed to my cousin Sir 
William Farmer, for such lands as by your gentle 
means he hath obtained the purchase of ; wherein, if 
a power were to my good will, most willingly I would 
requite the same, not by letter. So requiring that 
the contents of these my letters may have so good 
success as I may be farther occasioned to render my 
hearty thanks to you; and so the living God have yon 
ever in his tuition. From Stepney, the 4th of May. 
Your assured loving friend, 

Mary Richmond. 

o her loving friend, ■ 
Master Secretary 
Smith. 



LETTER XCV. 

Mary^ Duchess of Richmond, to Secretary Smith. 
A.D. 1548. 

[domestic BECOBDS, temp. £DW. YI. no. 43. STATE PAPER OFVICI. 

Holograph."] 

Master Secretary, 

With my hearty commendationi^ this shall be to 
require you to withdraw your evil opinion conceived 
against Huntingdon, inasmuch as I am assured he is 
not only of a godly conversation, but also with learning 
and eloquence able to edify his auditory, yea and of 



. ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 205 

such sort as I dare take upon me to answer that 

nothing shall pass from him contrary to the king'^s 

majesty's proceedings ; and, in consideration of these 

things before written, it seems to me that it were 

great pity he might not, with the king^s majesty^s 

and. my . lord's grace's authority, preach as well 

as others. And, like as I craved of you these said 

licenses for him, so do I trust you will have in your 

remembrances doctor King of Norwich, and soon. 

For the which two I dare take upon me to answer to 

like sort, that they are honest godly men ; and so I 

eftsoons crave of you so to solicit this my suit to my 

lord's grace, as that I may have just cause to render 

to you my hearty thanks therefor, and they their 

prayers to the Lord to increase you in all godliness, 

wherein I desure him of his goodness to prosper you. 

From Stepney. 

Your assured loving friend, 

Mary Richmond. 
To her loving friend. 
Master Secretary ' 
Smith. 

LETTER XCVI. 

Elizabeth^ Countess of Kildare^ to her SoUy Gerald 
Fitzgerald, a.d. 1549. 

[HARLEIAN MS., NO. 352, FOL. 61 B.] 

*«* The young Fitzgerald had not quite completed his elerenth 
year when, on the execution of his half-brother, in 1536, he became 
sole heir to the then forfeited estates and honours of the earldom of 
Kildare. His childhood and youth present a series of romantic and 
extraordinary adventures. He was saved from the general destruc- 
tion that involved his family by the fidelity of his Irish nurse. She 
conveyed him secretly to his aunl^ the Lady Eleanora M'Charty, 
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who only aeoepted the offer of her seoond hnBhand^ O'Donel, lord o£ 
Tyrconnel, on condition that he would protect her yoong nephew. 
The English government were extremely anxious to gain possession 
of his person. ** And, also, it were good to prove," says Allen, the 
chancellor of Ireland, writing to Cromwell, *<if he (Lord Leonard 
Grey, then deputy of Ireland) could get this naughty boy, his nephew; 
for in my belief he and his sister of Kildare might do much in it t/ 
they would,** That is to say, the mother and uncle miffbt betfay tiie 
retreat of the noble boy, if they chose** 

Findmg that cupidity blinded the better feelings of^O'Donel, when 
Henry YIII. sent to offer large sums for the apprehension of Ihe 
young earl,^his aunt sent the boydoguised in an open botttinto 
Scotland, and thence to France. He travelled from country to coun- 
try, everywhere demanded by the English ambassador resident, for 
his name was still the watchword of the Irish rebels,*^ but always 
refused by the European governments ; and yet more^than once on 
the point of being betrayed by private treachery, till he reached 
Italy, where he was patronised by his maternal kinsman, Cardinal 
Reginald Pole, who gave him a suitable education. 

Meanwhile, the countess his mother was watching her opportunity 
to forward his interests at home. The present letter is taken £rom the 
volume of the Acts of the Privy Oouncil, in which it is inserted under 
the date of January 26th, 1548-9. The council addressedj[tfae sameday, 
a letter to Mr. Young, then official resident at Venice, thanking him 
for having a conference with young Fitz Gerald, whom, on account 
of his youth and penitence for his faults, the king is^willing to pardon, 
at the intercession of the Countess of Kildare and others, who bear 
him natural affection, requesting that he may return by Grennany 
into Flanders, where his pardon shall be sent<^ 

Young Fitz Gerald inherited all the manly beauty of his race, and 
on his return to England, when dancing at a masked ball at court, 
Mabel, daughter of Sir Anthony Browne, fell in love wiih him, and 

* Irish Correspondence, vol. iii. art. 89. State Paper Office, date 
May 12th, 1539. 

^ O'Donel had actually promised to yield him up at a given time 
and pUce, but failed. Sir W. Brabazon to Cromwell, May 26^ 
1539. Ibid. art. 92. 

^ Lord Grey and the Council of Ireland to Henry YIIX., 18th 
January 1540. Irish Correspondence, vol. iv. art 4. Xjord-depo^ 
St. Leger to Wriothesley, February 26th 1545. Ibid. toL i, 
art. 50. 

« Harldaa MS., 352, fol. 66 5. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. SO? 

Ihey were BMzried. On the 16th of March, 1551| a Privy Council 
mandate was isened that : — 

^ For the Lord Fitz Gerald^ where it was thought hoth for the king's 
hcmoiir and for the acKranoement of his highness' serrioe in Ireland, 
that it were well done he were restoored nnto part of his father's 
inheritance, to encourage him and his kin the better, and the more 
&ithfnUy to serve,*' it was referred to the Lord Cobham, upon his own 
judgment of the towardneaa of the young gentleman in service under 
him, there to assign nnto him there such part of his father's lands as 
he shall think convenient for him.* 

On the I3th of May, 1554, he was restored^by Queen Mary to 
the whole of his fathefs lands, as well as to the title of £ari of 
Kildare. 



Sod, 

I commeDd me, &c., letting you wit that, since your 
so long absence, being always desirous to hear of you, 
I have taken such care of you as never mother took 
greater for her child. God knoweth what sorrowful 
days I have led, and ever since, and yet do still, and 
by what means I have studied to devise some good 
means for your relief and comfort ; and, besides other 
assays, I have sundry times since our late sovereign 
lord's death been an humble suitor to my lord pro- 
tector, whose grace I find so good and merciful that 
I am well assured of your well doing if your toward- 
ness be answerable to his goodness. I have (seen) such 
great mercy and clemency showed to sundrypersons of 
divers estates, that it encouraged me to be the bolder 
B, suitor for you. And, albeit, I found my said lord 
protector's gr^ce always well affected towards you; 
yet now, of very late, upon such report as hath been 
made by an English gentleman in Italy of your 
humble submission and good demeanour, his grace 
> Harleian MS., 352, fol. 158. 
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hath given me so good words, as I account myself 
most assured of your well doing, if the fault shall not 
be in you yourself. Son, it cannot be excused but 
yours hath been the fault, and therefore to deserve 
grace it must proceed of yourself, which must be to 
make demonstration of humble submission to the 
king's majesty's mercy; whereof, if my said lord pro- 
tector's grace might understand any argument in you, 
I assure you to be received into the king's majesty s 
and his good favour, and such estate of living as shall 
be honourable for you. And therefore, good son, I 
pray you and charge you of my blessing that you fail 
not to follow my advice, shewing yourself repentant 
for your former proceedings, and desirous to be 
received to the king's majesty's most gracious favour, 
wherein, when I shall perceive your good conformity 
(as I most heartily pray you I may do with all possible 
speed), I doubt not to find the means to send you 
your pardon, and besides that to devise for such stay 
of living for you as shall not only be to your own 
honour and great comfort, but also to me an end of 
much care and sorrow, and one of the most joyful 
tidings that may come to me, as knoweth the Almighty 
God, who send you his grace and me shortly to see 
you. And yet again I pray you let me hear shortly 
from you ; if you shall not now conform yourself, I 
fear me I shall not hereafter be so able to help you 
as now I have been, but rather in suspicion for your 
case. From, &c. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

Margaret^ Countess of Lenox, to her Father, the Earl of 
Angus. A.D. 1549. 

[SCOTLAND COBBESPONDENCE, VOL. YII. ART. 98. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,^ 

•«* A letter from the Countess 'of Lenox, as Lady Margaret 
Douglass, is in a preceding portion of these volumes. In the year 
1542, Henry YII I. promised her hand in marriage to Matthew, Earl of 
Lenox, as a hribe to induce that powerful nohle to join the party which 
he was trying to form in Scothmd, to induce a marriage hetween 
Mary, the young queen of Scots, and his son, Prince Edward ; and 
it was so successful, that the earl is said to hare so completely set 
his mind upon the Lady Margaret, that he would be sure to keep true 
to the king's party.* In the spring of 1544, the arrangements for the 
marriage were made, one of which was, that Lenox was to be goremor 
of Scotland, and another, that lands to the value of 1,700 marks per 
annum should be settled upon him.*> The French party was, how- 
ever, very strong in Scotland, and of course violently opposed to 
the marriage with England, and of this party the fickle Earl of 
Angus, Lady Margaret's father, now formed one; and though they had 
been greatly weakened by the battle of Pinkey, fought in Sept 1547, 
ihey were still formidable. The present letter contains a reproachful 
invective against the Earl of Angus for his adherence to the French 
faction, which displays anything but a filial spirit in the writer ; and 
the manner in which Margaret arranges the distribution of her 
father's goods after his death is characterised by equal heartlessness, 
the less excusable since the earl had lost his sons, and Margaret was 
now his only child. But the weak character of the earl did not 
command respect, and Margaret had been little associated with her 
fiather. Of the dissensions^ between the father and daughter, an 
interesting record has been printed in one of the publications of the 
Maitland Club.<^ It details a conversation between Paterson, a 
servant of Lenox, who had come over to the castle of the earl of 
Angns, to fetch some hawks promised him by Angus. The earl, 

■ Sadler Papers/ vol. i. p. 314. 

^ Scotland ^Correspondence, vol. iii. art. 127, 129. Fcodera, 
vol. XV. p. 22. 

<: Illustrations of the Reiga of Queen Mary, p. 52, edited by 
Stevenson. 
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meeting him on the green before the castle, inqoired after Lord 
Lenox, and his daughter and their young son, Henry Damley, and 
whether he had been charged with any secret messages. Paterson 
answered in the negative ; on which the earl said, *< WeU, seeing he 
hath sent nothing else to me, I will break a little of my mind to 
thee, for I trust thee well enough, and hath giyen the servants of my 
lands charge to receive thee at all times. Thou shall declare my 
daughter is thing in the world that I love best, and my lord, her 
husband, and that young boy there, for my children are dead that 
thou saw. And if they be at home and well, then I am in comfort, 
and yet I am as strange to their doings and proceedings, and honr 
they intend to pass over the world, as any enemy they have ; nor I 
cannot see them, nor they me, which breaks my heart. Troweflt 
thou that I would see any man above,'^bat that man and that boy 
which is my blood ? And he hath been of a noble hoose, and I 
have seen him like a man, and, will he do my connael, I shall weir 
these old bones of mine but I shall make him a man yet. The 
world is very strange," continued the aged earl, ** I have seen naigr 
changes ; it hath been said, in old times, that an earl of Lenox aad 
Angus could have ruled something upon this side .Forth." He endi 
by an entreaty, that his daughter will come to Carlisle, that he may 
see^^her before he dies. In 1552, Margaret is recorded to have pftid 
a visit to her father at Tintallion Castle.' 



My lord, 

After my humble commendations and desiring of 

your blessing, this shall be to signify unto you the 

great unnaturalness which you shew me daily, being 

too long to rehearse in all points, but in some I will 

declare. Now, last of all, my lord, being near yon 

and so desirous to have spoken with you, yet y<m 

refused it, and would not ; wherein you shewed yoll^ 

self not to be so loving as you ought to be, or else to 

unstable that every body may turn you. For divene 

times you have said you would be glad to speak with 

your son^. My lord, remember he hath married 

" Northumberland to Cecil. Domestic Records, temp. Edw. TL 
No. 374 b. 

^ Matthew, Earl of Lenox. 
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your own daughter, and the best child to you that 
ever you had, if you call to remembrance your being 
here in England ; howbeit, your deeds sheweth the 
forgetfiilness thereof ; insomuch as you are so contrary 
to the king'^s maje^y*s a&irs that now is ; his father 
being so good and so liberal a prince to you, which 
ought never to be forgotten. 

But now, my lord, I hear say that you have 
professed never to agree with England, for so much 
as the most part of your friends are slain.^ But 
whom can you blame for that, but only your self- 
wills ? for if you would agree to this godly marriage,^ 
there needed not Christian blood to be shed. For 
God's sake remember yourself, now in your old age, 
and seek to have an honourable peace, which cannot 
be without this marriage. And what a memorial 
should that be to you for ever, if you could be an 
instrument for that. If I should write so long a 
letter as I could find matter with the wrong of your 
part, and the right of mine, it were too tedious for 
you to read. But, for as much as I purpose, God 
willing, to come to Carlisle shortly after Easter, I 
will keep it in store to tell you myself ; for I am sure 
you will not refuse coming to me, although my uncle 
Oeorge^ and the Lord of Drumlanrig speak against it, 
whom I know would be glad to see you in your grave, 
^although they flatter you to your face. My uncle 
George hath said, as divers Scotchmen have told me, 
that though you had sons he would be heir, and make 

« At Ow battle of Pink^. 

^ Between £dw. YI. and Queen Mary of Scotland. 

^ George Douglas. . 
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them all bastards ; but, my lord, if God send you no 
more sous, and I live after you, he shall have least 
part thereof, or else many a man shall smart for it. 

Thus, leaving to declare farther of my mind till I 
may speak with you myself, I commit you to the 
keeping of Almighty God, who send you long life 
with much honour. 

From the Kings's Majesty's castle of Wressil, the 
15th day of March. 

By your humble daughter, 

Margaret Lenox. 
Indorsed 

« 15 March, 1548. 
From Margaret Lenox to 
her father m Scotland/' 



LETTER XCVIIL 

Princess Mary to King Edward VL a.d. 1549. 

[hakleian MS., NO. 6986, fol. 25. Holograph.'} 

*«* On the accession of Edward YI. to the throne of Enghnd, 
the Pnncess Mary occupied, as well by birth as by the arrangements 
of her father's will, the position of heiress-presumptiye to the throne, 
and as such she was always treated. 

Amongst the Tanner MSS., in the Bodleian library,'^ is a curiooi 
original document entitled — '* The establishment and good ordinance 
made for the good rule of the household of the Right Honourable 
and most Excellent Princess the Lady Mary's Grace, sister unto tbe 
king^s majesty, at her place in Keninghall, the first day of Febmaiyi 
in the second year of the reign of our Soyereign Lord King Edward 
the Sixth." 

Amongst these ordinances it was arranged, that ^* Since all wisdom 

• No. 90, fol. 157. 
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and goodness proceed from the faithful service of God," every hoK- 
day the clerk of her closet is to ring the bell at places convenient to 
matins, mass, and evensong ; one of the chaplains to be ready to 
officiate for the household — every person to attend who has not a 
good excuse— all her counsellors are to be strictly just and impartial 
in all their dealings — ^her officers to have their wages told them 
beforehand, to enter her service by an oath of fidelity, and to give 
half-a-year's warning on leaving. Those allowed to have servants 
are to choose cleanly young men above eighteen years of age — always 
to be in attendance by seven a. m. in the summer, and eight in the 
wmter — ^none are to fight, brawl, or use chiding, to break doors or 
windows, to game with dice or otherwise, except during twelve days 
at Christmas : — a singular reguhttion, considering that Mary herself 
was a notorious gamester : — neither are they to swear or speak 
unfitting language. The separate department of each servant is 
marked out, as, for instance, that the presence-chamber 'is to [be 
kept dean and dressed by the grooms of the chambers, the fire mad 
by the groom-porter, &c. 

* In the same MS.* follow the ^ ordinances established and devised by 
the Lady Mary's grace, for the good laudable order and rule of her 
stable/' in which the ceremonies of her mounting and attendance on 
horseback, the care of her horses, cleaning of her saddles, &c., are 
detailed. 

The additional MS., 1419 B.,^ contains a long list of the goods 
delivered to her — hangings of tapestry, chairs, cushions, carpets, 
sparvers or bedsteads, counterpanes, fustians, sheets, pillow-covers, 
beds, pillows, traverses, &c. 

The following letter is named in the Harleian Catalogue as from 
the Princess Elizabeth to Edward YI. ; an odd mistake, since it is 
entirely in the hand-writing of Mary, which differed materially from 
that of her sister ; but the signature and a part of the subscription 
are unfortunately wanting. The subject too identifies it as the pro- 
duction of the Princess Mary. It evidently refers to a demand 
made by the Privy Council in 1549, for the delivering up of her 
comptroller, her chaplain, Englefield her servant, and others of 
her adherents, whom she was commanded to yield,'during the time 
that such strenuous efforts were made to induce her compliance in 
religious matters. 

In reference to this compliance Edward Y I. addressed to her the 
following letter : — 

*' Most [dear and enjtirely beloved sister, we greet you well, a[nd 

* Fol. 165. ^ Fol. 433, et eeq. 
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wberets] after long and smam debsting and conaideriiig of sundry 
grave aad learned prelates and other learned men in the Hoi j Scrip- 
tores, we have, by the adyioe of our dearest nnde, Edward Duke of 
Somerset, geremor of our person and protector of our realms, 
dominioins, and subjeets, and the rest of oar Privy Council, with one 
iaH and whole consent, both of our clergy in the several synods and 
convocations, and also of the noblemen and commons in the kte 
session of our parliament, established by authority of our said pariisr 
ment one godly and uniform order for common prayer, to be used in 
the church, as well at the celebration of the most blessed communion, 
as at the administration also of all other saeramentB, services, and 
ceremonies to be used in any part of this our reahn or other oar 
dominions, with charge of all our subjects to use the said order only, 
and none other in any their common and public prayers or adminis- 
tration of sacraments, upon such pains and penalties as in the sud 
statute more fully appeareth. Forasmuch as the premises have hem 
foreseen, considered, debated, and so forth, with one agreement of 
all the states of our realm, and by the authority of our said pariia^ 
ment as aforesaid, we have somewhat marvelled, and oannot but still 
marvel very much, what grounds or reasons have or do move you to 
mislike or refuse to follow and embrace that which, by all the leanwd 
men of our realm, hath been so set forth, and of all other onr hyfing 
subjects obediently received ; and knowing your good nature and 
affection towards us, we cannot think any other matter in this relosal 
than only a certain grudge [of con]sc[ienc]e for want of good udw- 
mation and conference with godly and well-learned men for remedy 
[thereof. And where] as we have heretofore appointed to be 
declared unto you that we were pleased [to send unto you audi] pre- 
lates or other learned men as we understand by your suit to be 
mos[t acceptable unto you, so] do we eftsoons signify the like bf 
these our letters." The remainder of the letter is too mmA ton te 
be legible : it contains expressions of brotiierly affection, bst still 
insists upon conformity in religion.* 

At the time when the preceding letter was written, negotialioii 
were on foot to marry Mary to the iofant Don Louis of Portugal. Sir 
Philip Hoby, who, with Lord Paget, was ambassador to the Emperor, 
and employed in the negotiation, gives the following accouBt ef its 
progress, in a letter to Protector Somerset, date, 24th June, 1541,^ 
in which he details an interview with Granella, the [impenal 
ambassador. 

Domestic Records, temp. Edward VI. No. 1-90. State Paper Office. 
»» Addit. MS. 5.935, fol. 121 b. 
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<< ' As coDcerningthe xnarriagV quoth I (Hoby), ^indeed it were^ as 
jon say, meet we came to some purtieukirities. And like as we have 
power to treat and oonclade herenpon, so before we enter to offer 
what we think meet to give with the Lady Mary, me seemeth it were 
good you declared unto us the state of the in£asxV And here, taking 
that I demanded his age, < Marry/ quoth he, < he is a man of 
forty years old or thereabouts.' <Nay, Mr. Granella,' quoth I 
* I require not to know his years, but rather what state he is of, 
and what dower he may be able to give unto the Lady Mary.' ^ In 
good faith,' quoth he, ' I am not able to ascertain you thereof; but 
as for his personage, good wit, and qualities, I assure you he ii a 
gentleman worthy to be matched to any great princess ; besides that 
he is brother to the King of Portugal, whereby he shall be able to 
shew friendship to the king's majesty, and stand the country to good 
stead ; like as also the good will that the emperor beareth to this 
gentleman, whom he esteemeth as his own son, cannot but be a fur- 
therance to the entertainment of the amity that we seek on both 
partS; assuring you that there is not in Christendom as meet a match 
as would be^ between those twain.' ' And I promise you/ quoth I, 
' that the Lady Mary is, as I suppose you know well enough, both in 
beauty virtues, and honest qualities, nothing inferior to the worthi- 
ness you report this gentleman to be of ; and on the other side, sh^ 
IS Barter to the King of England, and near kin unto the emperor, and 
one whom I guess his majesty favoureth as a daughter of his ; and 
therefore/ quoth I, ' seeing the personages are so meet to match 
together, and the emperor reputeth himself as a friend and father to 
them both, he must, in a manner, play both parts, and do as well for 
the marriage of the Lady Mary as of Don Louis, and, with an equal 
conmderation of their estates, order this thing as a matter of indiffer.* 
enoe for both sides, not measuring the demand of her dote after the 
estimation of his own power and estate, but after the quality of them 
for whom the matter is treated.' < What think ye meet, to bestow witib 
her/ quoth Granella, ' for I would be loath to come empty-handed,' 
^Duxth he, ' to the emperor, and therefore I pray you come to some 
particulars.' I said she had a goodly yearly revenue left her by the 
king's majesty deceased, which he making very light, I told him 
Hmt the kmg her father, at what tune he was of very great riches, 
married his two sisters, the one to the French king, with 200,000 
crowns, the other to the Scottish king, with 100,Q00 crowns. ' And 
I pray you/ quoth I, « what did the king of the Romans offer with his 
daughter to the king your master 1 ' * Yea/ quoth he, ' the king 
Fernando is but a poor prince, but the king your master beiog so 
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rich and puissant, cannot bat distribute liberally with his sister, and 
according to his honour, for her father did offer once with her to this 
same man, 40,000/. sterling.* * Yea, sir/ said I, 'my master is, as 
you know, and hath been a long while, in wars, and hath occasion to 
be at great charges and expense of money ; howbeit, in case the 
infant can assure this lady a convenable dower, we will not let to 
stress ourselves to twice as much as her father left her by his testa- 
ment, perad venture to 100,000 crowns. But first,' quoth I, 'ere 
we can proceed to any certain offer herein, we must be jointly ascer- 
tained of this gentleman's estate, and what ability he is of, to the end 
we may proceed thereafter, and not be forced to revoke anything we 
should offer, for dote and dower must go together arm-in-arm.' 
* Well,' quoth he, ' I will communicate as well this as the rest of 
our talk to the emperor, and procure his resolutions therein as 
shortly as may be.* " 

There are two other letters dated June 30th and July 12th, detail- 
ing other negotiations with the emperor, but the marriage is not 
again mentioned, and it fell through soon afterwards. 



My duty most humbly remembered to your majesty, 
it may please the same to be advertised that I have 
been often minded to have written to your highness 
before this time, which to do mine old diseased rheu- 
matic head would by no means suffer me, nor pre- 
sently scarce will ; the want of which health, as it 
hath hitherto made me not able to write unto your 
majesty, so the occasion of my said sickness hath and 
doth, to my great grief, chiefly stay me waiting upon 
your highness, as both duty and nature doth constrain 
and move me ; most humbly beseeching your majesty 
not only to pardon me for that I do not wait upon 
the same at this present accordingly, but also to 
accept this mine imfeigned excuse ; for God I take to 
record, there can be no greater comfort to me in this 
world than to see your majesty, which I will not fail 
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to do, God willing, when I convenienly may, according 
to my bounden duty. 

And since I have been thus bold to trouble your 
majesty with these rude letters, I would (the same 
being not offended) in most humble wise beseech you 
to give me leave to be a suitor unto your highness 
for my poor servants, that it may stand with your 
pleasure at this my most humble suit, to grant them 
liberty to serve me as they have done, which I humbly 
crave, even for very necessity's sake, feeling such 
want of their service in the matter of my poor house, 
that the same hath and doth not a little trouble 
me. And, although I have not before this time 
(according to my bounden duty) written unto your 
majesty for the liberty of my said servants, I shall 
most humbly beseech your highness to impute the 
only cause and impediment thereof to be the want 
and lack of health. Your majesty's favour and 
goodness shewed to me in this my humble suit shall 
not only much quiet me and discharge me of the care 
(of) house matters, but also enforce me, as one most 
bounden, to pray for the prosperous preservation 
of your most royal estate, long in virtue and honour 
to continue. From my poor house of Hunsdon, 4th 
of April. 

Your majesty's most ♦ ♦ * 

To the King's most Excellent 
Majesty. 



During the whole of this reign Mary's servants were exposed to 
tremble, beinj; frequently accused as the promoters of sedition and 
VOL. III. L 
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distnrlMiiee.' But ber brother hbnadf frequently profeeeted tbem, 
as i^ypears from a letter written to her by the Bnke of Northmnber- 
Und, in answer to a request she had sent to faim, iStaoo^ Im 
dnebees, to intsroede on tiie behalf of Steyn, her officer. After 
expressions of good will, &c., the duke adds, ^ for your said servants, 
whose offences bath been towards his majesty, so am I most assured 
no living creature may, in tiie zemitting of their said findts and 
relieving of their said liberty, do so much therein, as the least request 
from your grace*8 self may to do his majesty."^ 



LETTER XCIX. 
Princess Elizabeth to the Duke of Somerset, a.d. 1549. 

[DOMWnC BICOBDS, TEMP. VEfW. TI., NO. 118 B. ST^TB PAPKE OFFKB. 
OHj^UMt/.] 

My very good lord, 

Many lines will not serve to render the least part 
of the thanks that your grace hath deserved of me, 
most especially for that you have been careful for my 
health ; and sending unto me not only your oomfort- 
able letters, but also physicians, as Doctor Bill, wIkmb 
diligence and pain has been a great part of my reco- 
very ; for whom I do most heartily thank your gnwe, 
desiring you to give him thanks for me, who can 
ascertain you of mine estate of healtii, wherefore I wiB 
not write it. And although I be most bounden to 
you in this time of my sickness, yet I may not be 
unthankful for that your grace hath made [such] 
expedition for my patent ; with my most hearty 

* See Harleian MS. 352, ff. 131 b, 138 b, 184, 203, 210 h,; isd 
Domestic Records, temp. Edward VI. No. 170. 
^ Howard Letters, p. 160. 
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thanks and commendations to you and to my good 

lady your wife, most heartily fare you well. From 

Cheshunt this present Friday. 

Your assured friend to my power, 

Elizabeth. 
To my Lord 
Protector's 
grace. 



LETTER a 

Princess Elizabeth to Protector Somerset, a.d. J 549. 

[aSHMOLEAN MS,, NO. 1729, art. 6. ASHMOLEAN museum, OXFORD. 

Holograph.'] 

*^* The following letter refers to the confessions which the Pro- 
tector Somerset endeavoured to wring from the Princess Elizabeth, 
for the crimination of his brother, Admiral Seymour. It follows a 
long letter, dated January 28th, printed in Haynes* Burleigh Papers 
and more recently in Miss Strickland's Q,ueens,* and precedes- 
Elizabeth's formal confession which was made the following day. 



My lord, 

I have received your gentle letter and also your 
message by Master Tyrwhit, for the which two things 
espeoially (although for many other things) I cannot 
give your lordship mifficieni thanks, and whereas your 
grace doth will me to credit Master Tyrwhit, I have 
done so^ and will do so as long as he willeth me (as 
he doth not) to nothing but to that which is for mine 
honomr and honesty. And even as I said to him and 
did write to your lordship, so I do write now agaioy 
that when there doth any more things happen in my 
mind wihioh I have forgotten, I aserure your grace I . 

• Vol. vi, p. 40. 
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will declare them most wiDiiigly, for I would not (as 
I trust you have not) so evil an opinion of me that I 
would conceal any thing that I knew ; for it were to 
no purpose, and surely forgetfulness may well cause 
me to hide things, but undoubtedly else I will declare 
all that I know. From Hatfield the 6th of February. 
Your assured friend to my little power, 

FUZABETH. 

To my Terj good lord, mj Lord 
Proteetor. 

Endoned— « The Ladj Eliabeth, 
6th Febmaiy, 1548. 
To my Lord Protector." 



LETTER CI. 



Mrs. Ashley, governess to the Princess Elizabeth^ to 
Cecil. A.D. 1549. 

(LA1ISD0W5B MS., NO. 1236, FOL. 41. Holograph.'} 

My lady^s grace's secretary being busy with my 
lady about her learning, her grace was loath to leave 
him to write this letter, wherefore her grace com- 
manded me to write, having no respect to the good- 
ness of my writing, being so much assured of your 
willing mind to set forth her causes to my Lord 
Protector's grace; especially the matter being so 
godly, that her grace^s persuasions makes me to take 
on me to write at this time. The matter that her 
grace will desire you in is this ;— that you will move 
my lord Protector's grace for this bearer, with whom 
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her grace will pray you to talk, that you may have 
better knowledge of the matter than I am able to 
mstruct you with my rude writing ; and, after you 
have heard it, that then you will, for her grace's 
sake, do your best to help him : he is a poor man, 
having many children, and has lien long in Scotland 
prisoner. The effect of my lady's suit is, that a Scot 
that is prisoner in Colchester may go free, and then 
this man may come home free. And thus I most 
heartily commit you to God. 

Your assured poor friend, 

Catherine Ashley. 

I pray you further this poor man's suit. 

Your friend, 

Elizabeth. 
Unto thee my very friend,* 
Master Cecil, with the 
Lord Protector's grace. 

Endorsed, " 2nd August. 

From Mrs. Ashley to 
my master, with a 
postscript of the 
Lady Elizabeth." 



LETTER CII. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith MS., MO. 68, FOL. 44. BODLEIAN LIBRABT. LatinJ] 

*«* The following letters are inserted as specimens of the epistolary 
correspondence between the Princess Elizabeth and her brother. 
They are all translated from the Latin, a language which the princess, 

■^ So in original. 
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even at that eariy age, wrote with remarkable puritj and elegance. 
As they contain no points of internal evidence by which their dates 
can be clearly identified, they are, for the sakeof eonneetion, classed 
together. 

I am able, most noble king, to offer many excuMB 
that I have not followed my old custom, in preparing 
some fresh little present at this season for your high- 
ness. For, in the first place, every description of 
learning, which in me was ever very small, has been 
either so wasted by the long duration of my sickness, 
or so far cut off by my being unused to study, or so 
hindered by the infirm state of my health, that my 
old custom of bringing something or other out of 
my scanty literary store-house — a custom always very 
easily performed by me, when very well approved by 
you — has been now altogether taken from me. And, 
even though I had not been quite an invalid, yet I 
should be afraid to send (as I was wont) to your 
majesty anything trifling, since you now so much 
excel in learning, that you can receive with a welcome 
nothing but what is excellent and perfect. I, thus 
altogether debarred from my old custom of sending, 
began to turn my thoughts to a new one: I was 
thinking about some present in gold or gems. When 
I was revolving in my mind this design, I saw that 
everything of mine is so far beneath your dignity, 
that I was thinking of sending no present at all, 
rather than one of ho value. But from this concern 
about selecting something excellent, which I might 
with propriety offer you, my lord Protector relieved 
me, by whose counsel it has been arranged that this 
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custom of sending new year's gifts should be abolished; 
and the wisdom of his policy I shall willingly follow. 
However, this short letter I have sent to make known 
to your majesty what new reason I have followed, in 
laying aside my old custom. 

Therefore^ instead of the accustomed present, I 
ofier, as I have ever done by these letters of mine, to 
your majesty, that affection, zeal, good-will, fidelity, 
abd reverence, which either nature can demand in a 
sister, or obedience in a very humble subject. And 
that testimony of my ready duty, which I now will- 
ingly make by letter, I myself, in person, would 
most willingly express, if I were assured it would not 
displease your majesty at all. 

May the great and good God increase your 

majesty more and more, daily, in virtue, learning, 

and honour. At Hatfield; 2nd January. 

Your majesty's most humble . 

sister and servant, 

Elizabeth. 
To the most illustrious and most 
noble king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER cm. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward Vl, 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 46. BODLBIAM LIBRABT.* Lo/tn.] 

No more frequent or plainer proofs can be given of 
your love to me, O most serene and illustrious king, 

« In the copy of this letter the aotograph it said to he in the 
Bodlsian Library ; but it has been vainly aonsht £ar thece. 
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than those of late, when I enjoyed the treat of your 
most delightful society. This when I caU to 'mind 
(and I daily do so) I seem, as it were, still to be 
present with you, and to be again enjoying the 
courtesy of your conversations. And farther — ^when 
those your countless favours to me come into my 
mind, with which you received me on my arrival, and 
with which you dismissed me on my departure, I 
cannot easily express how my mind is drawn divers 
ways, and I feel a double anxiety. For, while per- 
ceiving, from the greatness of your boons, your 
fraternal affection most greatly inclined to me, I con- 
ceived no little joy and delight therefrom ; so, on the 
other hand, weighing in a just and fair balance the 
multitude of your services towards me, I am grieved, 
because I am convinced I can never repay their real 
value — no, not even in thought, much less in thanks. 
Lest, however, your majesty should judge your so mauy 
and so great favours to me ill conferred, or rather (to 
use the words of Cicero taken from Ennius) ill done, 
or me unmindful and ungrateful, I now desire, though 
I cannot in substance, to thank you at least, in some 
degree, by words ; which had indeed been done much 
sooner, either by letter or message, if a small work, 
which I was desirous of sending to your majesty, had 
not delayed my purpose. But, since it could not (as 
I supposed it would) be brought to a close by me, on 
account of the shortness of the time, which I see 
flows from me even faster than water ; I now hope 
that this letter, however rude, will plead my cause 
when absent, before your majesty, and at the same 
time evince, in some degree, my disposition towards 
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you; for that this can be done fully and amply 

enough by me in these dumb words, I reckon to be 

quite impossible : especially as (your majesty is well 

aware) it is peculiar to my disposition^ not only not 

to express in words as much as I think, but also not 

to say more than I think. Of which the latter fault 

(I mean, the saying more), as few detest, so many 

practise, on most occasions; but especially in the courts 

of princes and kings, who must especially beware, 

that they do not seem to have more flatterers in their 

private chambers, than hirdM of prey^ outside their 

palaces. Of which subject enough for the present. 

This only I pray, that God may preserve your 

majesty, as long as possible, in safety, to the glory of 

His name and the advantage of the realm. Hatfield, 

2nd of February. 

Your majesty's very humble 

sister and servant, 

Elizabeth. 
To tho raost illustrious and most 
noble king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CIV. 

Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI, 

[smith MS., KG. 69, FOL. 243. BODLEIAN LIBRABT. Latin,'] 

What cause I had of sorrow, when I heard first of 
your majesty's sickness, all men might guess, but 
none but myself could feel, which to declare were or 

* The original passage is *' ne plures intra cubicula sua Kc^Aaica; 
quam extra aulam suam KSpoucas, habere videantur.^ The play upon 
the Greek words is lost in a translation. 

L 2 



226 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

might seem a poinfc of flattery ; and therefore I 
omit to write it. But, as the sorrow could not be 
little, beca/ase the occasions were many, so is the joy 
great to hear of your good escape out of the perilous 
diseases. And, that I am fully satisfied and well 
assured of the same by your grace's own hand, I must 
need give you my most humble thanks, assuring your 
majesty, that a precious jewel at another time could 
not so well have contented, as your letter in this case 
hath comforted me. For now do I say with Saint 
Austin, that a disease is to be accounted no sickness, 
that shall cause a better health when it is past, than 
was assured afore it came; For afore you had them, 
every man thought that that should not be eschewed 
of you that was not escaped of many. But since you 
have had them doubt of them is past^ and hope is 
given to all men, that it was a purgation by these 
means for other worse diseases, which might happen 
this year. Moreover, I consider that, as a good 
father, that loves his child dearly, doth punish him 
sharply, so God, favouring your majesty greatly, hath 
chastened you straitly ; and, as a father doth it for 
the further good of his child, so hath God prepared 
this for the better health of your grace. 

And, in this hope, I commit your majesty to Hig 
hands, most humbly craving pardon of your grace 
that I did write no sooner ; desiring you to attribute 
the fault to my evil head, and not to my slothful 
hand. From Hatfield, this 21st of April. 

Your majesty'^s most humble sister 
to command, 

Elizabbth. 
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LETTER CV. 
Princea Elizabeth to King Edward VI, 

[SHITH MS., NO. 68, FOL. 45. BODLEIAN UBRABY. Zo/tft.] 

O king, most derene and illustrious^ the reason that 
you have not, for so long a time, seen any letters 
from me is, not that I am destitute of matter, of 
which 1 have abundance, if it be nothing more than 
to thank you for your numberless favours, and to 
show some token of my gratitude, but because the 
pain in my head precluded all modes of writing to 
your majesty. Truly, I am both ashamed and 
grieved that I must so often make excuses of this 
kind ; however, I choose rather to express the true 
cause of my negligence, although it be to my pre- 
judice, than to invent a falsity, which is contr^ury 
to my nature and disposition. Since then this the 
true cause is now, by the blessing of the great and 
good GxkI, removed, and I am somewhat restored to 
health, I think I ought now to resume my long inter- 
rupted duty of writing, in order that your majesty 
may be assured of one thing — that, although I have 
omitted to wi'ite, I have never remitted in my love and 
bounden respect towards you. For, such is the power 
of true and unfeigned love, that it binds together 
those separated even by the longest distances; I, 
then, who, from your tender infancy, have ever been 
your fondest sister — how can I do other than follow 
you with heart, thought, and even dumb words, I 
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mean, with my letters I Thus, although absent from 
you in the one part of myself, namely, in body ; yet 
I may prove to your majesty that I ever am and have 
been present to you in that other part — the mind. 
And, since it is in mind that true love consists, which, 
like a god (as it were)^ is not necessarily confined by 
the restraints of space, I hope, nay, I am sure, that 
by no interval of space or time can I be excluded 
from your good-will to me. 

With regard to myself, I can truly affirm, that 
your absence has increased rather than lessened my 
love for you. For such is the nature of mankind 
that the blessings which are before their eyes they 
do not sufficiently value; but those more distant, 
they seem to covet more eagerly. If your majesty 
hold this opinion, you will be persuaded that, neither 
interruption of letter- writing, nor intervention of 
space, can prove an obstacle to keep me from showing 
to you due regard and reverence. 

May the Lord Jesus, who rules all by his own 
divine will, preserve your majesty to us for many 
years, with increase of virtue. Ashridge, 26th of July. 
Your majesty's most lowly servant 
and sister, 

Elizabeth. 
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LETTER CVI. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 4*2. BODLEIAN UBRABT. Laltn.] 

Your letter, most illustrious king, has cheered my 
mind for many reasons ; in the first place, that it 
certified me of your sound health, which has ever 
been my chief care ; in the second, that it exhibited 
no common marks of your love for me ; and in the 
last, that it showed satisfactorily with how kind feel- 
ing you accepted my bounden duty, by the messenger 
sent by me to enquire of your health. 

Amidst all which, while I was pondering on what 
was the most important, your majesty's prosperous 
health struck me at the first glance ; than which 
nothing can ev.er happen more desirable or more 
necessary to this realm. For, what a family is without 
a steward, a ship without a pilot, a flock without a 
shepherd, a body without a head, the same, I think, 
is a kingdom without the health and safety of a good 
monarch. Since then so much weight rests on the 
prosperity of princes, your majesty's well-being ought 
to be desired and wished for by all with the heartiest 
prayers ; and without it, in fact, the subjects of this 
kingdom can in no wise be safe and secure. For, as 
sheep cannot be guarded against, or escape from the 
snares of wolves without the shepherd's care and 
foresight, so without the foresight of kings, (whom 
Homer calls * Shepherds of the people,' and Isaiah, 
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• Feeders of the Church**), neither can states be suf- 
ficiently guarded and fortified against the inroads 
and attacks of tyrants, nor can the Church be 
rightly fed and satisfied with food for the Spirit, that 
is, with the Word of God. 

Moreover, lest I should seem unmindful of my 
duty, I give my thanks to your majesty, for having 
conceived such an opinion of me, as you have fully 
expressed in your letters. And that this opinion 
may remain settled in your majesty'^s mind per- 
petually, I have hitherto striven earnestly, and I 
promise that I will hereafter strive as sedulously. 
May God long preserve your highness in safety, to 
the glory of his name, and the advantage of your 
kingdom. 

At Hatfield^ August the 8th. 

Your majesty's most humble sister and servant, 

Elizabeth. 

To the most noble and serene 
king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CVII. 



Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VL a.d. 1550. 

[smith MS., 68, FOL. 43. BODLEIAN LIBBJLBY. LoMn,"] 

O most illstrious king, because you have received 
in so long an interval so few letters from me in 
which I returned thanks for favours, or at least 
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testified my due respect to you, I hope, for this, I 
shall readily obtain pardon ; especially as this laxity 
has not proceeded from any forgetfulness of you, 
whom I never can or ought to forget. Now, how- 
ever, as I understand your majesty is sojourning in 
places not far from London, I have thought I ought 
to break silence, that I might prove to you there has 
been no abatement of my bounden reverence to you, 
and that nothing can be more desirable to me than 
your health ; which, from reports of certain persons, 
I understand to be firm and vigorous. 

While I recount severally the blessings of the 
great and good God, I indeed judge this one to be 
the greatest of all — that he hath quickly and merci- 
fully restored you again to London, after your late 
disease ; into which I think you had fallen by God's 
especial providence (as in my last letter I wrote to 
your majesty), in order that, the cause of diseases 
having been now removed, you may be preserved, to 
the greatest length of yeiars, to handle the reins of 
Government. 

Nothing is so uncertain and perishable as is the 
life of man, who, by the testimony of Pindar,^ is 
nought but a shadow — a dream ; and, as Homer ^ 

» Eirdfi€poi ri ^4 rts, ri Be od ris ; 
"iKias 6yap Mpuncoi, 

Pyth, Od, viii. sub fine, 

** Creatures we are of a day ; what then is Man ? what is he not % 
Mortals are the dream of a shadow." 

^ Oh fX€V yitp ri irov i<rr\v o%vp^arov dydphs 
TldvTuVy iffffa Tc yaiav Xiri wtUi rh koL ^^prrei. 

-^Hom, Iliad, P. 446-7. 
^^'For, there is no where a being, more wretched than Man, of all 
that breathe and creep on the earth." 
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8ays, " Earth nourishes nothing more frail than 
human kind." Since, then, the life of every one is 
not merely exposed to, but is overcome by, so many 
and so great accidents, we judge that your past 
disease has been removed by the special mercy of 
Divine Providence; and in all those so frequent 
changes of air and of places (which I know have 
been not entirely free from diseases) that you have 
been preserved, by a miracle, from any peril of infec- 
tion. To which Providence I commit the guardian- 
ship of your majesty, and, at the same time, ask that 
He may preserve you in good health as long as 
possible. 

At Ashridge, 20th of September. 

Your majesty's very humble sister, 

Elizabeth. 

To the most illustrious and noble 
king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CVIII. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI, 

[smith MS., 68, FOL. 47. BODLEIAN LIBRARY. Za/m.] 

I cannot express, O king most serene, with how 
great joy I am affected, as often as I hear that your 
majesty is in sound health When this joy, which I 
had received from the reports of others, was confirmed 
by Master Cheke in his own words, I thought it 
incumbent on me by my letters to signify to you im- 
mediately, how welcome and delightful to me is your 
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good health. Which indeed I had done sooner, if 
my letters were such as to be worthy of giving pleasure 
to your highness, whose sagacity in judging of such 
things I have well experienced. But as your majesty , 
is not ignorant under what poverty of language 1 
labour in Latin, and I myself am conscious with 
how great diflBculty I write, even in my best health, 
especially to you, whom I acknowledge not only as my 
brother, but as my king and lord, and earnestly respect, 
worship, and venerate ; I pray you, do not wonder if 
letters from me have been delivered to you less fre- 
quently than your majesty perchance expected. If 
however in your majesty's judgment I cannot per- 
chance escape the charge of negligence and indolence, 
I will endeavour to make amends for my late laxity of 
duty by diligence and vigilance in future. So it is to 
be hoped that I shall not only escape the penalty of 
my late seeming negligence, but recover your majesty's 
good opinion, of which I never have had and have as 
yet no doubt : for, even as a good teacher does not 
repel a pupil who returns with alacrity to his studies, 
though he may heretofore have been very idle, but 
rather embraces him affectionately, so I hope your 
majesty will kindly follow the teacher'^s good example 
towards me. Which, if you do, I, in my turn, will 
strive that hereafter your majesty shall receive more 
frequent letters from me, and, if God grant vigorous 
health, that I may shortly make apparent to your 
majesty, by some translation of my own, how I employ 
my present leisure. 

May the great and good God long preserve your 
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majesty in safety, whom I will do my endeavour to 
see as soon as possible : and I wish again and again 
that I may see you well. At Hatfield, 5th November. 
Your majesty's most humble 

servant and sister, 

Elizabeth. 



LETTER CIX. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward Fl, 

[smith M8., vol. XIX. ART. 1. BODLEIAN LIBRARY. HologrOfh, 

Latin,'] 

king most serene. 

Although I would study nothing so much as to 
escape, not merely the stain, but even the very slightest 
suspicion^ of ingratitude, I nevertheless fear that T may 
seem to have fallen into it; because, having ever 
received so many favours from your majesty, I yet 
have, in so long an interval, sent no letters, whereby 
you might discern, at least, the signs of a grateftd 
heart ; for which omission, as there are just and neces- 
sary causes^ I hope and am likewise assured that your 
majesty will readily absolve me from every charge of 
ingratitude : for a disease of the head and eyes has 
come upon me, which has so grievously troubled me 
ever since my coming to this abode, that, although I 
often attempted to write to your majesty, I have, eyen 
to this day, ever been recalled from my purpose and 
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resolution. As this affection, by the aid and assistance 
of the great and good God, has now somewhat abated, 
I have considered that I ought no longer to defer the 
duty of writing, that your majesty may understand 
that any thing rather than a heart grateful towards 
you and mindful of your benefits has been hitherto 
wanting on my part. 

For though I am not ignorant that the greatness 
of your benefits towards me is such as to take away 
all hope of compassing even the very smallest portion 
of them in any acknowledgments of mine, I have yet 
thought that I ought to strain every nerve to repay a 
just and well-deserved debt of gratitude, by good will 
and an unforgetting mind. In which, as nothing has in- 
deed as yet ever been neglected by me, I hope your 
majesty will not merely take in good part this hitherto 
omitted duty of writing and returning thanks, but also 
consider that I have ever with heart and will enter- 
tained due gratitude towards you. 

May the Lord Jesus, who preserves and guards all 
things, perpetually preserve and guard your excellency 
to this kingdom, and increase you with great virtues 
and many years. At Enfield. 

Your majesty's very humble 

servant and sister, 

Elizabeth. 
To the most noble and 

serene king Edward 

the Sixth. 
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LETTER ex. 

An7ie, Countess of Sussex^ to her Mother^ Lady Ccdthorp, 
A.D. vers. 1549. 

[cotton, MS., VESPASIAN, F. IX. FOL. 127. Holograph,"] 

*«* The following letter adds another to the many testimonies of 
the miseries frequently entailed by unequal marriages. The writer was 
the daughter of Sir William Calthorp, and, as she herself intimates, 
lived in obscurity and comparative poverty till she was selected 
as the second wife of Henry, Earl of Sussex, one of the first nobles 
of the land. Matrimonial discords soon arose between them, to 
which the earl thus alludes in a letter which he wrote to her annoone- 
}ng the death of Henry VIII., in which he addresses her only as 
« Madam.'' 

'^ And for your repair hither in the end of this week, I shall send 
nnto you Henry Narthey, by whom you shall know my determinate 
pleasure. In the mean time, I require you to put all such things in 
order as shall be meet for you here. Thus, good madam, about the 
contents of your letters, diversely and lengthy and tending, to the 
lack of good will in me, that ought to be a loving husband— the 
same, nevertheless, as I think, proceeding of a good heart mi^t 
otherwise have been qualified. I wish to you my own heart as to 
myself. 

'* From Chiplace in Holbom, the last day of January, in the first 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King Edward the Sixth. 
'< Your assured loving husband, 

"Henry Sussex."* 

Of the merits of the case, in reference to the matrimonial dispute, 
nothing is now known — ^but it is difficult to believe the following 
earnest and sorrowful appeal to be written by a guilty person. 

Of Lady Sussex, the only subsequent notices that occur, are, that 
she was divorced from her husband — ^that in 1552, she was released, 
by command of the Privy Council, from imprisonment in the Tower, 
to which she had been committed on a charge of sorcery^— that she 
afterwards left the country— and that, on the 9th of November, 1655, 

• Cotton. MS. Titus, B. ii. foL 51. ^ Harl. MS., 352, foL 255. 
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a bill was read in Parliament to the effect that Anne Calthorp, late 
the divorced wife of the Earl of Sussex, be debarred from her dower 
and jointure, if she do not repair into the realm, within a time 
lunited, and make her purgation before the bishop of her diocese. 
This bill passed ; the bishops of Bangor and St. David's being the 
only dissentients.* 

Your opened letter of the last of July, received this 
last of August by Robert Warner's servant, containing 
my unnatural sloth of advertising my miserable estate, 
argueth to me your non-receipt of twain my several 
letters of the 16th of July and the 12th of August, 
containing as well my duty of humbleness to your 
ladyship as hope of your comfort at hand, through 
my purgation by justice of law and innocency before 
God, of all these guiltiest crimes, by surmised lies, 
whereof you, as my godly mother, wish me so earnestly 
to repent, as peril binds, if I were guilty ; to whom 
you use not more terrible threats than cheerful com- 
forts of holy scripture, rebuking my vice and persuading 
repentance, giveth me great marvel ; also to what 
author you give so firm faith of my guiltiness, that 
(neither) your wonted opinion and knowledge of my 
honesty, natural love, nor my declaration by letters of 
the Earl of Southampton's tyranny and devihsh device 
of my divorce, open shame, and undoing can stay you 
from my condemnation, the grief whereof is more to 
me than of these persecutions that I bear of such 
a tjrrant as doth and hath ever gloried more in 
spoil than relief of miserable estates, by whose only 
mean I am brought to this depth of sorrow and misery 
whereof at the first I seemed to all my friends so 
* Journal of the House of Lords, vol. i. p. 499. 
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guilty that I durst not by word or writing almost 
defend myself, till God at length provided my delivery 
of their hands, immediately upon the which I have not 
spared to bewray to all folk how I have been handled 
herein, the which my declaration hath and shall, I 
trust, take such effect as shall purge me and reprove 
him, the length and weariness of which matter so irketh 
me that I find nothing to encourage my defence, but 
that I know me bound not to suffer truth to perish by 
lies, but lies by truth : in furtherance whereof, though 
I do as law letteth me^ I deserve not by my just dpiog 
your ill opinion of wrong defence, lacdc of repentance, 
nor of perseverance in ill, of ajl which your heavy letter 
reproveth me, whereof if I were guilty, as I were then 
much bound to God for so godly counsel of so good a 
mother, so am I now, being dear, to lament in this 
so great adversity to find me by enemies supplanted 
and robbed of your good opinion, without the whieh 
what can I do ? for recovery whereof what would I 
not do ? 

Wherefore, good madam, though my enemies HHidi 
desire, seek, and find of you their furtheri^ce to my 
hindrance, howso they speed of that^ I humbly iSta,ye 
to speed of your wonted motherly natural love, without 
the which I am indeed to you your lost child, by hin- 
derance of my brother at home that grudgee your 
killing of the fat calf at my return, not &om any ill 
that I have done, but to your presence, if God and 
you shall so think meet^ from the whidi I wish that 
vain glory had never drawn me ; but simple poverty. 
therein hitherto preserved me, that then had not 
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wanderedin this labour of undeserved trouble, wherein 
I am comfortless, save by my innooency, not to find 
God forgetful of me, in whom my heart is hardy to 
defend these heavy crimes of adultery and matrimony 
between Sir Edmond Knyvett and me ; of the which, 
as the one is to rob me of my living, so in furtheranee 
thereof is the other of all godly reputation, mother, 
kindred, friends^ pity, mercy, justice, charity, honour, 
honesty, and all other godly respects due to my 
ungniltiness, and in their place to plant my enemies ; 
and your opinion, that I seek to maintain those errors 
by scripture^ as, if I did, my frailness and ignorance 
were more tderable than my ungniltiness is con- 
demnable, by which my infamy, as I lament that 
condemnation of these papists that take occasion of 
God's blasphemy, depraving his holy word by setting 
forth my faults, so do I rejoice my clearness from just 
occasion of their so great wickedness, and pray God for 
my trouble, and patience therein, whom I also humbly 
beseech to send you good opinion of me, so that they 
fail of my hinderance towards you, as I assure myself 
they should of such condemnation as the Earl of 
Southampton hath hitherto procured and pursued, and 
should have won if my trial had not proceeded, as it 
did long, before infidels and heathen^ judges, from the 
which, for many unjust injuries, I have appealed to 
the king^s majesty, and have obtained from my L(»rd 
Protector letters to them of such effect as this copy 
shall «hew unto you, and grant of a new commission to 
these that follow. — The Bishop of Cant^bury, Poctor 

> Cenjeetnial— The letters most refleaible etn§ke. 
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Taylor, Doctor NeavenBon, Doctor Ellis, Doctor 
Merrill, and Doctor Davis, the which be all christians, 
of whom I shall have justice ; as, if I have, then doubt 
I not my deliverance. I have not yet the commission 
sealed, because Mr. Cecil, master of requests about 
my lord, is sick, and lieth in Essex, till whose return 
my lord will hear no suits, so that till Michaelmas my 
matter must stay, as I, that have no other shift, must 
and do remain here at Newington, a place of vile sort 
for all godly and worldly respects, for if, as touching 
God, I know neither good man nor woman out of my 
house, nor to the world, any but such as be too ill for 
me to dwell with here, where reigneth extremity of 
dearth and death, from whence, if either any pity of 
my lord would, as all means and friends that I can 
make could have removed me, I had not given the 
world so just occasion to suspect or slander my con- 
versation, by my abiding here, where never creature 
lived in more misery than I have done and do ; for 
the house wherein I lie is so filthy, both of air and 
building, and death so mortal here, that I am leanud 
(taught) to care little for my life, that daily is in so 
present peril, and so to live and trust in Christ, that 
death to me is more life than (the) life that I lead in this 
vile and stinking place of sin and stench, without com- 
pany or conference with kin or friend, ill-esteemed for 
the place's sake, from the which I have not where to 
go, the which also I had not had^ but strayed in the 
streets, if one William Smith had not gotten it for 
me, when I was left by my lord in London, at liberty 
to seek my living, I wist not how nor where, having 
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neither money, men, women, meat, nor more than two 
gowns of velvet, uncomely for my misery to be worn, 
with the rest of all other cruelties done to me at his 
departing, of such sort that mine own moan and dread 
of your trouble forbiddeth me to Write and to desire you 
to consider, and so to remove your wrong opinion of 
my willing being in this horrible house to nature, and 
displeasant towards God, wherein dwells few but 
shameless, fearless, and careless of Him, as I am not 
guilty of the offence of either, if I had elsewhere to 
become. • 

So that) since I am thus compelled to eat my meat 
with sinners, let it not offend you, for Christ did eat 
meat with publicans and sinners, not though the Pha- 
risees were offended, with whom I also may beggarly 
boast myself of no house to hide my head, but this 
that is not mine, but for the time, by the aid of Smith, 
to whom I have been, in this trouble, more beholden 
than to my old friends and acquaintance,' of all the 
which I have been in my extreme need so utterly for- 
saken, as never woman was ; for, when my lord left 
me without other stay than I have before written, 
Smith spared not to become' of counsel with me when 
few would, and so to pursue my matter, that where I 
despaired I now assure me of delivery. He also hath 
liberally lent me money, as, if he had not, I must long 
ere now have begged ; for of my lord I had allowed 
me but 30«. a week during the time of the suit, till I 
-appealed, and since that time not one penny but that 
I have borrowed of Shardlow, to whom and his wife I 
humbly crave your hearty thanks for their great com- 

VOL. III. M 
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felt, paiii> and diUgenoe, bettde kadiiig im moDffjy 
nnoe my cqyfM^^n (afkfieal,) by tba »hicli I hvnd 
lived, or else could not : aa tiiat tiirouifk Smith wd 
him I have m decoded my wrong, «»d lived, thtt I 
am IB 00 good oase iAai I tnurt of a good «»d, &oii|^ 
I tarry the prooesa of the law, whoae friendafaip, moi* 
withatanding, for that I have received hncMvledgefiom 
yott of suoh eonveraatioH as ie worse bruited than ewer 
I suspected, betwixt him and a woman thaihefMit to 
me, when I was else driven, to wash my oloAhvi and 
dress my meat, that had neither man nor mud Mb 
me,«*-I have, in gentle sort, put away the woniMt^ imd 
•o used him, that I shall, »^rerth«less» hiur^lMi'tteymee 
and diUgenee^ wh^recrf I fe»v« no less need than this 
faiinger can shew you> «f whom yon shall r^oeive the 
eopy of exixh decoration as I have tent to t^gr lotd of 
Canterbury, by the idiieh you sbaU pwreei w by wbst 
mew I have be€» tniioed to mio^ own nndoiii^» if CM 
did not for me aa he hath done ; in the which, if yw 
jBnd contrary to tales thai have been told yoa> 
good madam» \^ thie simple truths overmaik^h Hmt^ 
in your <^?edit, and me ^ay that yomr old godly 
mothei^ly love and good opiniiMi, with yowbel^ elsMb 
friends as yon think, for your saiie» wJUi do mo good» 
and finally your more cheerful and oomfc^rtabie letjbm 
and advice, what behoveth me to d^ in eafthfmingrf 
this wretched place wherein I dwell, and wot no^ 
where else to do, the which I wish wonld be ta em- 
mand m e to c<me to yon till Michaelmas, at amdh tiw 
as I shall have my ce«nmissijan sealed, nntil Uia whiob 
I get no penny aUowed cif my lord ; 9k wbidb Urn 
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siflo I flbsll be eitfaor enforoed to hold this hoofS by 
iarte, sgaJnat one Mr. Couws.y,ibat hath a farmer 
gxani of theowner, who l&yheee till I eame, aii4 hath 
left here -part of hia itidf^ or else, tf I leave it then^ to 
fleekmy lodging, asy if I do^ thooL have I neither hoiMe 
nor stnfl^ more than four beds, whereof two of them 
are very iQ, which be the ead of Southamptcm^s,— 
jdws, what with loathsomeness of thk house, igooraoMe 
mad imabkness to get any other, and fear of this ex- 
treme pestibnoe, so general and mortal, that I am at 
my wit's end, without ccnnfbrt or couDsel of kin or 
fidend, sa?e God and this bringer, Shardlow, upon 
whom I live, and have dene iiiese two months last 
fast, and mmt do till the new commisttoa besealed, 
before the which time I get no liviBg of my lord, nor 
allowmMe, he beings as he is, led by the earl of South- 
ampton, to my midoing, without desert or ally matter 
that they can charge me with, save of a bill made by 
the earl of Southampton, in my extreme weakness of 
wit and body, containing j^amefid lies, to the which 
I^ by his earnest persuasion of my best way, did set 
my hand, thinkings as he swore, never to have been 
charged therewith, the which bill is in the law of no 
force, for the party's confession is no just nor able cause 
of dvRorce, as, if it were, I have confessed none in the 
bil, nor anything dishonest, save that opimon of nntri- 
m<my, and Mr. Knyvett's coming thither three times, 
tho'which Ues I am so ableto dinprefve^ that, thoogb I 
then, by the earl of Southampton's pnycuremeirfc, Ifed 
of myself, I may now fearfully deny it truly, flue which 
bin being avoided,theyhave nothing to chargeme with. 
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Wherefore, good madam, I hmnbly crave your 

opinioD of my nndefiled honesty of my body, nor that 

I seek, or intend to seek, Sur Edmnnd Knyvett for my 

husband, though I can eaaly wish that I had never 

thus troubled my lord, of whose use to me yon partly 

can be witness, and that you will peruse this my 

declaration and bill of complaint to the king'^s highness ; 

the which, though they be long to read, are brief in 

respect of that matter that I have to put in them, the 

which I spared, both because that reading else were 

over painful, and length of writing irksome to me, that 

trust of good and speedy acquittal of this surmised 

matter, and of your daily blessing and good opinion of 

me, your miserable loving daughter. From Newingtoiif 

this l3th of September. 

Anne Sussex. 

To my lady, my mother. 



LETTER CXI. 



Frances, Marchioness of Dorset, to the Earl of Shretoh 
bury. Vers. 1550. 

[TALBOT PAPERS, YOL. P., FOL. 189. COLLEGE OF ABMS. Original] 

•«* Lady Frances Dorset is well known to historical biography as 
the daughter of the princess Mary Tudor, by Brandon, Dnke of 
Suffolk, and the'mother of the celebrated Lady Jane Grey. Two 
other letters only of hers are known to the editor — one in the 
Burleigh Papers,* the other in Tytler's Edward and Mary,'* from 
an <Mrigiiial in the State Paper Office ; both are addressed to Adntizal. 
Seymour, and relate to his custody of Lady Jane.^ 

• Page 79. ^ Vol. i. p. 134. 

* In both she addresses Seymour as her brother. For remarks 
on this title see Nicolas^ Life of Lady Jane Grey, p. 15. 
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After my most hearty commendations to you, my 
very good lord^ forasmuch as at this present I have 
divers of my friends in Shropshire, whom I have 
cause to gratify with vension this summer, and, 
debating where I might be best provided for them,- 
have thought good most heartily to desire you to 
bestow one stag upon me for this purpose, to be 
taken within your park of Blackmeyr, and to be 
delivered unto this bringer at such time as he shall 
ikrther attend you for the same. Your lordship's 
favour wherein to be shewed, the rather at this my 
request, shall not fail the semblable requital thereof, 
at any time hereafter when occasion shall require. 
And thus I bid you right heartily farewell. 

From Loughborough, the 15th day of June* 

Your lordship's assured friend, 

Frances Dobskt. 
To my yery good lord, 
my lord the Earl of 
Shrewsbury. 

LETTER CXIL 

Catherine^ Duchess of Suffolk^ to Cecil, a.d. 1560. 

[domestic records, temp. edw. yi.,No. 274. state paper office. 
Holograph,'\ 

*«* The Duchess of Suffolk was one <tf the most lively and easy 
letter writers of the time in which* she lived. The following letters 
are specimens of her familiar correspondence with Cecil, afterwards 
the great Lord Burleigh, with whom, as well as with his learned Udy, 
Mildred, daughter of Sir Anthony Coke, she was on the most familiar 
terms. The views which, in the present letter, she expresses in 
reference to the importance of freedom of choice in matrimonial 
engagements are the more worthy of notice, from their being so 
opposed to the prejudices of the period. 
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1 am sorry, with all my heart, that my lord mar- 
quis* doth no better follow his good beginning, but 
what can I do more than be sorry for* aD faults and- 
he ready to do my best to help them if I can, and; 
when I cannot, take it as patiently as I can. T have 
of late, by my letters, scored hiin again in it, but he 
answereth me that all is well^ and that is all his say- 
ings ; I think it the better way to let him alone in it, 
or (than) forbid it him ; for so untoward, like women, 
be some men to follow their own commodities, if they 
be friendly exhorted <3iereunto, which, forbidden, they 
do with much better will, but I am very glad that 
the earl bendeth, for although the marquis seem iron 
in his part yet I am sure the earl is his adamant ; 
therefore, there is no question but if the one proceed 
the other will follow after. 

And where .it pleased my lord of Warwick,^* for, 
the better show of his friendship, to wish my lord «{ 
Somerset to go through with my son for his daughter, 
I trust the friendship between my lord S. and me 
hath been tried such and hath so good assurance, 
upon the simple re(^ects of our only good will, that 
we shall not need to do any thing rashly or unor- 
derly, to make the world to believe the better of 
our friendships ; and for the one of us to think well of 
the other, no unadvised bond between a boy and 
girl can give such assurance of good wiQ as hath 
been tried already ; and now, they marrying^ by oar 
orders, and without their consents, or as they be yet 

•Of]>or8etf 

i> John Dudley, afterwtrds Earl of Northnmberhuid. 



witiboiK} jtidgiiiMit to give miofa a doMent a« ought to 
b# given in tDati4mony, I cftnnot tell what JMtB 
mdcindinefts one of tu might shew anothef , or whefeili 
Wi might work more wickedly than to bring ottlf 
ehtUren into so miserable eetate not to ohooeoy by 
Aeir own liking«, iuoh an they must profess so strait 
s bond and so great a love to for ever. This I pro- 
mise you I have said for my lord's daughter, as well 
as for my son, and this more I say for myself, and I 
say it not but truly, I know none this day living that 
I rather wish my son than she, but I am not, because 
I like her best, thereforid desirous that she should be 
eonstrained by her friends to have him, whom she 
might peradventure not like so well as I like her ; 
neither can I yet assure myself of my son's likings 
neither do I greatly mistrust it, for, if he be ruled by 
right judgment, then shall he, I am sure, have no 
cause to mislike, except he think himself misliked ; 
but to have this matter come best to pass Were that 
we parents kept still our friendship, and suffer our chil- 
dren to follow our examples, and to begin their loves 
of themselves, without our forcing ; for, — although 
both might happen to be obedient to their parents, and 
marry at our pleasures, and so find no other cause to 
mislike, but that by our power they lost their free 
choice, whereby neither of them can think themselves 
so much bounden to the other, — thQat^ fault is suffi- 
cient to break the greatest love : wherefore I will 
make much of my lady's daughter, without the respect 
of my son's cause, and it may please my lord to love 
my son for his mother's sake, and so, I doubt not, 
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but, if God do not mislike it, my son and his daughter 

shall much better like.it to make up the matter 

themselves, and let them even alone . with it, saying 

there can no gopd a^eeme&t happen between them 

that we shall mislike, and, if it should, not happen 

well, there is neither they nor none of us shall blame 

another. And so, my good Cecil, being weary,'! 

leave you to the Lord. 

From Kingston, the 9th of May. 

Your assured, 

K. Suffolk. 
To my friend, Master Cecil. 

Endorsed, « 9th May, 1550." 



LETTER CXIIL 

Catherine^ Duchess of Suffolk^ to CeciL a.d. 1550. 
[domestic rbcobds, temp. edw. yi., no. 284. state paper offick. 

Your letters came not, as you had borne them in 
hand, to call me from any great business, and so to 
offend me, but rather, being long looked for, satisfied 
for the quarrel which your silence might have pro- 
voked. I have heard your ill-favoured news, as iD- 
favouredly told, and I like them as ill-favouredly. 
It liketh me best that thereby I shall not be unpro^ 
vided, whatsoever betideth. I will watch, therefore, 
and pray. And so shall you be bid well to fare. 

At my house of Eresby, the 8th of August. 

Your assured, as you know, 

K. Suffolk. 
To my loving friend, Mr. Cecil. 
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LETTER CXIV. 

Catherine^ Duchess of Suffolk^ to Secretary Cecil. 
A.D. 1550. 

[domestic records, TitMP. EDW. VI. NO. 293 B. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph.} 

My good Cecil, 

But shall I call you so still, now you be master 
secretary ? choose you if you will not have it so, for 
till you deny it I will call you so. And, also, this 
letter must serve you for many purposes. 

First, you shall hereby find you be not forgotten, 
but amongst the biggest remembered, and farther, 
you shall hereby take occasion not to be idle, but to be 
occupied for me. You know I wrote a letter a good 
while since, at my son's coming to the court to my 
lord of Somerset, for Naunton^s cause, who, because I 
have no answer of it, shakes for fear lest my lord 
should conceive some fault in him for my earnest 
writing. I pray you help to deliver him from that 
doubt, for you know to be cursed ^ or earnest. I need 
no help, and I cannot but be so when I see my friend 
stick with me in trifles, with whom I would not stick 
in great things, if they were as much in my power to 
do the one as it is in theirs to do the other. You 
know, a good turn quickly done is twice done, and 
when it is so long tarried for it loseth half the grace 
of the benefit. Thus hear you my opinion; if there 
be not more doctors of my mind I would there were, 
and, what mind soever they be of, I pray you save 
* Used in the sense of ^^angry." 

m2 
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them innocent from being condemned through my 
faulty and not by them deserved, for I promise you 
she weepeth whilst I write it, fearing, that I conld not 
doubt of, that a friend should mistake any thing well 
meant 

And thus, two parts being played, the third is to 
bid you farewell with my hearty commendations to 
mistress Mildred and yourself. 

IVom Grimsthorp, the 18th of September. 
Your assured friend, 

K. Suffolk. 

If a right be so hard to be gotten, God helg us in 
an untrue matter. 

To my T«ry fnend^ 

Maater Secretary GeciL 

Endorsed, "" 18th September,. 1550i* . 



: LETTER CXV. 

Catherine^ IhwhesM of Suffolk^ to Secretary Cecil. 
A.D. 1550. 

tDOMESTIC BECORDSj'TEMP. EDW. YI., NO. 299. STATE PAPER OFFICB. 

Holograph.'] 

I must desire you, good master Cecil, to shew your 
friendship to this poor bearer, in a certain suit that 
one of Jersey hath against his brother. His request 
is but that it will please my lord of Somerset either to 
direct his letter or else to command his under captain 
in Jersey to call the matter before him, and to make 
some honest end of it; for otherwise the poor fool ig 
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like to be undone. But what thie matter i* I am not 
9kie to tell yoUi and I pray God the poor fool^ liini*> 
aelf, be able to do it ; but, if he can, I pray yon then 
to help him, even for oharity'e sake, and with the 
more aipeed that he may the sooner return to Ui 
garden at home^ for I can have no* Mdad till he return^ 
neither shall there be of sweet herbs if yon help him 
not with his suit* And so I commit him with all his 
evil English to you, and you to God. 
From Tatteitsal, the 2nd of October. 

Yours assured, 

K« SUFPOLK. 
to M^ter Cecil. 



LETTER CXVr. 

Catherine, Duche$s of Suffolk, to Secretary CeoU. 
A.D. 1551. 

[Dsmmc uKOtMf tutp, mm. ti., no. 312. stAt^ papem omicE. 

*«* TBe disputes referred to in the following letter were those 
btflivMn tbe Pto«eetdr SomeMet Add the eotiticil, now stton^y under 
the iifluenee of his alitagonisty Dodky, Dake of Northnniheriafld ; 
Cecily whose initiation into office was under the Proteotor, had written 
to Lady SufTolli to i^qtiest her to try to soothe the perturbed state 
of the dilke^» iMlidgs, Mid to lettd her idfliMllee in bis behalf. 



The matter between the counsel and my lord, and 
the state of his cause, seemeth by your letter not much 
to diflTer from that which before I heard, but of my 
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greatest fear you have quieted me ; for I did never 
fear so much that wicked tongues should do him harm; 
in sowing so deep suspects in the councirs hearts 
against my lord, but that God would easily pull them 
out, whilst they were but only surmises of malice, and 
no occasion given by any new change in him. Where- 
fore I trust my journey shall be less needful, for the 
great good that I could have done for my lord was to 
have offered him my counsel, in case he had been any 
thing impatient at their unkind dealings : and, to have 
wrought so much with him, if need had been, I thought 
my power somewhat. In the rest I assure you, I 
rather shall be content to give the aventure than hope 
after any good leap, and, for the more surety of the 
little that I am able to do, I have even of late had 
a meetly good trial of them. Howbeit, if I could be 
any ways persuaded that I might do my lord any 
good, I would most gladly put myself in any aventure 
for it : but, alas ! if I come I am not able to do for 
him that I would, and as unable to do that which we 
stuck so long on, then shall I not only do him no good 
but rather harm, and that I would be most sorry for. 
Wherefore, in this, I will weH bethink me how I 
can master that froward anid crooked mind of mine, 
before I come, and, if I can bring that to pass, then 
will I not fail with speed to accomplish your desire 
and mine own, and till then I shall lament your 
wrong, and as truly purge you from such slanders, 
when time shall serve me for it, if the parties hall 
please to credit me. And so, when I had written my 
letter, came a letter from a friend of mine, who 
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declared yery good news, and great hope of my lord 
of Somerset's being called to the council very shortly ; 
wherefore I am now the rather determined to stay my 
coming till their goodness be past, lest, otherwise, if 
I come up whilst it is moving; they think I come to 
take away their thanks. I think it were well done to 
let every honest man have his due, and, therefore, 
check thanks, but they must not, at this time, be 
uttered, but thought and laid up till time seemeth 
better to declare them. ' 

Good Cecil, God be with you, and I pray you to 
make my hearty ' commendations and excuses that I 
vmte not at this time to them, for I have taken so 
extreme a cold that I have lost my speech, and almost 
my sight ; wherefore I leave you and mistress Mildred 
to God. 

From the cottage of Kingston, the 25th of March. 

Your very assured, 

K. Suffolk. 
To Master Cecil. 



LETTER CXVII. 

Catherine, Duchess of Svffolh^ to Secretary Cecil. 
A.D. 1551. 

[domestic RECOBDS, temp. EDW. VI., no. 352. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

Holograph,^ 

*«* In July, 1551, the Duchess of Suffolk sustained a severe loss 
in the death of two sons, her only children, who hoth fell victims to 
the sweating sickness, within two days of each other. The present 
letter shows the spirit of pious resignation in which the childless 
widow bore up under her sorrows. 
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I give God thanks, good Master Cocil, for all hu 
benefits which it hath pleased him to heap npon me, 
and truly I take this, his last (and to the [first sight 
most sharp and bitter) punishment, not for the least 
of his benefits, inasmuch as I have never been so trell 
taught by any other before to knorw his power, his 
love, and mercy, my own wickedness, and that 
wretched estate that without him I should endure 
here. And, to ascertain you that I have received great 
comfort in him, I would gladly do it by talk and sight 
of you ; but, as I must confess myself no better than 
flesh, so I am not well able with quiet to behold my 
very friends without some part of those evil dregs of 
Adam, to seem sorry for that whereof I know I mther 
ought to rejoice ; yet notwithstanding I would not 
spare my sorrow so much but I would gladly endttn 
it, were it not for far other causes that moveth me so 
to do, which I leave unwritten at this time, meaning 
to fulfil your last request to-morrow, by seven o'clock 
in the morning. Then, if it please you, you may use 
him that I send you as if I stood by. So with many 
thanks for your lasting friendship, I betake you to 
Him that both can, and I trust will govern you to his 
glory and your best contentation. 

From Grimsthorp, this present Monday. 

Your poorest but assured friend, 

K. Suffolk. ' 

To Master Secretary Cecil. 

Endorsed, " September, 1551." 
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LETTER CXVIII. 

Jane^ Lady Southampton^ to Sir William Petre. 
A.D. 1551. 

[domestic records, temp. edw. ti., mo. 349. state patbh office. 
Original.^ 

*«* Lady Southampton was the daughter and heiress of William 
Cheney, Esq., and the wife of Thomas Wriothesley, the celehrated 
minister of Henry VIII., whose death, in July, 1550, left her a widow 
with a son ^d five daughters, with the education of whom she seems 
from the present letter to hare industriously occupied herself. 



After my right hearty commendations. Having 
since the departure of my late lord and husband sus- 
tained many injuries and much unkindnese, and loatii 
to trouble my friends for the redress of them, they 
grow now so fast, and lewd persons take such courage 
thereby, that I am enforced at this present to pray 
you to take order with a servant of mine, Hierome 
Cdas, a Frenchman bom, and conducted to serve for 
certain years by my late lord and husband, as shall 
appefo* by bill mdented, to teach my children the 
French tongue ; of the which years two remain to 
oome, and he is departed from my house, without 
licence, to the court, where I doubt not be will be- 
<iome servant to some other, if he be not prevented. 
In consideration whereof, I pray you, good master 
secretary, to take such order with him as he may be 
compelled to return to me, as equity and justice 
would. And, if it shall lie in me to do you the like 
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stead, you shall be assured at all times. So fare you 
most heartily well. 
From Subberton, the 24th day of September, 1551. 
Your loving and assured friend, 

Jane Southampton. 
To the Right Honourable and my 
assured friend Sir WUliam Petre, 
Knighty one of the King's Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries. 



LETTER CXIX. 
Pnncess Mary ta King Edward VL a.d. 1551. 

[cotton. MS., TITUS, B. II., FOL. 147.] 

*4,* In the spring of 1551, the Princess Mary paid a visit to her 
brother, when he expressed himself in terms of kind conciliation in 
reference to the persecutions she had recently suffered for religion. 
It seems to be in allusion to this, and to her unflinching firmnesB in 
adhering to her faith, that the following letter was written. 



My most excellent and noble prince^ and my most 
benign and good brother, 

I do most humbly thank you for your great good- 
ness, favour, and liberality, which, as well by your 
majesty^s own letters as by the report and declaration 
of your counsellors, the lord great master, the lord 
privy seal, and your grace'^s secretary, I perceive it 
hath pleased you to determine towards me. Where- 
unto I have no more to answer, but that I shall ever 
remain your majesty ^s most humble sister and servant, 
)oording to such letters as I have written to your 
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highness, and to such advertisement as I have given 
unto your grace by your said counsellors ; which is 
correspondent and agreeable to my first mind and 
answer, made at the first opening of the matter unto 
me. From the which, as I neither have varied from 
the beginning, nor will vary hereafter, so, if any man 
have said the contrary, I assume your grace that he 
hath done it without my consent or commission. 

Thus I beseech our Lord to send your majesty long 
life, with good health and perpetual felicity. 

From Richmond, the 16th of July [1551]. 

Your majesty's humble sister and servant. 



- A few weeks afterwards, the privy council issued the foUowing 
mandate, dated August 9th, 1551,* which was equally disregarded. 
** The lords did caU to consideration how many sundry ways the 
king's majesty hath travailed with his highness' sister, the Lady 
Mary, for to have reduced her to conformity in religion and- 
divine service, established by his majesty's laws and acts of par- 
liament — And considering also that the long suffering of her and 
her family to do as they have done, sithens the making of the 
said statute, hath been, and yet is a great occasion of diversity 
of opinions, strife, and controversy in this realm, and remembering 
withal how much the king's majesty's honour might be touched, 
if this matter were not provided for — have, with one accord, 
resolved that the head officers of the Lady Mary's house should 
be sent for, and charged that from henceforth they shall not per- 
mit nor suffer any other divine service to be done, or used within 
the said Lady Mary's house than is set forth by the laws of this 
realm — And they shaU also farther, on his majesty's behalf, straitly 
charge and command all the said lady Mary's chaplains not to 
presume from henceforth to say any mass or other divine service 
than is appointed by the laws of this reakn — and likewise to com- . 
mand the rest of her grace's servants not to presume to be 
present to hear any such mass, ftc-rupon pain of his majesty's 
indignation, and for that to be punished according to the laws. 

» Harleian MS. 352, fol. 182 6. 
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It WW alio thought good to tiw lordo^ thal^ at the rotnm of tlioee 
officers, letters shall be sent to the said lady Maiy from the 
king's majesty, by which his majesty's pleasore shall be signified 
abo to her for the obsertation of this order/' 



LETTER CXX* 

Princess Mary to the Privy Council, a.d. 1552. 

[domestic BBCO&DS, TSMP. EX>W. VI., NO. 477. SICACE PA^Bft OFPICS. 

Hologrmph,'] 

My lords, 

I have received your gentle letters of the 25th of 
November, and by the same do understand the king's 
majesty's pleasure touching such sums of money as I 
have this year disbursed and allowed, for reparations 
done upon certain manors and houses, which I havOi 
by letters patent of his highness ; most humbly thank- 
ing the same, for that it is his majesty^s pleasure to 
disburden me of the same. I do also in the like maa- 
ner thank his highness that it hath pleased him to 
will you to give me knowledge of the proceedings 
between the emperor and the French king, with other 
occurrences in foreign parts; beseeching Almighty 
Ood that all may in the end redound to his glory and 
the quietness of all Christendom, which is like the 
rather to ensue by this overthrow of the Turk's power. 
I may not forget my lords, to give you my hearty thanks 
for your gentleness shewed in moving the king^s ma- 
jesty, touching my charges. Thus, with my hearty 
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oommendatians to yon all, I commit you to the tuition 

of Afanigfaty God. From Beaulieu, ilie 3rd of 

December. 

Your aesured finend to my power, 

Mabt. 

To the Lords of the Kiog's 
Majesty's Council. 



LETTER CXXI. 
Princess Mary to King Edward VI. a.d. 1552. 

[domsstic beoords, tbxp. sdw. yi., no. 476. state papeb office. 
Holograph,'] 

My duty most humbly remembered to your majesty. 
It may please the same to be advertised, that I have 
received your highness^ most honourable letters, 
acktiowledging myself not a little bound unto your 
majesty, that it would please the same to wish me 
better health than I have been accustomed to have, 
which was not a little to my comfort. 

And where your majesty's pleasure and desire is to 
have of me^ in exchange for other lands, the manor of 
St. Osyths, Little and Great Glaston, and Wylleiheg, 
with their appurtenances, it may please your majesty 
to understand, that, although sundry of those manors, 
which I have by patent of your highness^ be not most 
commodious nor profitable, yet did I never think to 
trouble your majesty or your council for the obtaining 
of. better, or to leave any of them. Howbeit, now 
knowing your majesty's pleasure for the said manora, 
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I shall most humbly, with my whole heart and will^ 
obey^ and satisfy your highness^ pleasure and desire in 
that behalf; as she which both hath and shall always 
be ready to serve your majesty to my possible power, 
as my most bounden duty is, and therewithal pray 
daily to Almighty God to preserve your most royal 
estate in honour and virtue long to prosper. From 
Beaulieu, the 3rd of December. 

Your majesty'^s most humble sister, 

Mary. 

To the King's most 
Excellent Majesty. 



LETTER CXXII. 

Elizabeth^ Jjuiy Cromwell^ to Sir Wm. Cecil, a.d. 1562. 

[dOMBSTIC RECOBDS, T£MP. EDW. VI., MO. 442. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,} 

\* The abbey of Launde was bestowed on Gregory and Elizabeth 
Cromwell by Henry YIII. in February, 1541,* and after the death 
of the husband in 1551, it was the principal residence of his widow. 
The nieces who are mentioned in the following letter were four 
of the six daughters of the disgraced Protector Somerset, who wen 
committed by the Privy Council to the guardianship of their aunt. 



After the due manner of my most hearty com- 
mendations unto you, good Master Cecil, I dare not 
think any unkindness that my lady, your bed-fellow, 
and you did not, according to your promise, see the 
poor house of Launde. I ensure you it would have 
been greatly to my comfort, and I most heartily pray 
• Report. Originalia, 32 Hen. YIII. Addit. MS. 6365, foL 174 b. 
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you, when you come into these our parts again, to 
take my poor house as your own, where you shall be 
so heartily welcome as my heart can think to the 
nearest friend I have in the world. 

Your great gentleness, many ways shewed towards 
me, emboldeneth me to trouble you with these my 
letters, 'whereby it may please you to understand that, 
where it pleased the king's majesty and his most 
honourable council to will me to take into my tuition 
my four nieces, I thought it my duty, and the rather 
being moved by your friendly advice declared unto mo 
by your gentle letters, to satisfy the counciPs honour- 
able requests and not to refuse them ; although, if I 
should have declared unto my said honourable lords 
at that time what charge and other cares I, being now 
a lone woman, am troubled with, I doubt not but it 
would have pleased them, of their honours, to have 
accepted in good part my reasonable cause to have 
refused them. Wherefore, considering with myself the 
weighty burden and care which nature bindeth me to 
be mindful of, as well for the bestowing of my own 
children, as also for such poor family as my late lord and 
husband hath left me unprovided for, enforceth me to 
require your help and advice, that hereafter, about 
Christmas next, or shortly after then, by your good 
means, my said honourable lords of the council may 
understand that, when my said nieces have accom- 
plished a full year with me, then my trust is that they 
shall beotherwhere provided for and bestowed than with 
me : trusting that there be places enough where they 
may be, better than with me ; and, as I do perceive 
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by tbem maoy ways, modi mote to their ovneoiiteiit- 
aiioiui and pleaADgB. And even as I was bold to write 
nnto the king ' a higfanefif^ mort bonoiaaUe ooondl, that 
I, being a lone woman, not n^ any ci my kinsfolk, 
whereby I the rather am destitnte of friendly adnce 
an<l coiniBd, how to use myself in the mle of such 
company as now I am careful of, so now I am Jikewise 
bold to declare the same unto you, being not at any 
time either instructed by you or any other of my said 
honoarable lords, how to use my said nieces ; eono- 
dering that I have, in some cases, thought good thai; 
my said nieces should not all whoDy be their own 
guides, but rather willing them to follow mine advice, 
which they have not taken in such good part as my 
good meaning was, nor according to my expectation 
in them. 

Trusting, therefore^ ao much in your worship, that 
you will so tender my aforesaid desire, as the same 
may so come to pass that my request herein may be 
satisfied in convenient time, and without any dis- 
ploasuro towards me for my good meaning. AiMithns 
I beseech the living Ood to send yon continual health 
and much increase of honour. From Launde, the 
25th of October, 1552. 

Yours always assured to her power, 

Elizabeth Cbomwsix. 
To the Right Honourable Sir William 

Cecil, Knight, one of the king'^ 

highiUMMf priTj eenncily 

Give! 
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lETTER CXXIII. 

Prmcess Btu^xbeih to the Ihtke ofNttrtkunAerhmd. 
A.D. 1558. 

[usn VITA PI ausABETTA, VOL. i^ P. 206. ItaUoiu} 

My lovd duke, 

My sister wd I were, some dsys ago, apprined of 
the plots and oabals vhioh your ambition for the 
advancement of your own house has led you to form, 
in order to exclude us both from the successico to 
the crown. We were not, however, wiUmg to give 
caredit to these reports ; because we could not conoeive 
that a gentleman of your merit, of whom we hold so 
good an opinion, and who evinced, when you took 
the reins of government of this kingdom, such ardour 
and aekl in the defence of laws and justice, was 
eapable of doing one of the most scandalous acts of 
ii]^u8tioe-«-^that of inducing and even forcing an 
innocent king, when in the languor of bodily infirmity, 
to exclude, under foolish suspicions and ill-founded 
pretexts, by a surreptitious and violent will, the 
lawful heirs of the crown — ^those who have been so 
recognised by will* and by a legitimate act of open 
parliament. 

Now, why do us this injusticel Is it to call to the 
inheritance of the crown persons more remotely 
allied^ of other blood, and other name, merdy 
because they are your rdiaticms ! Is this the &ir 
renown that the king our dear brother and sover^pn 
• That of Henry VIII. 
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lord, will, througli your mad piwion, loLwe bdiind, 
if God sbonld take Um from us ! la thia the mighty 
hcmoor your lordahip wiD gain — to make use of your 
present power, only to exclude from the succession 
the rightful daughters of king Henry our father, and 
the sisters on the father's side of king Edward, to 
bring in the daughters of the duke of Suffolk, who 
has had no other claim than that of haying married 
one of our aunts t Is this the illustrious glory that 
you are to acquire among foreign nations, when they 
shall know that, by your passion and ambition, are 
violated and broken the most sacred laws of this 
kingdom and the legitimate rights of the succession 
to the throne ? 

However, we console ourselves in the hope, that 
that heaven which is adverse to wrongs done upon 
earth, will restore; health to our royal brother, and 
give him time to discover that he has been over- 
reached and ill-counselled ; and to your lordship time 
for repentance for your machinations against the 
glory of the king, the tranquillity of the kingdom, 
the laws of the state, the rights of the crown, and oiir 
individual interests. But if God wills otherwise, we 
hope that He, the guardian of justice,' will take in hand 
our cause, so trampled upon by your lordship ; and 
that the parliament and the judges, who are the 
defenders of the laws and of the crown, will draw us 
out of that oppression into which your ambition has 
cast us. I remain, meanwhile, in that state in which 

vou have placed me, 

Elizabeth. 
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LET.TER CXXIV. 

Grace^ Countess of Shrewsbury ^ to the Earl of Shrewsbury. 
A.D. 1553. 

[TALBOT T'APEBS, VOL. P., FOL. 22^ COLLEGE OF ARMS. OH^tfUl/.] 

•♦♦ The Comitess Grace was the daughter of Robert Shakerly, 
Esq., of LongBdon, Derbyshire, and the second wife of Francis, fifth 
earl of Shrewsbury. She died in August, 1558, two years before the-, 
decease of her husband, by whom she had no children. 

The earl of Shrewsbury was, in the first year of Queen MAry*8 
reign, appointed president of the council in the north. 



After my most hearty commendations unto your 
good lordsbip; the same shall be advertised that, 
yesternight, as the queen's majesty came from even- 
song, which was sung in the chapel by all the singing- 
men of the same, with playing of the organs of the 
solemnest manner, her highness called me unto her, 
and asked me when your lordship rode towards the 
north ; and, when I had told her grace, she held up 
her hands, and besought God to send you good 
health, and soon to see you again ; and also prayed 
God to send you good success in her affairs in that 
country, with many other good and comfortable 
words towards your lordship, too long here to write, 
whereby I perceive her highness to be somewhat 
doubtful of the quietness of that country. Wherefore 
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good my lord, let her highness have a letter from 
you, as soon as you come to York, of the state of 
the countries thereabouts, and how they take her 
grace's new service, wherewith her highness much 
rejoices to hear her subjects well pleased. 

And, after that, by reason the warrant for your 
commission for the presidentship was not signed, I 
moved her grace for it ; and she were sorry it was so 
[long] delayed ; and straightway commanded my lord 
of Arundel [to send] to my lord chancellor for it, 
and so signed it straightway. 

Her highness were so much my good lady, that 
(she) commanded me whatever I lacked I should be 
bold to come to her grace ; for she would be my 
husband unto your lordship returned again. My 
lord, you shall understand that my lord of Arundel 
fihowed himself very friendly unto me, and hath been 
^ith me divers times, and asks me what I lack, very 
gently. Other news here is not as yet, but that my 
lord Courtnay this day shall be created earl of 
Devonshire ; and what other things shall chance here, 
v^rorthy advertisement, your lordship shall be sure to 
hear from me from time to time, by the grace of our 
Lord, who send you long good health. 

From Richmond, this 3rd day of September, 1553. 

Your lordship's loving wife, 

G. Shrewsbuby. 
To my Lord. 
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LETTER CXXV. 
Grace, Countess of Shretosburi/, to the Earl her husband, 

[TALBOT PAPERS^ VOL. O., FOL. 1. COLLEGE OF ASMS. Original'} 

My lord, 

After my most hearty and humble commendations 
unto your good lordship, you shall understand that I 
have received yours by Bateman, wherein I perceive 
that your lordship is in health, thanks be unto Ood, 
and were welcome to the court, both to the king'^s 
majesty and the council. Also, I perceive that your 
lordship intendeth to have the next sitting at York, 
and that I shall send up Bradshaw to you, to whom I 
pray you give credit, for he can inform you more 
than I have written. Also, I pray you that I may 
have word where I shall have venison against the 
sitting, if you come not home before that time. 

Also, the building at Sheffield Lodge goeth well 
forward. My lord Talbot and my lady* be both in 
health, and came with me to York, and there 
remained with me a se'nnight. Also, my lord of 
Cumberland ^ hath sent me word by Elstoft, his 
servant, that ho will be with me this next week, for 
he would fain speak with me. And, for the matter 
concerning Francis Gayle and my niece, I pray you 

* George, afterwards sixth earl of Shrewsbury, and Lady Gertmde 
Maimers, his first wife. 

^ Henry Clifford, who, about the year 1551, had married Anne, 
daughter of Lord Dacres, and niece of the earl of Shrewsbury. See 
letter of Lord Dacres to the earl of Shrewsbury, Lambeth MS. 695, 
foL C.31. 
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take no more pains therein, for old Mr. Gayle saith 

that he hath charged his son upon his blessing to 

make no further $uit, neither to her nor to none of 

her friends, seeing they make it so stcange. 

Also, my lord, I pray you to bring me a piece of 

cloth at your coming down, to make pillow-covers.* 

And thus I bid your lordship most heartily farewell, 

with much honour and long health. From York, this 

15th day of June. 

By your loving and obedient wife, 

* G. 'Shkewbbury. 
To my Lord. 



LETTER eXXVI. 

Z.ady Elizabeth Dacres to Grace, Countess of Shrewsbury, 

[TALBOT PAPEBS, TOL. 0., FOL..10. GOLLBGE OF ASMS. OrigUUil,] 

%* A letter fsom Lady Elizabeth Daeres, dasghter of Geoi^, 
fiourth earl, and sister of Fraads, fifth earl of Shrewsbury, has 
been previously given. The Talbot Papers contain, besides the two 
following, a third, dated November 3rd, 1555, requesting her brother 
to lavour two servants of her husband in obtaining redress iov aoaie 
grievances ; and in the Cottonian MSS. is another addressed to the 
duke of Norfolk on her becoming a widow in 1566.^ 



My very good lady and sister, 

After my most heartiest commendations unto your 

^ood ladyship, with like thanks for your ^eat pains 

taken here at Skipton with my daughter of Cumber- 

land,c and also for your manifold gentleness that at 

•r PyUovero* in the oxjg. ^ Appendix audx. fol. 6. 

<: Anne Dacres, wife of Henry Clifford, earl of Cumberland. 
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all times I have received at your hands. And 

v^hereas at your being here I did partly declare 

my mind unto you that I were at this instant very 

needful of money, thinking no less with myself than 

to have received so much as would havfi served my 

turn at the hands of Mr. Blount of the rents of 

Ekenton. Albeit I do perceive that he hath sent 

the same unto Carlisle, by one Mr. Salkwood, a 

gentleman of that country. Wherefore this shall be 

most heartily to desire your good ladyship to be a 

mean to my lord, your husband, to stand so good 

lord unto me at this present as to lend me the sum of 

lOZ. until that time I shall come unto Carlisle, and 

then so conveniently as I come thither I shall repay 

again the same sum, at such day as it shall please my 

lord or your ladyship to appoint. I shall then not 

fail to send it unto your good ladyship. And herein 

jpu may shew me a great pleasure, and that I may 

account myself unto you most bounden for the same, 

as at all times I have been no less sundry ways here 

afore time. Wherefore I pray God that I may be 

once able to recompense your great kindness. And 

herein, with my most heartiest commendations to my 

very good lord, your husband, do even so beseech 

Almighty God long to preserve your good ladyship 

in health, with much increase of honour. From 

Skipton, the 22nd of this instant month of December. 

Your very loving sister-in-Jaw, 

Elizabbth Dagbb. 
To my rery loving 8iBte]vin*Iaw, 
the Gountens of Shrewebmy. 
Unto her good hidyship, giTO 
this. 
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LETTER CXXVII. 
Lady Elizabeth Dacres to the Earl of Shrewsbury. 

[TALBOT PAPSBS, TOL. O., FOL. 14. COLLEGE OF ARMS. Original.] 

My very good lord and brother, 

In my most humble and hearty manner I recom- 
mend me unto your good lordship. Pleaseth the 
same to be advertised, I have received a letter and 
ten pounds money of your servant this bearer, for 
which I most heartily thank your lordship, and shall 
not fail to pay you the same again when I am able, 
God willing, who have your good lordship in his 
blessed tuition. From Morpeth, the 29th day of 
December. 

Your loving sister, 

Elizabeth Dacre. 
To my very good lord and brother, 
my Lord Shrewsbury's good 
lordship. 



LETTER CXXVIII. 
Lady Jane Grey to Queen Mary. a.d. 1553. 

[POLLINI ISTORIA ECCLESIASTICA DELLA RIYOLUZION d'iNGHJ 

P. 355. Italian.'} 

%* The document now presented to the reader is entitled by Pol- 
lini a letter from the Lady Jane Grey to Queen Mary ; but it bears 
rather the character of a statement drawn up for the queen, since it 
has no address, subscription, or signature. It contains a simple and 
circumstantial detail, in her own words, of the leading incidents in 
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the Bhorfc-liyed regality of ^ Jane the queen." The remarkable fact 
that she believed two attempts had been made upon her life has been 
little noticed or known. Its mention stamps additional authenticity 
on the letter, because those attempts must of course have been made 
by the Catholic party, and would never have been repeated by a 
zealous Catholic like Pollini, on any uncertain authority. Cavendish, 
a contemporary writer, gentleman usher to Cardinal Wolsey, thus 
introduces Lady Jane Grey amongst the visionary phantoms, who 
passed in review before his poetic brain. 

Then saw I a lady that tender was of age, 
Suddenly appear with an headless body ; 

The sight was strange, it abated my courage. 
To see so young a thing to chance on such folly. 
Her head to lose, that might have lived full jolly : 

By signs without words she made me to understand^ . 

To write her dole, that I should take in hand. 

LADY JANE GREY. 
By signs she taught me thus to write : 

As though (quoth she) why did ye me deceive, 
- With feigning fantasy against all equity and rights 
The regal powers unjustly to receive, 
To serve your turns, I do right well perceive ; 
For I was your instrument to work your purpose by,. 
All was but falsehood to blear withal mine eye. 

Your creeping and kneeling to me, poor innocent, 
Brought me to weaning, with your persuasions, 

That all was truth, which you untruly meant ; 
Such were your arguments, such were your reasons,, 
Made to me at sundry times and seasons. 

Your subtle dealing deceived hath both you and me. 

Dissimulation will not serve, now may you see. 

My sorrows are treble and full of double woe. 
To remember the tragedy, and woeful case. 

That to my father, my husband, and me also 
Is happened, through folly and lack of grace ; 
It causeth the tears to run down my face, 

And to lament your misfortune and mine. 

By such blind folly to fall into ruin. 

N 2 
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F«rewell^ madam ! ■fiurewdllyJiwIy'mother ! 
Farewell, my sisters ! fiiFew^,iiiyirimd&«ll ! 

Htlp tts with your ipvayers, oar prayers^totfiirt&er 
XFnto CM Almighty, the Lordsapemal, 
That ke of hia grace will mito himiSSU 

Hbe sonlsof his creatures thatdsowtUsth dsad ; 

WiMchrbythetlaws faath^rsoeivedwir juaad.* 



Although my fault be such that, 'but for the good- 
ness and clemency of the queen, I can have no hope 
of finding pardon, nor in craving forgiveness, having 
given ear to those who at that time appeared, not 
only to myself, but also to a great part of this realm, 
to be wise, and now have manifested tiienoselves the 
contrary, not only to my and then* great detriment, 
but with the common disgrace and blame of all, they 
having with such shameful boldness made so blame- 
able and dishonourable an attempt to give to others 
that which was >not. theirs, neither did it 'beoome me 
to accept (wherefore rightly and justly am I ashamed 
to ask pardon for suoh,a crime), nevertheless, I trust 
in God that as now I know and confess my want of 
prudence, for which I deserve heavy punishment, 
except for the very "great mercy of your majesty, 
I can still on many grounds conceive hope of your 
infinite clemency, it being known that the error 
imputed to me has not been altogether caused by 
myself- Because, although my fault may be great, 
and I confess it to be so, nevertheless I am charged 
and esteemed guilty more than I have deserved. For 
whereas I might take oipon me that of which I was 
not worthy, yet no one can ever say either that I 

* Cayendish's Life of Wolsey, Singer's edit. vol. iL p. 156. 
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4Mnigfat it-aff-my own, on that I was pleased with it or 
ever accepted it. For when it was pubKcly reported 
•fliat there was no more hope of the king's life, as the 
dnohess of Northumberland had before promised that 
I should remain in the house with my mother, so she, 
haviBg understood this soon after from her husband, 
who was the first that toH it to me, did not wish me 
to 'leave my house, saying io me that if God should 
'have willed to call the king "to his mercy, of whose 
life -there was no longer any hope, it would be need- 
ful for me to go immediately to the Tower, I being 
made by his majesty heir of his realm. Which 
words being spoken to me thus unexpectedly, put me 
in great perturbation, and greatly disturbed nay 
mind, as yet soon after they oppressed me much 
more. But I, nevertheless, making little account of 
these words, delayed not to go from my mother. So 
that the duchess of Northumberland was angry with 
me and with the duchess my mother, saying that, if 
.«he had resolved to keep me in the house, she should 
have kept her son, my husband, near her, to whom 
she thought I would certainly have gone, and she 
would have been free from the charge of me. And, 
in truth, I remained in her house two or three nights, 
but at length obtained leave to go to Chelsea, for my 
Tecreation, where soon after, being sick, I was sum- 
moned by the comici), giving me to understand that 
I must go that same night to Sion, to receive that 
which had been ordered for me by the king. AnJ 
she who brought me this news was the lady-Sidney, 
my sister-in-'law, the daughter of the duke of North- 
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umberland, who told me wi^th extraordinary serious- 
ness that it was necessary for me to go with her, 
which I did.- When we arrived there, we found no 
one, but soon after came the duke of Northumber- 
land, the marquis of Northampton, the earl of 
Arundel, the earl of Huntingdon, and the'"earl of 
Pembroke. By which lords I was long Iheld in con- 
versation, before they announced to me the death of 
the king, especially by the earls of Huntingdon and 
Pembroke, who, with unwonted caresses and pleasant- 
ness, did me such reverence as was not at all suitable 
to my state, kneeling down before me on the ground, 
and in many other ways making semblance of honour- 
ing me. And acknowledging me as their sovereign 
lady (so that they made me blush with infinite con- 
fusion), at length they brought to me the duchess 
Frances my mother, the duchess of Northumberland, 
and the marchioness of Northampton. The duke 
of Northumberland, as president of the council, 
announced the death of King Edward, shewing after- 
ward what cause we had all to rejoice for the 
virtuous and praiseworthy life that he had led, as 
also for his very good death. Furthermore, he pre- 
tended to comfort himself and the by-standers by 
praising much his prudence and goodness, for the 
very great care that he had taken of his kingdom at 
the very close of his life, ^having prayed God to 
defend it from the Popish faith and to deliver it 
from the rule of his evil sisters. He then said that 
his majesty had well weighed an act of parliament, 
wherein it was already resolved that whoever should 
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acknowledge the most serene Mary, that is your most 
serene majesty, or the lady Elizabeth, and receive 
them as true heirs of the crown of England, these 
should be held all for traitors, one of them having 
formerly been disobedient to her father, Henry the 
8th, and also to himself, concerning the truth of 
religion, and afterwards also capital enemies of the 
Word of God, and both bastards. Wherefore in no 
manner did he wish that they should be heirs of him 
and of that crown, he being able in every way to 
disinherit them. And therefore, before his death, he 
gave order to the council that, for the honour they 
owed to him, and for the love they bare to tho 
realm, and for the affection that was due to their 
country, they should obey this his last will. The 
duke then added that I was the heir named by his 
majesty to succeed to the crown, and that my sisters 
should likewise succeed me in case of my default of 
issue. At which words all the lords of the council 
kneeled down before me, telling me that they ren- 
dered to me the honour that was due to my person, 
I being, of true and direct lineage, heir to that 
crown, and that it became them in the best manner 
to observe that which, with deliberate mind, they 
had promised to the king, even to shed their blood, 
exposing their own lives to death. Which things, as 
soon as I had heard, with infinite grief of mind, how 
I was beside myself stupified and troubled, I will 
leave it to those lords who were present to testify, 
who saw me, overcome by sudden and unexpected 
grief, fall on the ground, weeping very bitterly ; and 
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iihen, declaring to them my msuffieienoy, I greatly 
bewailed myself for the death of so noble .a. prince, 
jmd at the same time turned myself to-God, hmnbty 
spraying and beseeching him, that if what ^as given 
.to me was rightly and lawfully mine^ his Divine 
Majesty would grant me such grace and spirit that I 
might govern it to his glory and service, and to the 
advantage of this realm. 

On the day following (as is known to every one) 
I was conducted to the Tower, and shortly after- 
wards were presented to me by the marquis of 
Winchester, lord high treasurer^ the jewels, with 
which he also brought me the crown, although it had 
never been demanded from him by me or by any <»ie 
in my name ; and he further wished me to put it on 
my head, to try whether it really becmne me well or 
no. The which, although with many excuses, I refused 
to do, he nevertheless added that I might take it 
without fear, and that another also should be madeto 
crown my husband wiili me. Which thmg I, for my 
part, heard truly with a troubled mind, and with ill 
will, even with infinite grief and displeasure of heart. 
And/after thesaid lord'was gone, and I was reasonii^ 
of many things ^th my husband, he assented that if 
he were to be made king, he would be made so by me, 
by act of parliament. But afterwards I sent for the 
earls of Arundel and Pembroke, and said to them 
that, if the crown belonged to me, -I should be content 
to make my husband a duke, but 'would never consent 
to make him king. Which 'resolution of mine gave 
his mother (Idiis my opinion being related to her) 
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great cause for anger and disdain, bo that she, being 
very iingi^ with me and greatly displeased, persuaded 
Jber :80n mot to sleep with me anyilonger as he was 
wont to do, affirming to me moreover that he did not 
wish in any wise to be a duke but a king. So that I 
was'oonstrained to send to him the earls of Arundel 
and Pembroke, who had negociated with him to come, 
from me, otherwise I knew that the next morning he 
would have gone to Sion. 

And thus in truth was I deceived by the duke and the 
council, and ill treated by my husband and his mother. 
Moreover (as Sir John Gates has confessed) he (the 
duke) was the first to persuade king Edward to make 
me his heir. As to the rest,for my part, I know not 
-what the council may have determined to do, but I 
know for certain that, twice during this time, poison 
was given to me, <first in the house of the duchess of 
Northumberland, and afterwards here in the Tower, 
as I have the best and most certain testimony, besides 
that since that time all my hair has fallen off. And 
all these things I have wished to say for the witness 
of my innocence and the disburdening of my 
conscience. 



LETTER CXXIX. 
Princess Elizabeth to Lady Knollys, a.d. 1553. 

[LANSDO'WNE MS., NO. 94, ART. 10.] 

*^ Lady Knollys was cousin to the Princess Elizabeth, being the 
daughter of Anne Boleyn's elder sister Mary, by her first husband, 
William Carey. He and his wife, being adherents of the Protestant 
faith, were compelled to fly from the Marian persecution, and it was 
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on that occasion that the followmg letter was written. It is curious, 
as affording the earliest specimen of the peculiarly abrupt, senten- 
tious, and elaborated style of composition in which Elizabeth after- 
wards greatly delighted. Lady KnoUys was afterwards a personal 
friend and attendant of Elizabeth when queen* 



Relieve your sorrow for your far journey with joy 

of your short return, and think this pilgrimage 

rather a proof of your friends, than a leaving of your 

country. The length of time, and distance of place, 

separates not the love of friends, nor deprives not 

the shew of good-will. An old saying, when bale is 

lowest boot is nearest : when your need shall be most 

you shall find my friendship greatest. Let others 

promise, and I will do, in words not more, in deeds 

as much. My power but small, my love as great as 

them whose gifts may tell their friendship's tale, let 

will supply all other want, and oft sending take the 

lieu of often sights. Your messengers shall not 

return empty, nor yet your desires unaccomplished. 

Lethe's flood hath here no course, good memory 

hath greatest stream. And, to conclude, a word 

that hardly I can say, I am driven by need to write, 

farewell, it is which in the sense one way I wish, the 

other way I grieve. 

Your loving cousin and ready friend. 

Cor rotto. 
Endorsed—*' 1553, 

Copy of a letter written 

by the Lady Elizabeth's 

grace, 

To the Lady KnoUys." 
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LETTER CXXX. 

Mary Queen of Scots to Queen Mary of England, 
A.o. 1554. 

[SCOTTISH ROYAL LETTEIIS, VOL. I. ART. 86. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph,^ 

*^* The present letter is the earliest autograph of Mary queen 
of Scots known to be in existence, and is several years antecedent 
in date to any letter hitherto published ; the first, in Prince Laba- 
nolTs inestimable collection, being written in 1558 or 1559. The 
handwriting is childish but regular ; lines were ruled in the ori- 
ginal, by a slight indentation of the paper — the '* Marie/' which 
bears a strong resemblance to her well-known signature in later days, 
being guided by lines both at the top and bottom. A. facsimile is 
appended to the present volume. 



Madam, my good sister, 

Since the Sieur d'^Oysel, the king^s lieutenant in 
Scotland, is returning, I have requested him, in pass- 
ing through your kingdom, to visit you from me, and 
thank you, as I do most affectionately, for the kindly 
friendship of which you give me assurance in your 
last letter, and to tell you that for my part I have 
determined to correspond to it so sincerely tliat, if it 
please God, there shall be a perpetual remembrance 
that there were two queens in this island at the same 
time, as united in inviolate friendship as they are in 
blood and near lineage. About which, and about all 
which he will give you to understand from me, I pray 
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you, madam, my good sister, to believe him just as 

you would the very person of 

Your good sister and cousin, 

Marie. 
To madam, my good sister, 
the Queen of England. 
Endorsed — ** The^young Scottish queen to 
the queen's majesty." 



LETTER CXXXL 
Queen Mary to Lord Chandos. a.d. 1554!« 

[cotton. MS., CLEOPATBA, E. V., POL. 380.] 

*«* The character of ^ bloody Queen Mary,'' ss she has so kag 
been designated, has been the subject of much dispute and misie- 
presentation. Protestant zeal in the reign of Elizabeth heaped upon 
her every epithet of opprobrium, and represented her as alike hideous 
in mind and person ; while the latitudinarian charity of modem days, 
anxious to do justice to one so greatly wronged, has represented her 
as all that is mild and noble, generous and higlMninded. The: truth 
seems to lie between the two. Mary's natural disposition was fizm 
but amiable, and the sorrows of her eariy life had exercised a soften- 
ing influence over it ; but such was the fearful influence of the £rath 
which «he professed, and to which she conscientiously adhered, that it 
urged her on to deeds of cruelty and blood, from which a wonum's 
heart might well have shrunk. During her brief reign,. 277 pezsoiu, 
including fiye bishops, suffered martyrdom, and nearly as many died in 
prison through hunger and other cruelties.^ 

The Harleian MS., 424, contains a doggerel poem in 33 stanzas, ad- 
dressed by a Protestant to Queen Mary, on the lat of October 1553, 
commencing, *' O lovesome rose, most redolent," and containing in 
the first few stanzas some complimentary allusions, but soon diverging 
to the main business of the poem, which is an earnest remonstnooe 
against the restoration of popialL idolatry. 

* Harleian Miscellany, toI. i. p. 212. 
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noble queeD, take heed, take heed, 

Beware your own intent ; 
Look ere you leap, then shall you speed. 

For haste maketh many skent (lost). 

« « « 

What great presumption doth appear, 

Thus, in a week or twain. 
To work more shame than in 7 year 

Can be redressed again. 

« « « 

That miserable masking mass, 

Whieh all:good men doth hate, 
Is now by you brought in again. 

The root of all debate. 

Poor ministers that loveth God's word, 

They feel this bitter rod ; 
Who are robbed from house and goods. 

As though there were no Gk)d. 

« « « • 

-Hath God thus high exalted you, 
And set you in a crown I 
That you should prison and deface 
His flock that maketh moan 1 

The Lord, who doth his flock defend. 

As the apple of an eye. 
Of these will quickly make an end — 

And banish cruelty. 

Therefore, my counsel if you take, 

And think thereof no scorn. 
You shall find it the best counsel. 

You had since you were bom. 

These miserable rhymes contain the exposition of the sentiments 
)f the greater part of Mary's subjects ; but Vhich, in her zeal, she 
ittle regarded. 

The. following is the mandate for the exeoation of the Protestent 
Bishop Hooper, which took place on the second of February, 1554, 



Whereas John Hooper, who of late was called 
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Bishop of Worcester and Gloucester, is, by due 
order of the laws ecclesiastic, condemned and judged 
for a most obstinate, false, detestable heretic, and 
committed to our secular power, to be burned accord- 
ing to the wholesome and good laws of our realm in 
that case provided : forasmuch as in those cities and 
the diocese thereof, he hath in times past preached 
and taught most pestilent heresies and doctrine to 
our subjects there. We have, therefore, given order, 
that the said Hooper, who yet persisteth obstinate, 
and hath refused mercy, when it was graciously 
offered, shall be put to execution in the said city 
of Gloucester, for the example and terror of others, 
such as he hath there seduced and mistaught, and 
because he hath done most harm there ; and will that 
you, calling unto you some of reputation, dwelling in 
the shire, (such as you think best) shall repair unto 
our said city, and be at the said execution, assisting 
our mayor and sheriffs of the same city, in this 
behalf. 

g^'And forasmuch also as the said Hooper is, as 
heretics be, a vain-glorious person, and delighteth 
in his tong ue, and, having liberty, may use his said 
tongue to p ersuade such as he hath seduced to per- 
sist in the miserable opinion that he hath sown 
amongst them ; our pleasure is, therefore, and we 
require you to take order that the said Hooper be, 
neither at the time of his execution nor in going to 
the place thereof, suffered to speak at large, but 
thither to be led, quietly and in silence, for eschewing 
of further infection, and such inconvenience as may 
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otherwise ensue in this part. Whereof fail you 
not, as you tender our pleasure. 

Endorsed — 

« A true copy of an old paper 
in my custody, which seems to be 
the first draught of a letter 
from the queen to the lord 
Chandos, &c., who went to see 
execution done on Bishop Hooper. 

Thom. Tanner." 



LETTER CXXXII. 

Queen Mary /. to Sir Hugh Pollard and others. 
A.D. 1554. 

[domestic records, temp. MARY I., NO. 19. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,} 

*«* The repugnance of the English nation in general to the 
alliance of their queen with a foreigner and a Catholic is strongly 
proved by the two following letters. 



By the Queen. 
Mary, the Queen, 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
where certain lewd and ill-disposed persons, minding 
to set forth their devilish seditious purposes, some to 
the hinderance of the true Catholic religion and divine 
service, now by the goodness of God restored within 
this our realm, other of a traitorous conspiracy against 
our person and state royal, have of late, and still do, 
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maliciously publish many false rumours of the coming 
of the high and mighty prince, our dearest cousin the 
prince of Spain, and others of that nation into thig 
our realm : albeit we pothing doubt but all our good 
loving subjects of the honest sort have that affiance 
of us, that we neither have nor will, during our Ufe, 
agree to any thing that may be to the hinderance 
or prejudice of the ancient liberties, freedoms, and 
commonwealth of this our realm and subjects : yet, to 
satisfy such as, through the crafty malice of other, be 
perchance abused with this thing, we have caused 
the very true effect of the articles of the treaty, lately 
concluded, to be delivered to sundry persons of credit, 
to be by them published in sundry parts of our realm : 
wherewith, as we do right well know, the great part 
of our subjects be (as they have good cause) right 
well satisfied ; so being credibly informed that the 
great number of our good subjects of that our county 
of Devon have shewed themselves well willing to obey 
and serve us, notwithstanding some lewd praotioes 
of late unnaturally attempted, and many false and 
untrue reports spread among them ; we have thought 
good to signify unto you by these our letters that we 
take and accept the same in very thankful part, and 
shall not fail to have it in our good remembrance. 
Which our good determination, towards them our 
pleasure is you shall cause to be published unto them j 
so as the good, being thereby the better comforted to 
continue in their duties of allegiance, may take the 
better, heed, and beware of the authors of these or 
any such like false bruits and- rumours ;. whereby at 
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they shall best provide for their own. sureties^ quiet, 
and preservation, so shall we not fail to see them 
succoured and provided for, and be glad to show omv 
self their good and gracious lady as often as any 
occasion may serve. 

Given under oiu* signet at our manor of St. James, 
iiie 22nd of January, the first year of oiu* reign. 

To our tiTBtj and well-beloved, Sir 
Hugh Pollard^ Sir John St. Leger, 
Sir Richard Edgoombe, and Sir 
John Fulford, Knights ; and to 
ewryof fhem. 



LETTER CXXXIII. 

Queen Mary to the Nobilitf^ cf England, a.d. 1554. 

[tanwbr M8., NO. 90, FOL. 196. BODLEIAN LIBRARY. Original^ 

By the. Q.UEEN. 
Mart, the Queen, 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet 3^u well. 
And where the Duke of Suffolk, and his bretliren, 
with divers other persons, forgetting their truth and 
duty of allegiance which they owe to God and us, 
and also the great mercy which the said duke hath 
lately received of us, be, as we are surely informed, 
revolted, and maliciously conspired together to stir 
our people and subjects most unnaturally to rebel* 
against us and the laws lately made by authority of 
parliament for the restitution of the tru^ Catholic 
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Christian religion ; making their only pretence never- 
theless (though falsely) to let the coming in of the 
prince of Spain and his train, spreading most false 
rumours that the said prince and the Spaniards 
intend to conquer this our realm, whereas his said 
coming is for the great honour and surety of us and 
our said realm, as we doubt not God will in the end 
make a most plain demonstration to the comfort of 
all our good subjects. Therefore, trusting in your 
fidelity, valiantness, and noble courage, to serve us 
and our said realm against the said traitors and 
rebels, we require you, immediately upon the sight 
hereof, to put yourself in order to repress the same, 
with all the power, puissance, and force you can pos- 
sibly make of horsemen and footmen, as well of your 
own servants^ tenants, and friends, as others under 
your rule. To the levying, raising, and leading of 
which force we give you full power and authority by 
these present. Willing you further to have a vigilant 
eye to all such as spread those false rumours^ and 
them to apprehend and commit to ward, to be ordered 
as the law requireth. And to the intent our good 
subjects shall fully understand upon how false a 
ground the said traitors build, and how honourably 
wo have concluded to marry with the said prince, we 
send unto you the articles of our said convention of 
marriage. Wherefore, right trusty and well-beloved, 
as you be a noble man, and bear good heart to us 
your liege lady and country, now acquit yourself ac- 
cording to your bounden duty which you owe to God 
and us. And we shall consider the same, God 
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willing, as shall be to the good comfort of you and 
yours. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of St. James, 
the 27th of January, the first year of our reign. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 

Queen Mary to the Earl of Sussex. 

[cotton. MS., TITUS, B. II. FOL. 123. Original.] 

By the Queen. 
Mary, the queen. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And forasmuch as divers seditious persons traitor- 
ously conspiring together have raised a most un- 
natural and perilous rebellion against us, our laws, 
and dignity royal, tending to the utter destruction of 
this our realm, if speedy remedy be not provided : 
We do therefore charge and require you, as you tender 
the surety of our person, and the preservation of this 
your native country, that, raising all the force of able 
men that you be able to make of your servants, 
tenants, friends, and others under your rules and 
offices, you do with the same, in warlike manner, 
repair towards us with all possible speed. Wherein 
the more earnest expedition you make, the more 
acceptable service shall you minister unto us. 

This matter requireth so much the more haste for 
that many of the said rebels have openly said that 
they want not, in these their detestable doings, the 

VOL. III. o 
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aid and succours of oertaia of our aueient euomijas ia 
foreign parts. 

Given under our signet, at our palace of West- 
minster, the 30th of January, the first year of our 
reign. 

To our right trusty and right 
well-beloved cousin and 
councillor, the Earl of Sussex. 



LETTER CXXXV. 

Queen Mary I. to King Philip. 

[cotton. MS. YESPASiAM, FOL. III. ABT. 24 B. 19. Holography French,] 

*»* The morbid sensibility of Queen Mary's temperament led her 
to regard her husband, Philip of Spain, with a degree of tendernesB 
which he ill repaid. Her instructions to the lord privy seal, Edward, 
Earl of Derby, when he went over to negotiate Uie marriage, were 
— << First, to tell the king the whde state of the realm, with all 
' things appertaining to the same, as much as you know to be true. 

'< Second, to obey his commandment in all things. 

<' Thirdly, in all things he shall ask your advice, to declare the 
same, as becometh a faithful counsellor to do." ■ 

The present letter fully bears out the spirit of the directions. The 
queen's assurances to her betrothed of the welcome he will meet in 
England are very inconsistent with the tenor of the three preceding 
letters. 



Sir, my good and constant Ally, 

Knowing that the ambassador of the emperor, iny 
lord and good father, resident at my court, was des- 
patching the bearer hereof to your highness ;, although 
^ CottoBr MS. Yetp. F« iil, ari 21. Httlograph^ 
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you have not privately written to me since our aUiance 
has been negotiated, so it is that, feeling myself so 
much obliged by the eineere and true affection which 
you bear me, which you have as much confirmed by 
deeds, as by the letters written to the said ambassa- 
dor and by the negotiation which the Sieur d'Egmont 
and others, and the ambassador of my said lord have 
managed, I could not omit signifying to you my 
good wishes and duty which I have ever to communi- 
cate with you ; and I thank you. very humbly for so 
many good offices, and apprise you at the same time 
that the parliament, which represents the estates of 
my kingdom, has heard the articles of our marriage 
without opposition, inasmuch as they find the con- 
ditions thereof honourable, advantageous, and more 
than reasonable, which puts me in entire confidence, 
that your coming hither will be certain and agreeable. 

And, hoping shortly to supply the remainder ver- 
bally, I will make an end at present, praying the 
Creator to grant you, my good and constant Ally, to 
make your journey hither in prosperity and health, 
commending myself very affectionately and humbly to 
your highness. 

At London, 20th April. 

Your entirely assured and most obliged Ally, 

Mart. 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 

Queen Mart/ L to the Justices of Norfolk, a.d. 155 k 

[cotton. MS. TITUS, B. II. FOL. 119.* Orifftrml.^ 

By the Queen. 
Maey the Queen. 
Trusty and well beloved, 

We greet you well : — And whereas we |have here- 
tofore signified our pleasure, both by our proclamation 
generally, and by our letters to many of you particu- 
larly, for the good order and stay of that our county 
of Norfolk from rebellious tumults and uproars ; and 
to have especial regard to vagabonds, and to such as 
did spread any vain prophecies, seditions, false or 
untrue rumours, and to punish them accordingly : 
We hav^, nevertheless, to our no small grief, sundry 
intelligehces of divers and sundry lewd and seditious 
tales, forged and spread by certain malicious persons, 
touching the estate of our person, with many other 
vain and slanderous reports tending to the moving of 
sedition and rebellion : whose faultl passing unpun- 
ished, seemeth either to be winked at, or at least, 
little considered : which is unto us very strange. 

We have, therefore, thought good eftsoons to 
require and command you to be not only more cir- 
cumspect in the good ordering of that our county, 
according to our trust conceived of you, but also to 
use all the best means and ways you can, in the diligent 
examining and searching out from man to man the 
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authors and publishers of these vain prophecies and 
untrue bruits (the very foundation of all rebellion) ; 
and, the same being found, to punish them, as the 
quality of their oflTence shall appear unto you to 
deserve : whereby the malicious sort may be the more 
feared to attempt the like, and our good loving sub- 
jects live in more quiet. 

And, for our better service in this behalf, we think 
good that you divide yourselves into several parts of 
that our county, so that every of you have some part 
in charge ; whereby you may the better boult (sift) 
out the malicious ; and yet, nevertheless, to meet often 
together for the better conferring herein. And that 
you signify your doings and the state of that shire by 
your general letters, once every month at least, to our 
privy council. And, like as we shall consider such of 
you to your advancement, whose diligence shall set 
forwards our service in this part, so shall we have good 
cause to note great negligence and fault in them that 
shall omit their duties in this behalf. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of Saint 
James's, the 23rd of May, the first year of our reign. 

To our trusty and well-beloved 
the Sheriff and Justices of 
Peace of our county of Nor- 
folk, and to every of them. 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 

Princess Elizabeth to King Philip, a.d. 1554. 

[LEn TITl DI ELISABBTTA, VOL. I. P. 285. //o/tafl.] 

%♦ The following letters were written by Elizabeth, on her deli- 
verance from imprLsonment in the Tewer, to which tiie jealousy of 
iier sister's council had consigned her, on sui^icion of her sharing 
in Wyat's rebelAon. 

Sire, 

I have been Mly iBfocmed, and am well peisuaded 
of your generous exertions on my behaU^ to liberate 
me from the wearisome woes of an imfMrisoamient, so 
liard and so tedious, which I should have endured 
with more patience^ if I had been aeoused of any- 
thing less hurtful to my feelings than that ol having 
been wanting in fidelity to the queen my sister. But 
knowing myself as faithful and zealous in her service 
as I am, I eaxmot liiut £ael my heart rant and Uxu^ at 
the mere remembraaee of a <di^aee iJiat could have 
ooade others belienre me capable of (Oven a sinister 
iliought against tibie interests and glory of the queen, 
my lady. Yea, if my heart had been capable of being 
stained only by the shadow of sucJi a thought, I 
would pluck it out with my own hands; and this 
perfect consciousness of my innocence has rendered 
my long and painful imprisonment insupportable. 
God grant, however, that I may never accuse any but 
myself of my misfortune, nor ever cause a shadow of 
reproach to the glory or the justice of the queen, my 
lady. I being fully persuaded that she was moved 
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by my mflncky star to resolve on my imprisonment, 
lier heart i>ehig so generous and so j«st, that she 
could nc(t devise the thought of doing wrong to the 
least of hersuljects, and still less, to her unfortunate 
sister, who never has had other thought than of 
showing her as profound obedience as does the least 
of her servants. 

I do not think that I shall offend the equity, 
clemency, and august goodness of the queen towards 
me, if I render verjr humble thanks to your majesty, 
in that you have had the goodness to espouse so 
generously the cause of my liberty. From a king so 
generous and so august can proceed nothing bnt 
favour : it is this which makes me take the liberty 
humbly to entreat you to continue to me your protec- 
tion, and to be pleased evor to consider me 

Your majesty's very humble servant and subject, 

Elizabeth. 



LETTER CXXXVIII. 

The Princess Elizabeth to Queen Mary. a.d. 1554. 

;[l8ti viha di blizabetva, tol. i^ t. 2S5. IMian,'] 

My lady the queen, 

I feel myself so obliged by the royal and benignant 
marks of favour which you gave me yesterday, and 
at the noble justice which you have done me to-day, 
in pleasing to be persuaded of my innocence, by 
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giving me my liberty, that I camiot but rejoice at a 
disgrace which made me appear blameable in your 
majesty's eyes, (innocent as were my heart, my 
wishes, and my intentions,) and I heartily bless even 
my disgrace, since it is the means of my tasting with 
more pleasure the fruits of your majesty's favour. In 
place of thanks, I supplicate you to receive the 
sincere protestation of my zeal, and of the exact and 
reverential obedience which I shall ever pay to your 
sovereign orders. I hope that to all these favours you 
will add this one — of permitting me to come person- 
ally to assure you that I am, with all possible 
devotion, 

Your majesty's, &c. 



LETTER CXXXIX. 

Princess Elizabeth to the Marquis of Winchester, 
A.D. 1554. 

[HABLEIAN MS. NO. 39, ART. 4, FOL. 14 B.] 

My lord, 

With my hearty commendations I do most heartily 
desire you to further the desires of my last letters, that 
thereby the health of my mind and sickness may* be the 
rather restored ; and, as you were constrained to come 

■ In June, 1554, Elizabeth had a serious ilhiess, from which she 
was scarcely recovered. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 297 

the first unto me in the entry of my troubles/ so 
would I wish yourself to be now the last that should 
freely end the same. And for this, my lord, I will 
most heartily thank you. And as you would I should 
assure niyself of your lordship's goodwill and friend- 
ship, so do I evermore desire you, that of myself and 
my own things and doings, mine own words may 
stand in most credit with you and all my lords. For 
in the earth, my lord, none of my state hath been, 
and yet is more misused with them of mine own 
family than myself; as knoweth God, who judgeth 
all, and whom I pray to keep you. 

At Ashridge, this 29 th day of October. 
Your assured friend, to my little power, 

Elizabeth. 

Headed " A letter from the queen's majesty, being the lady Eliza- 
beth, to the lord treasurer." 



LETTER CXL. 

King Philip and Queen Mary to Cardinal Pole. 
A.D. 1555. 

[domestic records, temp, hart I. NO. 132. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original.'] 

*^* The following and several other similar circular letters ad- 
dressed to foreign princes, duly ^signed, and wanting only the date, 
still remain to bear witness to the strength of the delusion which 

» The Marquis of Winchester and the Earl of Sussex were the 
persons who had been appointed by Queen Mary to convey to Eliza- 
beth the first mandate for her imprisonment in the Tower. 
0% 
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had taken poaaeBmoa of Queen Mary, thai she was about to become 
a mother, and that her infant would prove to be a son. 



By the Queen. 
Philip R. — Mary the Queen. 

Most reverend &ther in God, our right trusty and 
right entirely beloved cousin, we greet you well. And 
whereas it has pleased Almighty God, of his infinite 
goodness, to add unto the great number of other his 
benefits bestowed upon us the gladding of us with the 
happy delivery of a prince, for the which we do most 
humbly thank him. Knowing your affection to be 
such towards us as whatsoever shall fortunately suc- 
ceed unto us, the same cannot be but acceptable unto 
you also, we have thought good to communicate unto 
you these happy news of ours, to the intent you may 
rejoice with us, and, praying for us, give God thanks 
for this his work accordingly. Given under our signet, 
at our honour of Hampton Court, the of 
the first and second years of ours and my lord the 
king^s reigns. 

My. Lord Cardinal. 



LETTER CXLI. 



Mary, Countess Dowager of Northumherland^ to her 
brother the Earl of Shrewsbury, a.d. 1555. 

[talbot papebs, vol. o. fol. 8. COLLEGE OF ARMS. Original.'] 

*^j* There are few women, the details of whose domestic liistory 
render them more worthy of compassion than the writer of the 
following letter. She was the daughter of George Talbot, 7th earl 
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of Shrewsbury, and wB8*'plighted by her &ther, in early life, to Sir 
Henry Percy, son and heir of the earl of Northumberland. This 
match was got np at the instigation of Henry VIII. and Cardinal 
Wolsey, to counteract the passion entertuned by that nobleman for 
Anne Boleyn. So unwilling was Percy to consent to the match, that 
his father withdrew him from court, and refused to permit his return 
until he should be ''better learned and well acquainted with his 
wife." ■ Thus forced into the arms of her reluctant bridegroom, the 
lady Mary was yery unhappy. Their only offspring was a still-born 
son, and they ultimately sieparated. In 1527, Percy became earl of 
Northumberland, but, having no object to endear existence, he 
became so reckless and extravagant in his habits as to acquire the 
surname of the Unthrifty. He heedlessly lavished away his estates, 
even those portions which were to have formed the jointure of his 
wife ; on which account] her father, the earl of Shrewsbury, appealed, 
though vainly, to the king.^ Broken in constitution, and drooping hi 
spirits, oh account of the disgrace of his brother Thomas, who was 
beheaded in 1537 for his share in Aske*s rebellion, the earl of North- 
umberUind died in the prime of manhood at his house at Hackney, 
near London, between 2 and 3 o'clock a.m. June 30th, 1537,<^ and 
was, as a contemporary informs us, ** little moaned." ^ He left all 
his estates by will to the king ; so that his countess was entirely un- 
provided for. On the 8th of March following,*the earl of Shrewsbury 
wrote to the king, humbly entreating that his daughter might be 
allowed her dower revenues from her husband's lands ; ^ while Sir 
John Moreton, his agent at court, was exerting powerful influence 
in her behalf with the lord chancellor, the duke of Norfolk and 
others. But a permission from the king, granted within a year 
from her husband's decease, tiiat she might leave off her mourning 
apparel when she chose, seems to have been the only tangible result 
of these negotiations.^ 

The same year, 1538, Lady Northumberland lost her father, and 
her interests were suffered to lie dormant till she herself went to 
court to prosecute them. The following is a detail of her interview 

^ T. Alen to the earl of Shrewsbury, 24th May, 1526. Talbot 
Papers, vol. P. fol. 33. 

^ Letters to King and Council, vol. v. art. 69. State Paper Office. 

<= Interment Book, I. xv. fol. 149. College of Arms. 

'^ J. Husee to Lord Lisle^ July 2nd, 1537. Lisle Papers, vol. iv. 
fol. 77. 

« Letters to King and Council, vol. v. art. 68. 

' Moreton to the earl of Shrewsbury. Talbot Papers, vol. a, 
art. 63. 
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with Henry VIII. in 1542. It occurs in a* letter from Robert Swift 
to Francis, earl of Shrewsbury, her brother. 

" Pleaseth your lordship to be advertised that of Monday, 
the loth day of May, my lady of Northumberland exhibited her 
bill unto the king's majesty at his grace's coming to Greenwich, 
with these words, * I beseech your majesty be good and gracious 
lord unto me, being a poor widow, and wife Jto the late earl of 
Northumberland, which hath not had, nor yet hath any living of 
such lands as were my late husband's — wherefore I beseech your 
majesty, of your most abundant goodness, to tender this my humble 
service contained in my bill ;* who heard her ladyship very gently, 
and, after the said words spoken, his grace bowed down upon his 
staff uuto her, and said, * Madam, how can your ladyship desire any 
living of your husband's lands, seeing your father gave no money 
to your husband in marriage with your ladyship, or what think you 
that I should do herein V and she answered, < What shall please 
your grace.' He answered again and said, < Madam, I marvel greatly 
that my lord your father, being so great a wise man as he was, 
would see no direction taken in this matter in his time; howbeit 
madam, we will be contented to refer the matter unto our council.' 
After that, his grace looked behind him and saw my lord of Durham 
and Sir Anthony Brown, and moved them to him with his hand, and 
spake with them softly, that no man could perceive what his grace 
said to them, a pretty space, and delivered the bill unto my lord of 
Durham ; and in his grace's return from them, my lady besought 
his majesty to be good and] gracious lord unto her ; his majesty 
answered, ' We will,' and so departed; and farther as yet is not pro- 
ceeded in the matter."'^ 

Of the ultimate success of her suit, and of her future history, we 
have little notice. The years of her widowhood were principally 
spent at a seat of the earls of Shrewsbury at Warmhill, on the banks 
of the river Wye. 

The following letter, the only specimen of her epistolary corres- 
pondence known to be in existence, shows that she was an occasional 
visitor at the court of Queen Mary. 



My very good lord, 

After my very hearty commendations unto your 
good lordship, these are to ascertain the same, that, 
upon Thursday last, being the 21st of this instant 

» Shrewsbury Papers, vol. ii. fol. B 41. Lambeth MS. 695. See 
also, fol. B 63 of the same MS. 
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November, I delivered unto the queen^s majesty's 
hands, in her grace'*s privy closet at St. James'^ my 
bill of petition, who most graciously accepted the same 
of me, and gave me very good and comfortable words. 
Besides that, her highness did at large examine me of 
your lordship's estate of health, and where your lord- 
ship's abode was at that time, and whether your 
lordship was recovered and amended of your late sick- 
ness. To which sundry questions made unto me by 
her highness, I answered according to my knowledge 
in that behalf; so that I did well perceive, by her 
majesty's earnest inquisitions of your lordship, her 
grace is much careful for your lordship ; and I trust 
by that good occasion to receive at her majesty's 
hands the better success in my business, whereof as 
yet, since your delivery of my bill, I have heard nothing 
at all. Thus, taking my leave of your good lordship, 
I cease for this time farther to trouble your lordship. 
From Coldharborough, this 23rd of November, 1555. 
Your, lordship's loving sister, 

M. Northumberland. 
To my Lord. 



LETTER CXLII. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic records, temp. MARY I. NO. 120. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

*^* The sufferings of the Marchioness of Exeter during the reign 
of Henry VIII. have been already mentioned. From that period. 
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she remamed in prison with her young son, Edward Comtenay, the 
last of his race, who spent 12 years of his early life, from the age of 
14 to 26, a captive in the Tower. They had not been idly spent, for 
he read and spoke Spanish, French, and Italian, understood mathe- 
matics, and was an accomplished musician and painter.^ The 
accession of Queen Mary, however, put a period to his sufferings 
and those of his mother. They were released, and restored to all 
their former honours; but the association of the name of Edward 
Courtenay with that of the Princess Elizabeth in Wyat's rebellion 
causing him to be regarded with some suspicion by Mary's council, 
a permission, equivalent to a command, was given him to travel for 
awhile. On the 8th of May, 1555, he wrote to his mother from 
Calais, announcing his arrival there, " safe but scant sound," having 
suffered much from sea-sickness.^ The present letter is dated 1554, 
but evidently in mistake. It is indorsed in two places by the earl, 
« Brussels, May 16th, 1555." 



Son, 

My hearty blessing I send you. And this is to 
certify you that I tarried at Kew until the Sunday 
after your departure, to see how the inventories and 
your stuff did agree. First, Ravys brought in the 
whole inventory of Richmond stuff, wherewith my 
bills and his were conferred together, so that all 
the said bills did so agree that we made an honest 
accompt. And then I divided that stuff, and took 
the one-half thereof away, leaving your house wholly 
furnished, every chamber as you left them. And then 
I perused the whole inventories which, Walker saith, 
is of Cannon-row stuff, and that inventory which I 
had with my bills did agree, saving one canopy of cloth 
of gold and crimson velvet, which I never saw, the 
which canopy, Walker saith, was conveyed, he knoweth 

* Strype's Memorials, vol. iii. part. 1, p. 550. 

^ Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 119. State Paper Office. 
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not where. And of that stuflF I took nothing away. 
It is no marvel, at such a time, though some things 
were missed. When I had this done I delivered an 
inventory of the stuff of Kew, and also of the stuff of 
London, which both is now in Kew, the whole charge 
thereof into Walker's hands. And, as for your 
plate, because Walker told me that you would send 
for it, I left it in his hands ; and what your mind is 
therein, send word by your letter. Thus I commit 
you into the hands of Almighty God. From Malsan- 
ger, the 16th of May, 1554. 

By your loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 
To my son, the £arl of 
Devondiire, deliver 
this. 



LETTER CXLIII. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter y to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic records, temp. MARY I. NO. 140. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph.'] 

Son, 

I have received your letter by Brown, the 8th of 
June, whereby I do perceive you be in good health, 
the which I am glad to hear of, but sorry to perceive 
you have so much business you have no leisure to write 
with your own hand to your own mother : and yet sel- 
dom to hear from you. And thus, giving you my 
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blessing, I commit you to Almighty God. From 
Malsanger, the 8th of June. 

By your loving mother, 

Oebtbude Exeter. 

As this bearer shall shew you, if my waiting* can 

do you good, if I may get a chamber, I will wait, 

although my years require rest. 

To my son, the Earl of 
Deronshire, this be 
delirered. 

Endorsed— » 10th June, 1555.'' 



The replyof the Earl to the present letter, dated from Brussels, July 
Ist, states that the reason of his seldom writing was^ that he had 
little to write about, save that his purse waxed light, and that he did 
not like to trouble her with words without matter. He reports 
that the emperor, the French queen-regent, and the duchess of 
Lorraine, were residents at Brussels, and that he passed his time iu 
viewing the notable places in the country, much to his contentation.'' 



LETTER CXLIV. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic AEOORDS, temp. MARY I. NO. 157. STATE PAPER 0FFIC£. 

Holograph,'\ 

•«• On the 6th of August, the earl of Deyonshire wrote to lus 
mether, expressing his pleasure to hear that the queen has again 
called her to the privy chamber, and so greatly favours her — ^trust- 
ing," be adds, ^' that as you have always borne a true and laithfol 

■ This probably alludes to attendance on the queen, 
k Domestic Records, temp. Mar>' I. No. 146. 
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heart towards her majesty, so your continuance therein^ with your 
honourable, wise, and virtuous behaviour, besides, shall both nourish 
and increase the same." He also thanks his mother for sending over 
her man ta see him.^ 

To this letter the present is a reply. 



Son, 

My most hearty blessing I send you, praying our 
Lord to bless you and send you well into these parts 
again. Your letter, written the 6th of August, I 
received the 14th of August. My man was much 
troubled with his passage; for, being on the sea, 
there was a great fight between the Frenchmen and 
the Spaniards, so that the ship he was in was fain 
to turn back again to Calais. I am very glad to 
hear you be in health, the which I pray God long to 
continue. This is to advertise you I intend to take 
my journey to Canford-ward the Monday after Bar- 
tholomew day, and, whether I ride farther or not, 
I cannot yet ascertain you, but as my business shall 
occasion me I will do; but I appoint, verily, to be 
here again about Michaelmas. There rides with me, 
as they have appointed, both Sergeant Tymwell and 
George Gattys, and a daughter of Master Warham'^s, 
the which is a wife, with others. If wishing might 
take place, you should be there. At my coming 
home I will write to you. And thus, with my hearty 
thanks for your token, I will bid you farewell; 
praying our Lord to preserve you both in honour and 
virtue, and to give his grace to avoid all ill and sinful 
company. 

* Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 155. 
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Written at Mabanger, from Sir WiDiam Warium's 
home, the 20tii of Angiwi, with my most heart 
commendatioiiB. 

By your kmng mother, 

Gkbtrude Exbtkr. 
To my ton, the Etrl of 
Vewtmiiuretpre this. 
Eodoned-^ 20th Aogiist, 1555." 



LETTER CXLV. 

Gertriide, Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire. a..d. 1555. 

[D0VE8TIC BKCOIIDSy TEMP. HABT I. XO. 174. 8EATX PAFEll CPflCI. 

Son, 

I send you my hearty blessing, praying our Lord 
to bloss you ; seeing you be so far from me in a 
strange country, my motherly heart fears many perfls 
that might happen to you; praying you continually 
to love, serve, and fear God, the which, if you so do, 
as I trust you will, his merciful goodness will give you 
grace to fly sin and evil counsel and company, and so 
to preserve you to your comfort of all your friends ; 
for the which I will daily most heartily pray to our 
Lord for you. 

And if you will know how I do, this is to advertise 
you I have been at Canford, the which I do not 
misliko, no more I think you will when you see it 
I went no farther westward. I had great bosinesB at 
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Canford : I have bought Abres' office there, the which, 

though it have been chargeable to me, yet I have 

it now quietly. Also, I have bought divers other 

bargains, the which I bear the great charge of, and 

you are like to have the profit, if you be to me as God 

and nature command you. An I had not had wise 

counsel, I could not have compassed so many things 

there as I have done, as you shall know more at your 

coming hither. I had no business at London at this 

time, but only to see the queen's highness and to hear 

of you. To-morraw I do intend to go to the oourt. 

At this day I spoke with Walker, your man, by 

whom I neither received letter nor token from y.ou ; 

whereby I perceive slaeknoss of duty. I came to 

London the llth of October : this is written the 12th^ 

from Master Alderman White's house at London. 

By your loiang mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 
To my Bon, the Earl of 
BeTonsluTey deliver 
this. 

Endorsed—^** My lady, my mother, 
12 Oct(d)er, 1555." 
To BrusselB. 



LETTER CXLVL 

Gertrude, Marchianesi cf Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire. %thN&vember^ 1555. 

[domestic RECOBDS^ temp, mast I. NO. 1'88. STATS PAFBR OFFICE. 

Holograph,'] 

\* Before proceeding to Italy in his traveUi, the earl of Devon- 
shire had e^qpressed a strong desire to be allowed to-retamhcpne to 
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pay his respects to the queen, and to see his mother, hut King Philip 
persisted in excusing his return to England,* and gave him letters of 
introduction to several of the Italian princes. He proceeded accord- 
ingly, but died suddenly at Padua the following year, 1556, not 
without suspicion of poison. The following is the last of Gertrude's 
motherly epistles which has been preserved, though probably not the 
last that she wrote. 



Son, 

Your letter wrote to me, dated the two-and-twen- 
tieth of October, I received from Brown the 7th of 
November. The letter was one way comfortable, to 
perceive you do not forget your mother, who esteems 
you above her own life. And very glad I am to hear 
the king's majesty'' is so much your good lord as you 
write ; beseeching our Lord long to preserve him : but 
sorry I am you will, as I perceive by yoiur letter, travel 
EG far hence, but I trust, according to your bounden 
duty, you vdll first come into England to see the 
queen'^s highness and your poor mother, who has as 
little wordly comfort as ever woman had, saving only 
the goodness and comfort of the queen'*s highness. As 
I perceive by your letter, your man has to say to me 
from you, but, as he writes to me, he trusts you shall 
shortly come hither and speak with me yourself; the 
which I would be most gladdest of, and causes me 
purposely send this bearer to bring me word ; if there 
be any such good news I will remain here till I hear 
the certainty what you will do. And thus with my 
hearty blessing I will bid you farewell, for I am at this 
present so pained with the cholic and the stone, that 

• Earl of Devonshire to Fowler, 13th and 17th November. Do- 
Kecords, temp. Mary I. Nos. 191, 197. 

* Philip of Spam. 
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I have much ado to write ; fearing you cannot read 
this ill written letter, praying daily for your short 
return into England. Written the 8th of November, 
from Master Warham's house at Malsanger. 

If you come to England I trust I shall see you, or 
else I will shortly write to you if I be alive. 

By your most assured loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 

To my son, the Earl of 

DeyoDshire, this be 

delivered. 
Endorsed— << 8th November, 1555." 



LETTER CXLVII. 



Mary of Guise, Queen Dowager of Scotland, to Queen 
Mary I. a.d. 1557. 

[SCOTLAND R0T1.L LETTBRS, VOL. I. NO. 94. STATE PAPER OFFICE: 

Orig%naL'\ 

*^* The eagerness and determination with which Lady Margaret 
Douglas insisted upon her claim to the inheritance of her father's 
lands have been alluded to in a previous letter from herself. On the 
death of the earl of Angus in 1 556, she found it no easy matter to 
make good her claim, since her husband, the earl of Lenox, being a 
firm adherent of the English faction, had been adjudged a rebel and 
traitor, and his estates forfeited by the queen regent, Mary of 
Guise. 



Right excellent, right high, and mighty princess, our 
dearest sister and ally, 

We commend us heartily unto you. And whereas 
it pleased you to send in Scotland your welbeloved 
servitor, Dr. Hussey, to solicit and follow the cause 
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of hAj Margaret Donglas, oonoeming the inherit- 
atice of the earldom of Angus, and to that effect 
did address unto us by him your letters of eom- 
mendaticMi, desiring us to &vour tlie same. Surely, 
in respect of these writings, we haye not only given 
the said Dr. Hussey favourable audimice in that 
matter, but have also, in contemplation of ycmr request, 
opined justice unto him, and given express command 
that the chancellery shall be patent unto the said lady 
Margaret, albeit she stand in some case far different 
from the privileges that are common to the subjects 
of this realm. But whereas the said Dr. Hussey 
have upon the 18th of this instant brought a writing 
to us, whereof the desire is that we should dispense 
with the rebellion of the said lady Margaret's husband, 
sometime earl of Lenox, to the effect that he may 
give consent to the pursuit of the said action, we 
could not meddle therewith, as well for that it is a 
matter of special grace, which we are always accus- 
tomed to refer to our dearest daughter herself, as 
also in respect of the interest that she pretends in the 
same action, whose right we may in no wise prejudge : 
like as we have caused declare to the said Dr. Hussey 
at greater length. Thus, right excellent, right high, 
and mighty princess^ our dearest sister and ally, we 
commit you to the keeping of Almighty Grod. 
At Edinburgh, the 24th day of May, 1557. 
Your good sister and ally, 

Marie R. 

To the Right Excellent, Right High 
and Mighty Princess, our dearest 
' sistar and aUj> the Qpeen of 
Englai^d. 
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LETTER CXLVIII. 

Queen Mary I. to the Barons of the Cinque Parts, 
A.D. 1557. 

[cotton. m8. otho, b. nc. FOL. 84. Much bumUl - 

%* In March, 1557) Philip of Spain, who had been many months 
abnent from England, proposed to visit the queen, rather from poll- 
tieal than affectionate motives. The present letter refers to piBpa- 
rations for his reception and escort. When he disappointed her, 
however, her sole revenge was to send over to his assistance the Earl 
of Pembroke, and a number of troops, who were ordered to'be at 
Calais by July 20th.* 

[Right tjrusty and right well beloved, 

[We greet] you well. And where we have [before] 
addressed our letters unto you to cause suc[h ships] 
and vessels of those our 5 ports as w[ere by] our 
former order appointed to attend the coming over of 
our dearest lord and husband the king's majesty, to 
be put in a readiness to wait upon his highness upon 
convenient warning ; forasmuch as we now certainly 
understand that our said dearest lord and husband 
mindeth, with God's help, to return hither at the end 
of this present month, we have thought good both 
to signify this our knowledge unto you, and there- 
withal require and pray you to give order that the 
said ships may be put in good order and full readi- 
ness [to wait upon him within the] time above limited, 
[and should you] not perchance (for the sh^ortness 
of the]] warning,) be able to furnish and set f[orthJ 
* Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 419. 
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the whole and full number of ships th[erein] appointed, 
(wherein, nevertheless, we require you to do as much 
as you may), our pleasure is, that you foresee that as 
many as you can provide be in all points well fur- 
nished with men, arms, munitions, and all other 
necessaries, wherein the more diligence you shall use 
the more acceptable service shall you do unto our 
said dearest lord and us. And what you shall do 
herein we require you to signify unto us with all con- 
venient speed. Given under our signet, at our manor 
of Greenwich, 15th February, 1556. 



LETTER CXLIX. 

Queen Mary to the Earl of Shrewsbury, a.d. 1557. 

[domestic records, temp, mart J. KO. 413. ' STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

%* John NeyiIIe» Lord Latimer, had a quarrel with his wife, 
Lady Lucy, daughter to Henry, Earl of Worcester, which ended in 
their separation. Of the four daughters, who were their only 
children, Lady Latimer had, hy his consent, taken charge of three/ 
The eldest, Catherine,^ Lord Latimer was permitted to retain, and 
he gave her for education to the care of the Earl of Shrews- 
bury, that she might be near him, and be educated in virtue, and 
that he might visit her as often as he chose.<^ His wife; however, 
discontent with this arrangement, wrote to the queen, requesting 
that the child might be restored to her^ on which her majesty sent 
the following mandate : — 

* Dorothy, afterwards wife of William Cecil, Lord Burleigh, and 

Earl of Exeter ; Lucy married to Sir William Comwallis ; and 

to Sir John Davers. 

^ Afterwards married to Henry, Earl of Northumberland. 

c Lord Latimer to Queen Mary. Domestic Records, No. 423. 
State Paper Office. 
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Right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, 

We greet you well^ And whereas upon certain 
occasions there was delivered unto you one of the lord 
Latimer's daughters to continue in your keeping, until 
the parents might the better provide for the good 
education and bringing-up of the same; the lady 
Latimer, who, of a natural and motherly affection, 
doth tender the well-doing of her said daughter, hath 
been of late an humble suitor imto us for our letter, 
desiring the rather, by means thereof, to receive the 
child into her own hands and custody again, as having 
now more opportunity and better means to bring her 
up well than she had before. And albeit we doubt not 
but that she should, without our letters, obtain that 
her desire at your hands ; yet the request being so 
reasonable and tending only to the well bringing-up 
of her daughter, which, as a natural mother, she 
should most care for and may least procure, we 
thought good not to deny her to write herein ; not 
doubting but that you will, according to the tenor of 
these our letters, deliver unto her the child ; whereof 
we shall be desirous to hear. Given, &c. 

Endorsed by Sir John Mason. 

" To the Earl of Shrewsbur/, for 
the Lady Latimer's daughter." 



The reply of the Earl of Shrewsbury was as follows* : — 
'* May it please your most excellent majesty to be advertised that 
I have received your grace's most honourable letters -of the 15th of 
this instant, concerning the delivery of the Lady Latimer's daughter 

• Lambeth MS. 695, fol. b. 57. The original holograph is in the 
State Paper Office. 

VOL. III. ? 
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to my lady her mother ; which your majesty's pleasnre and oom- 
mandment, like as according to my most boonden daty, I shall in all 
things most willingly accomplish daring • my life, so hare I thought 
it ray d«ty to signify onto your majesty the came why she is not. now 
delivered, which is, the child is rery weak, and at this time crazed 
and sickly, and not able to abide travel this hot season of the year, 
without great danger unto her, whereof I have advertised my lady 
her mother, and also her servants hath seen the diild's estate and 
disability at this time — wherefore I humbly beseech your majesty not 
to be offended that I did not presently deliver her ; — and, after the 
hot season of the year, and the occasion of service past for the year 
in these parts, I would then in the winter season, if it would please 
ybur majesty to license me, be most gla4 to repair to see your 
majesty according to my bounden duty, and then to bring with me tte 
said child, and deliver her according, to your majesty's pleasure, and, 
I trust, in such case as your grace shall be pleased, and my lady her 
mother have good cause to be satisfied ; and thus, according to my 
most bounden duty, I shall daity pray to Almighty God for the long 
continuance of your most excellent majesty in felicity. 

*' From Sheffield, the 25th day of June, 1557." 

Lord Latimer's remonstrance, dated 16th July, 1557, was very 
pathetic. He entreats the queen to consider that he it a father, that 
his daughters are likely to be his heirs, that reason demanded thai 
he should not be altogether secluded from them, and that he cannot 
think it well that his wife desires all his comfort from him, especially 
since Catherine was in such good hands. <* For," said he, ** wheBt> 
soever the children shall be seen together, I doubt not but the 
bringing up of this my daughter shall be found equal, yea, and aboTC 
the other in virtuous manners."* 

Of the issue of these special pleadingp nothiog; farther baa.tnHB* 
spired. 



LETTER CL. 
Queen Mary L to the Sheriffs o/Countie^i A.ik. 1557. 

[TAHim MS* NO. 90| WftOm 211. BOtDUUAH UBIAJMr. QfSfjua/,] 

*•* One of the most ingenious modes by which Queen Mary 
sought to strengthen the hitereats of the Romish faith was that of 

• Domestie Records, No. 423.. 
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trying to influence the election of the members of Parliament. This 
scheme was attended with considerable success. 



Mary the Queen. 

Trusty ahd well-beloved, we greet yob well. And 
whereas for certain great and weighty causes, touch- 
ing' both the honour of Almighty God and the good 
government and wealth of this our rea,lm, we have 
summoned our high court of parliament to be holdeiji 
at Westminstei^, the 20th of January next. F(Mr- 
asmuch as we consider that a great part of the 
furthering of such things as shall be treated in our 
said parliament and bringing them to good effect, 
shall consist in the well-appointing and choosing of 
such as shall be knights of the shires and burgesses 
of cities and other towns corporate, we have thought 
good specially to require you to have good regard 
within the limit of your sheriffwick in this behalf, and, 
by all the ways and means you can, so far forth as in 
yon may lie, to provide that such as shall be appointed 
to be either knights of the shire or burgesses of any 
city or other town corporate be taken, as near as 
majr be, of the inhabitants of the city or town for 
which they are chosen, and that they be men given 
to good order, Catholic, and discreet. Whereby, as' 
yoo shall do good service unto God and this your 
country, so shall you also do unto us right acceptable 
pleasure, which we will consider towards you as 
occasion may serve. Given under our signet at our 
manor of St. James\ the 10th of December, the 
foutfa and fifth years of our reigns. 
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LETTER CLI. 

Queen Maary L to the Lords Eure and Whartotu 
A.D. 1557. 

[BOBDEE OCnOUKPOHDEIKaB, TOL. IX. ABX. 54. SZAXB PAFBB QFFICB.] 

••• In fptte of the edUneas and neg^eet which she ezperieneed 
from her husband, Ifaiy's eondnet towards hun was alwa^ marked 
bjr great defierenee and sobmisnon. An instanee of this appears in 
the respeet she showed to his messengers. Another letter, of the 
same date, snnihur to the present, mutatia mutant, was addressed to 
the Earl of Northomberland. 



By thb Quben. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well 
And whereas Doctor Dassonville, bearer hereof, being 
sent from our dearest lord and husband, the king, as 
his ambassador and special messenger to the dowager 
and governor of Scotland, repaireth presently thither 
with our good favour and licence ; like as since the 
time of his arrival here we have caused him to be en- 
tertained with favour and courtesy, according to his 
estate and person that he beareth ; so our pleasure 
is that, at his coming to that our town, you intreat 
him friendly, seeing him furnished not only of a meet 
and convenient lodging, but also of all oth^r things 
necessary for him and his train, for his reasonable 
money : suffering him to pass by you into Scotland, 
with his train, eight horses which he bringeth with him, 
his money, bags, baggages, and all other his neces- 
saries; and farther, to appoint unto him a trumpet 
of tliat town, whom he may send to the said dowager. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 317 

to declare his coming : taking such farther order for 
his safe departure from you into Scotland as you shall 
see to be requisite, in such sort as he may think him- 
self satisfied and well used. Whereof fail you not. 
And these our letters, &c. Given, &o. 

Eodorsed 

«30th December, 1557, 
M. to the Lord Eare, 
and the L. Wharton." 



LETTER CLIL 

Q7ieen Mary L to several Noblemen of England. 
A.D. 1557. 

[CiLAlS CORRESPONDENCE, BUNDLE 10, ART. 245. STATE PAFER 
OFFICE.] 

««* The loss of Calais was one of the seyerest blows whi(^ 
England had sustained for centuries. It was so deeply felt by Mary, 
that she said, should her heart be opened after her death, Calais 
would be found engraved upon it. The present letter shows the 
eagerness of her measures in its defence. 



By the Queen. 
Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
understanding by advertisement from our right trusty 
and well-beloved counsellor, the Lord Wentwortb, 
deputy of our town and marches of Calais^ that the 
French have approached our said town, and mean 
some exploit, either towards that or some other our 
pieces on that side, by reason whereof it behoveth, for 
the safeguard and defence of our said town and 
marches, that a greater number of men be out of 
hand sent thither than are presently there ; we let 
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you wH our plieascEre and strait <xnmnaiidmeiit ifi, 
that you shall, forthwith npmthe receipt hereof, levy 
of your servants, tenants and friends, and others 
within your rules and offices, or elsewhere, by virtue 
of these our lett^s and commission, the number of 
fifty able footmen, whereof as many to be armed and 
sufficiently weaponed as you can, and the rest that 
cannot so be furnished to send forth in such sort as 
they may be gotten, so as the said whole number of 
fifty men fail not to be at Dover on Friday or Satur- 
day next at the farthest, or sooner, if it possibly may 
be, where at their coming we have given order that 
our well-beloved servant, Thomas Keys, oiur serjeant- 
porter, shall receive the dbarge of them ; and have in 
like manner appointed their conduct-money to be 
paid unto them immediatdy upon their arrival at 
Calais. And because this our service reqiiireih pre- 
sent expedition, you shall not need to «tay Cor Ae 
making of any coats for the said numbers, but to send 
them forwards with all expeditioQ, usiog the jaaatter 
so as our service may only be regarded herein with- 
out respect of any gain or advantage. Whereof fail 
you not as you tender our service, and as weepecnally 
trust you. And these our letters shaM be your iiif- 
ficient warrant and discharge in that behalf. 

Giv^i under our signet atour'manor of Greenwieh, 
the 2nd of January, the fourth and fifth years of our 
rdgns. 

Endorsed * A minute of the letters 
sent to Ojortain noblemen sad 
gentlemen to levy men to send 
to Calais, the 2nd of Janntiry, 
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LETTER OLIH. 

Queen Mary L to the Lord AdmirdL a.d. 1558. 

[domestic records^ temp, mart T. no. 505. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

*«* The visit of King Philip, so eagerly antidpated in the present 
letter, did not take place. After his departure, in 1557» the queen 
never saw her husband again. 

Bt the Qitbbn. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And whereas of late we were advertised that our 
dearest lord and husband, the king, intended to nuilDe 
his repair into this Toalm, for which cause we wiOecl 
you to go to the sea, and to make such provision ef 
ships, and other things necessary, as for the tridw- 
portotion of his highness shall seem convenient ; we 
let yoK wit that we have now received advertisement 
from his highness, Whereby we perceive his affairs lin& 
weighty business to be such, and the enemy in sudb 
readiness to annoy that country, that 'his faighnesis 
can in no wise accomplish his foimer intent, wheredf 
we have thought good to give yon knowledge, aflod 
farther to wiU you, that widi 4kll expedition yon kttd 
in 49ome convenient place of that <M)a0t, and so vepaar 
to <rar said dearest lord and JiusbaBd, 3iot only to mb 
his higbnesB, Imt ako to omdenitand his farther plea- 
sure in anything that he shall say unto you : takisEg 
sudi order for disposing our riiips in the mean time 
as te your wisdcmi shall seem best ; which we eommit 
wholly to yofor discretion, 

'Given under our signet, at our manor of Greenwich, 
the 17ik day of May, the fourth and fifih years of 
oorveigna. 
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LETTER CLIV. 
Queen Mary L to John Tucky Esquire, a.d. 1558. 

[historical MSS., vol. I. NO. 39. IN THE PBITATB COLLSCTION OF 
DAWSON BURNER, ESQ. Otiffinal.] 

Mart the Queen. 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And, 
whereas the present state m which we now stand, being 
in wars with our ancient enemies, the French and 
Scots, hath moved us have a special care to the de- 
fenice of this our realm and our loving subjects of the 
same; for which cause we have not only appointed our 
lieutenants in sundry shires, but also by them taking 
further order for putting all things under their charge 
in such a readiness as appertaineth ; — we let you wit 
that, minding also to have a sufficient strength, espe- 
cially of horsemen, present, in a readiness to defend 
our borders of the north against the enemy there, 
being aided by the French ; we have for that purpose 
addressed our letters to sundry of our nobility and 
gentlemen, and appointed them, like as by these we 
do appoint you, to put in order and a readiness our 
able men, sufficiently furnished with horse and armour 
for a demilance. Requiring you, therefore, as we 
specially trust you, to follow the execution of this our 
pleasure, and to have the same demilance in a perfect 
readiness by the 17th day of July nextensuing; at which 
day he shall shew himself before our trusty and well- 
beloved counsellor, Sir Henry Jemegan, knight, master 
of our horse, our lieutenant of that our county of 
Kent, or his deputy, in such place as he or his said 
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deputy shall appoint ; and there receive order and 
further knowledge of our said lieutenant or his deputy, 
in such place as he or his said deputy shall appoint.; 
and there receive order and further knowledge of our 
said lieutenant or his deputy of his setting forth, and 
whither he shall repair. At which place so signified 
unto him, he shall receive coat and conduct money by 
our appointment. And such order as shall be by our 
said lieutenant or his deputy given, our pleasure and 
commandment is you see observed, as well as if it were 
expressed in these our letters. Whereof fail ye not 
as you tender our pleasure and will answer for the 
contrary. Given under our signet, at our manor of 
St. James, the 17th day of June, the fourth and fifth 
years of our reigns. 

To our trusty and well-beloyed 
John Tucke, Esq , Kent. 



LETTER CLV. 

The Princeii Elizabeth to Queen Mary. a.o. 1558. 

[leti tita di eusabbtta, tol. I., p. 307.] 

*«*In the year 1558, proposals of marriage were made to the priii- 
ce83 Elizabeth by GnstaynsVasa, King of Sweden, on behalf of his son 
Eric. She refused, howerer, to return any answer, unless the affair 
were previously communicated to the queen her sister. Her letter 
to Sir Thomas Pope on the subject, along with his view of Ihe 
reasons of her opposition to the marriage, are printed from Warton^s 
Life of Sir T. Pope, by Miss Strickland.* 

^ * Queens of England, voL vi. p. 1S6. 

P 2 
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Hj queen and deter. 

Great ae have been my afflidjioiia, and not small 
my diilavour with your majeety, I have always found 
so great the justice and goodness in yoor majesty's 
royal breast, that I have never imputed the eaose of 
them to other than some malignant infiu^ioe of ray 
fortmie. And, though my misfortunes had been 
greater, they could never have e&ced from my heart 
those sentiments by which I fully recognize what is 
and ought to be the zeal which I owe your majesty. 
The ties of Uood, my queen and sister, render me 
interested in ewery dung that conoems your glory, 
and the duties of servant and subject increase in 
me a perfect subnission to your royal and sovereign 
authority. 

The answer which I have given to the Swedish 
Ambassador, whose proposition indeed surprised me 
exceedingly, is the result of duty ; and I could not 
have answered him otherwise than I did. But the 
thanks which you have been pleased to make me 
for it, through Mr. Pope, is oidy the eflFect of your 
august and boimtiful goodness ; which shall make me, 
more and more, bounden to your majesty. 

I can assure you, madam, that since I have known 
myself and have had some use of my reason, I have 
never had other thought nor other wish but of loving 
and respecting you as my elder sister, and of rever- 
ing and obeying you as my queen and mistress. I 
only supplicate you to rest persuaded that, as such 
have ever been my sentiments, they will now increase 
rather than diminish, and that I will seize, with 
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pleasure, every opportunity of shovnng to all tfa# 
world that I am 

Your majeety's very obedient servant and lister, : 

Elizabeth. 

At Hatfield, 26th of February. 



LETTER CLVI. 
Queen Mary to Br. Robinson, a.d. 1558. 

[domestic records, temp, mart I., NO. 533. StATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

\* Matthew, Earl of Lenox, was, as need scarcely be said, the 
husband of the Lady Irlargaret DouglaSy Queen Mary's cousin and 
early companion, and the father of Henry Darnley, 



By the Queen. 
Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to visit our 
right trusty and right well-beloved cousin the earl of 
Lenox with some sickness and infirmity of body, 
whereof we trust he might be much eased and 
relieved by the presence of some good, virtuous, and 
learned man : forasmuch as we are very desirous to 
procure him some ease and help herein, if it may be, 
knowing your aptness for that purpose, we have 
thought good to require you to take the pain, forth- 
with upon the receipt of these our letters, to repair 
unto the said earl of Lenox and to confer with him 



dS4 LETTEUS OF BOTAL ABD 

MB jroa shall see oceanon minkiered onto joo ; 
jcur aectutomed wisdom in the p^nog vaxto him sodi 
godly and learned coansel, adiioe, and ooodort, as to 
your discretion shall be thought meet; wheron we 
pray you to travail to the best of yoor power, and to 
advertise us in the end what you shall have done in 
this behalf, wherein you shall administer unto us 
acceptable pleasure and service. GUven, &e. 

Eodoned «< 27ih Jolj, 1558, M. to 
Dr. RobumoDf Dean 
of Parham, to repair 
to the Earl of Lenox, 
being nck^ and to giro 
bim good ooonflel." 



LETTER CLVII. 

Queen Mary J, to the Fellowe of Moffdalen CoUegty 
Oxford. A.D. 1658. 

[domestic records^ temp, mast I. STATE PAPBB OFFICE. *] 

Well-beloved, we greet you well. And where it 
hath pleased Almighty God to call unto his mercy your 
late head and president oi Magdalen^ College, tohereby 
you and that university have received a bss. Like as, 
for our part, considering of what importance the good 

* Tlie records from which the present letter ia taken an at prcsoit 
UDoalendared. 
^ The words in Italics have been lined through in the MS. 
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government of that and the like houses, and the well 
bringing up of the youth and company of the same is, 
to the increase of the service of God, and the common 
wealth of our whole realm ; we have always had, and 
yet have a special desire and care to have wise, grave^ 
and virtuous men placed in the room of heads of such 
houses. So being credibly informed of the worthiness 
of certain men which be of the foundation of your 
said house, that is to say, Marshal archdeacon of 
Lincoln, John Somer^ Prebendary in our college of 

Windsor, and Slyethurst, now head of Trinity 

college, in Oxford, who, as we may learn and are 
given to understand, be, for their learning, virtue, and 
gravity, very meet men to receive such a charge, we 
have thought good by these our letters to reconunend 
them, and every one of them unto you for that purpose. 
Requiring you, in the electing of a president for your 
said house, to have such consideration as our care 
which we have of the well-doing thereof may be 
answered and your duty towards the same remem- 
bered, and as you will answer to the contrary if any 
unmeeter man than one of these be elected to that 
room. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of Rich- 
mond, the 12th of August, the fifth and sixth years 
of our reign. 
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*^* The following letter is curious, when considered in conneetion 
with Elizabeth's subsequent dcftermliied and flDcoeflsfal opposttinn to 
Philip 9f Spain* 



Sire and dearest coum, 

The honour which y^our mo^jesty has done me by 
Bending a gentleman to adveilme me ^ the dea^ <rf 
the angofit emp^i^or, your father, of most glcriow 
memory, agreeably reminds me that your majesty 
o(»xtinueB to hcmoar me with that generous good-'^i^Il 
which yon have been pleased over to bestow on me, 
and from which I have felt so much advantage that, 
in calling to mind these graces and favours, I osen 
find no other fit means of evincing my gratitude than 
by earnestly remembering that the Kfe I ^oy as 
equally the fruit of the queen my sister's goodness 
and of your majesty's magnanimous protection. 

You do me justice, sire, in being persuaded that I 
feel as much joy at the victories you gain, and the 
happy successes that attetid your arms, as I am 
pierced with affliction at the distresses which befall 
you. The happiness I have in being so nearly allied 
to you, and not less my veneration, esteem, and obli- 
gation for your majesty's great merit, touch me too 
sensibly not to make me sympathise with you in the 
loss of a father so great and glorious. But since I 
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should offer some consolation to your affliction, I 
cannot do it better than by reminding you that your 
august father thought death so glorious that he even 
wished to die before going out of the world. And it 
is certain that if his life has been an epitome of won- 
ders, his death will also be a miracle of glory to all 
posterity. We ought not, then, to mourn the Em- 
peror Charles, your father, as one dead ; we ought 
rather to look on him as one who shall live in all 
future ages ; and, if his body is reduced to ashes, his 
name is too immortal ever to die. I am employed 
at present in reading the history of his warlike actions, 
and his great feats of courage and valour, in order to 
redouble, by the glorious memory of the father, the 
veneration and esteem which I have for the son. 

I pray God that, amidst the afflictions which such 
a loss causes you, he may load your life with pro- 
sperity and happmess ; so shall I ever, with greater 
satisfaction, assure you that I am your majesty's very 
humble servant iand sister-in-law, 

Elizabeth. 

19th October, 1638. 
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